Council Minutes: January 19, 2016
Regular Meeting Ely City Council - City Hall, Council Chambers

1.

2.

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Polyner, D.Forsman and
Mayor Novak

ABSENT: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the minutes from the January 5, 2016
Regular Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously

ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:
A. Addition 12. A. Approve Committee Appointments
EUC Commission - Term Expires February 1, 2019
Ward T Nelson, Warren Nikkola, Mark Zupec, and Kurt Soderberg
Planning and Zoning - Tim Riley - Term Expires January 31, 2019
Police Commission - Term Expires January 31, 2019
Anthony Colarich and Matt High
Park and Recreation - Julie Hignell - Term Expires January 31, 2019
HPC - Phil Hyde - Term Expires - Term Expires January 31, 2019
B. Addition 13. E. Legal Printing Bid
C. Addition 9. A. ii. Approve an increase of $0.20 per 100 cf for the water rates and $0.20
per 100 cf for the sewer rates and no increase for the electric rates for 2016.
Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to accept the additions A-C. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Langowski and Mayor Novak are working on the State of the City Report and plan on
having it at the February 2, 2016 meeting.

Mayor Novak and Langowski attended a CDBG meeting last Thursday in Mt. Iron. We
received $85,000 out of our $150,000 request.

Mayor Novak, Langowski, Omerza, A.Forsman and John Fedo attended the IRRRB
Listening Session at Fortune Bay.

CONSENT AGENDA:

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s
agenda

B. Approve council and/or staff to attend the 32" Annual MRWA Water & Wastewater
Technical Conference, March 1-3, 2016 in St. Cloud, MN.

C. Approve council and/or staff to attend the 79th Annual Wastewater Operations 2016
Conference, March 23-25, 2016 in Brooklyn Park, MN.

D. Approve Officer Chad Houde to attend DMT Training March 1-3, 2016 at the Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension in St. Paul, MN.
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E. Approve Abbie Edman, a Law Enforcement Student attending Bemidji State University
to participate in a ride-a-long with the Ely Police Department.

Debeltz/D.Forsmand moved to approve the consent agenda items A-E. Motion

Carried Unanimously.

7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:

A. Wendy Lindsay- Event Coordinator- Music event for the Ely Marathon
Lindsay spoke about having a couple music events after the Marathon to try to keep
the marathoners and spectators in Ely for the evening. The Jaycees are planning a
Beer Garden like last year in Whiteside Park and GB Leighton is going to play from 6-
8pm. Around 8pm they are planning a Mayor-athon pub crawl to Amici’s Event Center
where Cory Chisel will play.
The Council and the Police Chief were in support of these events.

B. Kimberly Thielen Cremers- Minnesota Department of Agriculture- Presentation on the
Gypsy Moth
Kimberly Thielen Cremers spoke on the non-native Gypsy Moth and the issues that it
can cause. She spoke on the life stages of the Gypsy Moth and how it travels. The
Gypsy Moth is one of the single most destructive tree pests in the U.S. defoliating on
average of 880,000 acres annually. It is not uncommon to see complete defoliation in
June during heavy outbreak years. Deciduous trees can and will re-leaf after a Gypsy
Moth outbreak. Conifers do not have this ability causing tree mortality. Multiple years
of Gypsy Moth defoliation can stress trees leaving them vulnerable to insects and
disease, branch die back occurs and eventually the tree dies. The Gypsy Moth can feed
on over 300 tree and shrub species, preferred species include oak, aspen, willow, and
birch.
The Gypsy Moth can also be a human nuisance, the hairs on the caterpillar can
provoke rashes and respiratory ailments, property values may drop due to the tree
decline, and quarantines require costly inspections to mills, lumber companies,
nurseries and movers.
One Gypsy Moth egg mass can equal 500 to 1000 caterpillars. The eggs are laid in a
fuzzy, buff colored mass which are about a quarter in size. Eggs are laid during August
and September and hatch the following spring. Egg masses may be laid on tree trunks
and branches, on automobile wheel wells, on outdoor household articles or almost any
convenient surface.
The Gypsy Moth has a very limited natural spread rate; populations will expand
approximately 1% miles per year due to larval dispersal. The female moths cannot fly
so the only means of natural spread is by larval dispersal. However, due to human
activities, Gypsy Moths are transported from areas of infestation to areas of un-
infestation several miles ahead of the advancing front. Human activity has increased
the natural spread from 1 % miles per year to approximately 15 miles per year. Adult
Gypsy Moths will lay their eggs on virtually any type of outdoor household article,
including campers, wheel wells, firewood, and nursery stock.
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) and partner organizations are proposing
to tackle a gypsy moth infestation in the city of Ely this spring. The MDA has a monitoring
program to watch for start-up infestations, and when an infestation is found, the department
does aerial treatments to eradicate the infestation before it can spread. In 2015, the MDA
found an isolated infestation within the City of Ely. The department is now developing a
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treatment plan for an affected area totaling approximately 565 acres. The northern edge of
the boundary starts just north of the intersection of East Camp Street and 2nd Ave East and
runs roughly parallel to East Madison Street. The western edge of the block follows 2nd
Ave East south to Lookout Ridge Road. The eastern edge starts at the intersection of North
14th Ave East and East Madison Street running 1.1 mile south. There is no state or federal
lands within the proposed block. Residents within the boundaries will be notified with a
bulletin mailed to the residents, pre-spray postcards, and a legal notice in the paper.
The MDA will host an open house to share information with citizens about the threat gypsy
moths pose to the environment, and how officials plan to protect forested areas.
e Monday, February 22, 2016, 5:00 — 7:30 p.m.

Ely City Hall, 209 E Chapman Street, Ely MN 55731
Over the years, the MDA has successfully treated dozens of gypsy moth infestations across
eastern Minnesota from Grand Portage to the Twin Cities to Houston County. More info on
gypsy moth and the proposed treatment can be found at
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/gypsymoth.
Kess asked if the Btk had any effect on the lake since they are not spraying near the lake.
Cremers stated it does not have any effect on the water or any species in the water.
Omerza asked what happens next after they do the two sprays in June. Cremers stated
that after they do the two sprays, the MDA will come into the area and do intensive
survey with tent traps, and that will give the first indication if they were successful.
Cremers stated they will know by October if the applications were successful. They
will do two consecutive years of the intensive surveying.
A.Forsman asked the morning of the application, how will that affect our residents, do
we have to stay inside at that time? Cremers stated that they do notify the residents
with a bulletin that has tips on what to do during the application. She stated that
residents can be outside, but it might not be pleasant. Cremers stated that the plane
will be low flying so it might wake the residents since the applications are done early
in the morning.
Polyner asked why the Gypsy Moth is worse than an army worm. Cremers stated that
the Army worm is native to Minnesota; even though it is an outbreak insect they have
a lot of native predators in Minnesota. The Gypsy Moth is an invasive species so it
does not have a lot of those native predators to keep the population in check.

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Mayor Novak reported on HRA Meeting. The HRA Board accepted Mark Zupec as the new
member. Each HRA board member received a copy of the Housing Study, and they are
going to look it over and talk about it at their next meeting. We will bring the Housing
Study up at a future Study Session for the council to go over.

A.Forsman reported on the IRRRB Listening session that was held at Fortune Bay.
A.Forsman stated that Ely was the most vocal at the session by emphasizing the need for
infrastructure support and the business energy retrofit program.

Omerza stated that it was helpful that we had our EEDA priorities set before the Listening
Session.


http://www.mda.state.mn.us/gypsymoth
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Polyner reported that the Comp Plan is almost complete and the council should receive a
copy in February.

Polyner gave on an update on registering of the Community Center as a historical
building. She stated that the State Review Board will meet on March 22 to go over the
nominations and that any letters of support or nonsupport can be mailed in, but the
letters need to be notarized.

Polyner stated that the Minnesota Design Team will be returning to Ely on April 9th from
10am-2pm to see what progress has been done in Ely. They are going to give the City
three more board or issues that we would like to see happen.

D.Forsman/Omerza moved to direct JPJ Engineering to provide a cost estimate and
site plan for the Pioneer Mine Retaining Wall repairs. Motion Carried Unanimously.

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:
A. Clerk-Treasurer
i. EUC CONSENT AGENDA: The following items of business were recommended for
approval at the regular EUC meeting of Wednesday, January 13, 2016:
1. Approved in kind services for the Ely Winter Festival 2016
Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the EUC Consent Agenda item 1. Motion
Carried Unanimously.

ii. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve an increase of $0.20 per 100 cf for the
water rates and $0.20 per 100 cf for the sewer rates and no increase for the
electric rates for 2016 per the Public Hearing that was held at 5pm today.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

iii. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve signing the DNR Improving Community
Forests Grant for the Tree Board. Motion Carried Unanimously.

B. Fire Chief
Kess talked to Dave Marshall and Dave is going to give the council quarterly reports
from the Fire Department.

B. Library Director Heinrich gave a brief update on the upcoming events in the Library
which can be found on the Ely Library website.

C. Police Chief:
i. Omerza/D.Forsman moved to approve Bradley Roy 21 Year Hibbing
Community College Law Enforcement Student for the 32 Hour Field Training
Program with the Ely Police Department. Motion Carried Unanimously.

D. City Attorney:
E. City Engineer
10. COMMUNICATIONS:
A. Letter from Midcontinent on new name Midco.

B. Letter from Rick Nolan
C. 2015 Passport Sales
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D. Letter from Tom Rukavina- St. Louis County Board Meeting on September 27, 2016
E. Ely Community Education Letter
F. Ely Chamber of Commerce January 2016 Newsletter

11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:
A. City and EUC claims for January 19, 2016 for $964,415.80
B. Ely Community Resource- 15t Quarter 2016 Payment - $3875.00
Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Claims for Payment items A and B.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

12. OLD BUSINESS:
D. Approve Committee Appointments
Debeltz/Polyner moved to accept Heidi Omerza as the 2016 Acting Mayor.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

Airport Kess Park & Rec Omerza

Budget A.Forsman, Novak, Kess Planning & Zoning Polyner

Cemetery Debeltz Police Debeltz

Insurance Omerza Projects D.Forsman, Novak
Gardner Trust Polyner Sanitation A.Forsman
Employee Relations Omerza, Debeltz, D.Forsman | TAB D.Forsman

Fire Kess Liguor & Tobacco Debeltz

HRA Novak Utilities A.Forsman, Debeltz
HPC Polyner RAMS Kess

Library Omerza

Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve Kurt Soderberg and Warren Nikkola to
the EUC Commission - Term Expires February 1, 2019. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

Kess/Debeltz moved to approve Tim Riley to the Planning and Zoning
Commission- Term Expires January 31, 2019. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve Anthony Colarich to the Police
Commission - Term Expires January 31, 2019. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Kess/Polyner moved to approve Julie Hignell for the Park and Recreation
Board - Term Expires January 31, 2019. Motion Carried Unanimously

Debeltz/Polyner moved to approve Phil Hyde to the Heritage Preservation
Commission- Term Expires January 31, 2019. Motion Carried Unanimously.

E. Proposal for the sale and redevelopment of the Old Ford Garage - 36 E Conan Street
Langowski stated the City received one proposal from the Otts for five thousand
dollars plus closing costs associated with the sale of the lots. The next step will be to
direct the City Attorney to move forward with a purchase agreement, within that
purchase agreement can be other conditions and requirements.
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A.Forsman/Omerza moved to direct the City Attorney to draft a Purchase
Agreement for the purchase of the Old Ford Garage at 36 E Conan St to John Ott
for five thousand dollars plus closing costs. Motion passed 6-1 with Kess voting
No.

Kess’s concerns are that we are going against the wishes of the residents in the
neighborhood. Kess asks what it means in their proposal to improve the buildings for
light use and have the support of the neighborhood. Langowski stated that at planning
and zoning there has been discussion on an RT Zone which means there are additional
conditional uses allowed, which still requires a public hearing, public comment, and
approval.

13. NEW BUSINESS:

A.

B.

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve: TL Construction: Payment #12 for Ely City
Hall for $145,283.97. Motion Carried Unanimously.

D.Forsman/Omerza moved to approve the Partial Payment Estimate #3 for the
Business Park 2 Project to Mesabi Bituminous for $11,951.47. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Certificate of Substantial Completion for
the 2015 Improvement Projects. Motion Carried Unanimously.

D. Forsman/Omerza moved to approve the Certificate of Substantial Completion for
the Ely Business Park 2 Project. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to award the 2016 Legal Printing Bid to The Ely Echo
for the legal and display add publication for 2016 and designate them the
official publication. Motion Carried Unanimously

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the request from Northland 300 for a
Police Escort from Wilderness Parking lot to the Grand Ely Lodge on January 21,
2016 at 9am for the Opening Ceremony. Motion Carried Unanimously.
Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve Resolution 2016-003 Supporting the
Community Health Center. WHEREAS, access to care is a challenge in our rural area
because of higher prevalence of chronic disease and provider shortages. WHEREAS, the
Ely Community Health Center mission is to provide affordable health care services to
individuals who are uninsured or underinsured, with a vision to improve community health.
Their hope is that all people will have access to health services. WHEREAS, The Ely
Community Health Center will offer services including basic, non-emergency medical care
and referrals, medication assistance, help with applications to public insurance options such
as Medicaid and MNsure, and community referrals and connections. NOW,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Ely, Minnesota
commends the Ely Community Health Center for providing affordable health care to
individuals who are uninsured or underinsured and fully support their effort. Roll Called:
A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-yes, Omerza-yes, Polyner —yes D.Forsman-yes and
Mayor Novak-yes. Motion carried unanimously.

30 Year Anniversary of Taconite Trail - Ribbon Cutting on February 20, 2016 at 10am-
At the Taconite Trail/Tomahawk intersection behind softball field.

Langowski stated that Mayor Novak will be cutting the Ribbon. Langowski stated that
he is looking into working with the snowmobile club and to see if there are some
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Chamber members that will want to help out with the event. We are looking at doing a
campfire, hot chocolate and cake. We will be putting information in the paper to ask
for volunteers.

Polyner stated that it is also the Bear Head State Park’s 125t celebration that day also
and the park plans on having a heated building and hot chocolate if people want to go
for a longer ride.

14. OPEN FORUM
None

15. ADJOURN
Mayor Novak moved to adjourn without objection at 7:00pm.

Casey Velcheff
Deputy Clerk



