PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES - January 19, 2016

PRESENT: Council Members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Polyner (arrived at 5:23pm),
D.Forsman and Mayor Novak (7)
ABSENT: None

Mayor Novak opened the Public Hearing at 5:15pm in the City Hall Council Chambers and read
aloud the following purpose for the hearing.

Purpose: The purpose of the public hearing is to collect comments and feedback on the
Environmental Assessment document.

Environmental Assessment for Ely Municipal Airport (ELO) Proposed Improvements
ELO is proposing to build a partial parallel taxiway with connector taxiways at the northeast end
of Runway 12/30, build an aircraft apron expansion, and complete Runway 12/30 obstruction
removals. The partial parallel taxiway will be constructed in two phases for an overall length of
2,025 feet and require the infill of 0.6 acres of wetland. The apron expansion will include 7,000
SY of bituminous pavement in the southwest corner of the existing apron. Obstruction removal
will include grading and 12.6 acres of tree removal to clear an area 500 feet either side of
Runway 12/30. The EA is the Federal and State-required document designed to evaluate the
potential environmental effects of a proposed project and provide information to the public and
reviewing agencies.

Langowski went through a PowerPoint with the following information.

The purpose of the project is to bring the airport up to current federal design standards for safe
operations at the airport. The existing taxi way is deficient to safely accommodate the different
types of aircraft and aircraft operations currently at the airport and planned for the future. The
existing aircraft apron does not provide sufficient space at the southeast end to meet FAA Design
Standards for clearances between parked and taxiing aircraft. The primary surface for Runway
12/30 needs to be extended to 500 feet either side of runway centerline to lower approach
minimums to ¥-mile.

Proposed Improvements would include a new connector taxiway at the end of Runway 12, which
would allow for full use of the runway length. It would also include a new partial parallel
taxiway, expansion of the existing aircraft apron, and runway 12/30 obstruction removal to
expand the primary surface.

Phase 1’s construction would be in 2016 and 2017, and it would take advantage of potentially the
last year that MnDot will fund 50% of the local 10%. Phase 1’s project scope will be to remove
the existing taxiway Al, construct a new taxiway Al, realign drainage way for future parallel
taxiway, and construct a filtration basin. The airport will not have to close for Phase 1
construction.

Future plans include Phase 2 and a Phase 3, Phase 2 would include an apron expansion and
Phase 3 would be removing the existing taxiway A3 and constructing a new taxiway A & A4.
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Early Investigation and coordination: Preliminary investigation that has been completed is as
follows, wetland delineation, phase 1 archaeological resources survey which found no historic
properties affected, and site surveys and soil borings which were completed in the fall of 2015.

Some of the potential impacts would be tree habitat for federally designated threatened animal
species the Northern Long-eared Bat. Tree removal would happen between October 1 and March
31 to avoid impacts to bat habitat. There could also be some wetland Impact which would try to
be avoided during construction, re-establish drainage ways, and purchase of wetland credits
(wetland credits are only anticipated for Phase 3 Construction). Another impact would be storm
water impact which they would meet NPDES requirements for storm water management and
implement the best management practices, including a new filtration basin. Another impact
would be construction related impacts. We would require contractors to comply with local noise
and dust ordinances and dispose of waste in compliance with state and local standards.

Four citizens were in attendance (from the sign-up sheet) and no one chose to speak on the issue.

Mayor Novak closed the Public Hearing at 5:27pm.



