
February 2, 2016 - 5:30 p.m. 
Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
2. ROLL CALL:  

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Polyner, D.Forsman and   
         Mayor Novak 
ABSENT: None 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the minutes from the January 19, 2016 EUC 
Rates Public Hearing, the January 19, 2016 Environmental Assessment for the Ely 
Airport Public Hearing, the January 19, 2016 Regular Council Meeting, and the 
January 26, 2016 Study Session.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 
4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA: 

A. Addition: 7.A. Pat Koski 
B. Addition: 12.A. Approve Committee Appointments 

Cemetery Committee – Gail Sheddy – Term Expires January 31, 2019 
 Additions A and B were added without objection. 

 
5. MAYOR’S REPORT 

Mayor Novak reported on the outage with Midco Sunday through Monday morning. There 
was an issue with one of the lines down by Kettle River that caused the outage.  Ely TV 
and the Weather Channel were working since those are local channels.   Lake Country 
Power also had an outage so WELY was down also. In the future ElyTV could be one way 
we communicate with our residents. 

 
6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s 
agenda.  

B. Approve Council Members and staff to attend the 2016 Safety & Loss Control 
Workshops.  

Debeltz/D. Forsman moved to approve the consent agenda items A-B. Motion 
Carried Unanimously.  

 
7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  

A. Pat Koski – Regarding changing the Election Polling Place 
Koski stated that she is representing a large amount of Ely Citizens that she has 
talked to. Koski stated that at the Special Primary Election Langowski stated that 
the next regular election might be in the newly renovated City Hall.  
Koski said that she attends meetings at City Hall and usually uses the stairs, but she 
has used the elevator before.  She is concerned with the difficulty that it will be for 
the elderly and people that use canes, walkers and wheelchairs to get to the 
council chambers for elections.  Koski stated that citizens are concerned about 
parking and crossing the street to be able to come to vote. Koski said it will not be 
as easy for people to be dropped off in the front of City Hall since Chapman Street 
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is busier than in front of the Senior Center. Koski stated that she is also concerned 
with the slanted walkway to get into City Hall via the accessible entrance. Also 
some of the Senior Citizens like to sit and rest a bit when they come into the Senior 
Center, in City Hall there is no place they can rest.  Koski suggests if the elections 
are at City Hall that some chairs are placed on the lower level so people can take a 
break and catch their breath.  There is a lot of walking before you even get into the 
council chambers, then they will have to maneuver around the council chambers to 
vote. Another fact is that this year we have a presidential election, so we will have 
a lot more voters and we could have a line coming up from the stairs and a line 
coming from the elevator.  As election judges we also do curbside voting for people 
that are unable to come into the polling place.  When curbside voting happens two 
election judges have to go out to the person with the election materials and they 
vote from their vehicle, this could lead to delays in the regular voting, since it is 
farther to walk. Koski stated that we are not inconveniencing the Senior Center by 
having our elections there.    
Koski read some emails and comments that she received from some citizens who 
are concerned with having the elections at City Hall.  
Mayor Novak thanked Pat Koski for coming and voicing her concerns.  Mayor 
Novak stated that the more comments we get the better decision we can make.  

 
8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Omerza asked the council to take the Water Survey on the CGMC News Brief for 
Minnesota water priorities that was emailed out.  
Omerza attended the League of Minnesota Board Meeting they went through the 2016 
Board Policies and the Top 10 priorities.  
Omerza reported that the Library strategic plan was going to be reviewed by the board in 
early 2016. Omerza also commented on the action steps to meet the 2016 goals of the 
Library that were listed in the packet. The Library had an all-time circulation of 71,083 for 
2015.  
 
Polyner stated that the Draft of the City of Ely’s Comprehensive Plan has been completed, 
the council will get copies, it will be posted on the website, and there will be a copy 
available in the Clerk’s Office.  
Polyner/Omerza moved to make the February 17 and March 2, 2016 Public 
Hearings to present the contents of the draft 2016 Comprehensive Plan a Special 
Council Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Mayor Novak stated that the Canoe Festival and the Marathon events that are being 
planned by the Event Coordinator are coming along. 
 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
A. Clerk-Treasurer  

i. EUC CONSENT AGENDA: The following items of business were recommended for 

approval at the regular EUC meeting of Wednesday, January 27, 2016.  

1. Approved putting the 1996 bucket truck for sale on Do Bid and the League and 

MMUA websites. 
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2. Approved purchase of two 7 HP submersible pumps from General Pump & Repair 

for $10,370.00 for the WWTF. 

3. Approved purchase of 26 LED street lights from WESCO for $28,860.00 for James 

and Pattison Streets. 

4. Approved purchase of two switches from WESCO for $6,488.00 for the commercial 

feeder. 

5. Approved payment of the 2016 MMUA Electric Utility Member Dues for 

$5,930.00. 

6. Approved payment for the Bucket Lift Truck for $103,972.00 from ABM 

Equipment and Supply. 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the EUC Consent Agenda items 1-6. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  

ii. Burntside Lake Association 
Langowski had a meeting with the Burntside Lake Association they are going to do 
an invasive species education project. They came to Langowski to see if the city 
would be interested in being the local government unit to sponsor the project.  
They are applying for funding to provide education at boat ramps and wash down 
stations for invasive species.  Burntside Lake is the raw water supply for the City of 
Ely so Langowski stated that the council would definitely be in support of their 
efforts.  Langowski stated that he has the draft submittal of what they have put 
together so far on his desk if anyone would like to look at it.  

iii. Tree Board Grant  
The tree board is working on putting a federal grant together; it’s a two year cycle 
with up to $50,000 which the City would need to match 25% of that through in 
kind work and cash, which we already have budgeted through our capital projects 
fund for these projects. If the Tree Board gets this grant they are looking at doing 
an additional 50 trees per year and also do another tree assessment for hazardous 
trees.  

 
B. Fire Chief  

i. Fire Truck 
Chief Erchull gave an update on the stats for 2015.   

 170 EMS Calls 
 40 Fire Calls 

o 5 Structure Fire Calls 
o 3 Hazmat Calls  
o 4 Mutual Aid Calls  with Babbitt 
o 2 Mutual Aid Calls with Town of Morse 

 
C. Library Director Heinrich gave a brief update on the upcoming events in the Library which 

can be found on the Ely Library website.  

 
D. Police Chief 
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E. City Attorney:   
i. Hospital Annexation Order  

Attorney Klun stated that the last step in this process will be for Klun Law Office to 
record this order. Attorney Klun stated that she was pleased that it went through 
the on the first time. The next step is to move forward with the development 
agreement with the hospital. In the hospital agreement we will be taking 
ownership with a street we once vacated, we will be vacating another portion and 
a number of other items.  
 
Attorney Klun stated that they are moving forward with the investigation on 
Officer Carlson.  
 
Reed Road: Attorney Klun stated that the judge has set a trial for the interveners in 
August. Attorney Klun stated that we are still waiting for the appraisal back from, 
the appraiser in the cities on Reed Road.  She is hopeful that they will get the 
condemnation done by the trial date. After the appraisal comes back there will be 
some action items for the council, Attorney Klun will keep the council informed.  
 
Attorney Klun stated that she is going to follow through with Morse about the West 
Shagawa Road annexation.  
 

F. City Engineer 
 

10. COMMUNICATIONS:   
A. Iron Range Youth in Action- 21st Annual Young Leaders Conference: Make a 

Difference 2016 
B. Ely Community Resource- 4th Quarter Progress Report 
C. Letter from Alyssa Fredrickson 6th Grade Student at Hutchinson Middle School –

Mayor Novak’s return Letter  
D. MN Pollution Control Agency –Bio solids Annual Report/NPDES Permit Number 

MN0020508 
E. ISD No.696 – Us Bank Place to Play Grant to revamp and restructure the 

playground space.  
F. The Ely Timberjay letter on Legal Bid Notices 
G. 2015 Planning and Zoning Report 
H. Planning and Zoning Public Hearings on February 17 and March 2, 2016 at 5:30 – 

draft of the 2016 City of Ely Comprehensive Plan 
 

11. CLAIMS  FOR PAYMENT:    
A. City and EUC claims for February 2, 2016 for $408,139.92 
Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Claims for Payment item A. Motion 
Carried Unanimously.  
 

12. OLD BUSINESS:  
A. Approve Committee Appointments 

Polyner /Kess moved to approve Mike Banovetz to the Planning & Zoning 
Commission –Term Expires January 31, 2019. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
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Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve: 
Peter Schuler to the Projects Committee - Term Expires January 31, 2018, 
Tara Boerst to the Ely Library Board – Term Expires January 31, 2019, and  
Gail Sheddy to the Cemetery Board – Term Expires January 31, 2019.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 

B. Approve Council List of Committee Representatives  
Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve the following list of Council Members 
Committee Representatives. 

Airport  Kess Park & Rec Omerza 

Budget A.Forsman, Novak, Kess Planning & Zoning Polyner 

Cemetery Debeltz Police Debeltz 

Insurance Omerza Projects D.Forsman, Novak 

Gardner Trust Polyner Sanitation A.Forsman 

Employee Relations Omerza, Debeltz, D.Forsman TAB D.Forsman 

Fire Kess Liquor & Tobacco Debeltz 

HRA Novak Utilities A.Forsman, Debeltz 

HPC  Polyner RAMS Kess 

Library Omerza Mesabi Trails R. Skraba 

Joint Powers Novak Hwy #169 Task Force Kess 

CGMC Omerza Lodging Tax Board Novak 

Events Coordinator Board Novak Ely Area Ambulance Board Novak 

    

        Motion Carried Unanimously  
 

13. NEW BUSINESS:  
A. A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve Command Fire Apparatus quote for 

2011 Pierce fire pumper for $315,000.  
A.Forsman stated that the fire truck was discussed at the Budget meeting. This 
truck was listed new at $750,000, it’s not even five years old, this is a really good 
deal to get it at $315,000.  Looking through the budget this is possible and 
A.Forsman would like to see this pass.  
Kess stated he would like the community to know that usually the City of Ely 
would borrow money to buy a piece of equipment like this, but we have this money 
available in our Equipment Replacement Fund.  
Erchull stated that the City of Ely has an aging fleet of two American LaFrance Fire 
engines and parts for these two trucks are really hard to come by since the 
company is no longer in existence.  This new truck would be a huge improvement 
in the safety value.  This truck also comes with compressed air foam system so the 
fire department will be able to knock down fires a lot quicker.  
Polyner asked why the City of University Park is selling the truck since it is so new.  
Erchull stated that University Park is the 5th wealthiest city in the state of Texas.   
This unit served them as a high priced Taxi Cab for their paramedics. They are 
purchasing a new E1 Ladder truck which will make their fleet all E1.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
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B. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve the Lease Agreement with the St Louis 
County Sheriff’s Department for their space in Ely City Hall. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  

C. D.Forsman/A.Forsman moved to approve the Environmental Assessment for 
the Ely Airport. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

D. A.Forsman/Kess moved to reject the offer from Greg Adkisson for the 
purchase of lots 5 and 6 in block 1 of Phase 3 in the Spaulding development 
for $41,000. Motion Carried Unanimously. Motion Carried Unanimously.   

E. Received notice from Mike Sibley that he is retiring on February 19, 2016, Mike 
worked for the City of Ely for 8 years.  
Debeltz/Omerza moved to send Mike Sibley a Thank You for his years of 
service and to accept his notice of retirement.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 

 
14. OPEN FORUM 

 
 

15. Mayor Novak adjourned the meeting at 6:23pm without objection.  
 
 


