
 

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 

February 16, 2016 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Novak called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 5:30pm.  

 

2. ROLL CALL:  

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Polyner, D.Forsman 

and Mayor Novak (7) 

Absent: None 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Minutes from the February 2, 2016 

Regular Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA: 

A. Addition:  8.A.i. Lodging Tax Report Explanation  

B. Addition: 8.A.ii: HRA Meeting Information 

C. Addition: 13.G. Approval of Application for Payment to Range Cornice & Roofing 

Company for Ely Municipal Airport for $64,065.40. 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve Additions A-C. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT 

Mayor Novak congratulated the Ely Ski Team on making it to State.  

Mayor Novak and senate staff are crafting the language for the Business Park 2 and 17
th

 

Avenue bonding project.  

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA:    

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s 

agenda 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the consent agenda item A. Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  

None 

 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Council member Kess asked that the unapproved minutes from RAMS be added to the 

council packet rather than the approved minutes, since the unapproved are timelier, he 

will report any changes when the minutes are approved. Kess asked that Steve Giorgi 

provide a status report for the different mines around the range and also for a list of the 

bonding projects that cities are doing, Kess will report back to the council when he gets 

the information.  

Debeltz congratulated Kess on being elected President of Rams.  

 

Omerza stated that the February 22, 2016 Park and Rec meeting coincides with the 

hearing on the Gypsy Moths, possible rescheduling of the Park and Rec meeting for 

February 29, 2016.  
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Polyner stated that the first public hearing on the Comp Plan is tomorrow February 17, 

2016 and the second public meeting will be on March 2, 2016 both at 5:30pm.   

 

Mayor Novak commented on the updated final lodging tax report included in the 

additions. The difference between the final lodging tax report and the one report comes 

out of Cook County collections is this one includes the 3% fees that are collected from 

people that are not within the taxing district that volunteer to contribute, like in Babbitt. 

This report shows approximately $20,000 more than the other report. Lodging tax is up 

approximately 10-12% from 2014.   

Polyner stated that she would like to see the number of people that come up to the area 

each year.  

 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. Clerk-Treasurer 

i. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to post internally for the Custodial/Laborer 

position. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

B. Fire Chief 

 

C. Library Director 

i. Use of City Hall Council Chambers by Friends of the Library June 13-21, 2016 

for the Friends of the Library Book Sale.  

Debeltz/Omerza moved to allow the Friends of the Library to use the Council 

Chambers and a chosen collection area, to be determined later, on June 13-

21, 2016. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

A.Forsman /Omerza moved to suggest the EEDA move the June EEDA 

meeting to June 21, 2016 at 4:30pm so the Friends of the Library can use the 

Council Chambers for their Book Sale.  Motion Carried Unanimously  

 

Library Director Heinrich gave a brief update on the upcoming events in the Library 

which can be found on the Ely Library website.  

 

D. Police Chief 

 

E. City Attorney:  

 

F. City Engineer 

 

10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. Ely Chamber News 

B. MPCA Petroleum Tank Release Site File Closure 

C. Minnesota Historical Society- Ely Community Center considered by state review 

board for nomination of National Historic Places  

D. Taconite Trail 30
th

 Anniversary 

E. Recharge the Range-a strategic roadmap for economic development 

F. Proposal for Gypsy Moth Management- Feb. 22
nd

  Ely City Hall 
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11. CLAIMS  FOR PAYMENT:  

A. City and EUC claims for February 16, 2016 for $508,020.63 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Claims for Payment item A. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  

 

12. OLD BUSINESS:   

A. Coalition of Greater MN Cities-Pledge Form/Invoice CGMC 2016 Wastewater Legal 

and Regulatory Voluntary Assessment. 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to have Tim Flaherty from the Coalition of Greater 

Minnesota Cities to come and talk to the Council and EUC about the 2016 

Wastewater Legal and Regulatory Voluntary Assessment.  Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

13. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. Omerza/D.Forsman moved to approve the State of MN Airport Maintenance 

and Operation Grant Contract. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

B. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve Resolution #2016-004 Authorizing to 

Execute MN Department of Transportation Airport Maintenance and Operation 

Grant Contract.  It is resolved by the CITY OF ELY as follows: 1. That the state of 

Minnesota Contract Number 1000975.  “Airport Maintenance and Operation Grant 

Contract,” at the Ely Municipal Airport is accepted. 2. That the Mayor and 

Clerk/Treasurer are authorized to execute this Contract and any amendments on 

behalf of the CITY OF ELY. Roll Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-yes, 

Omerza-yes, Polyner –yes D.Forsman-yes and Mayor Novak-yes.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

C. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve Resolution #2016-005 Authorizing the 

City of Ely to make application to and accept funds from the IRRRB FY16 

Public Works Stimulus Grant Program. WHEREAS the authorizing authority 

approves of the attached application for the 2016 Utility / Infrastructure 

Improvements project; and WHEREAS the authorizing authority agrees to accept 

funding for the underlying project if approved by the IRRRB. NOW BE IT 

RESOLVED that the authorizing authority of the City of Ely, Minnesota does adopt 

this resolution. Roll Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-yes, Omerza-yes, 

Polyner –yes D.Forsman-yes and Mayor Novak-yes.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 
 

D. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to have a Special Council Meeting on March 3, 2016 

at 6pm at the Grand Ely Lodge for the meeting regarding Ely Regional 

Community Complex.  Motion Carried Unanimously 

 

E. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to reschedule the March 1, 2016 council meeting to 

March 8, 2016 at 5:30pm as it falls on day of the caucus.  Also, post for 

signatures to move the EEDA meeting to 4:30 on March 8, 2016. Motion Carried 

Unanimously. 

  

F. Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve the State of Minnesota Joint Powers 

Agreement. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
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G. Attorney Klun stated that this payment is with regard to the Airport Roof and this is 

part of the settlement.  

Omerza/D.Forsman moved to approve the Application for Payment to Range 

Cornice & Roofing Company for Ely Municipal Airport for $64,065.40 

contingent upon the city receiving trust fund monies from the settlement. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  

Langowski stated that the Airport roof is complete besides a couple punch list items 

that will be completed this spring.  

 

14. OPEN FORUM 

Attorney Klun gave an update on Reed Road since several people in the audience from 

Reed Road were in attendance.  

Attorney Klun stated they are waiting on an appraisal to move forward with 

condemnation proceedings.  The appraiser has asked for aerials since Reed Road is not 

along the lake shore and it is set back. If this goes into a contested matter we want to 

make sure it is clear where the road sits relative to lake shore. Attorney Klun stated that 

the appraiser should receive the aerials within the next day or two. Attorney Klun stated 

that we are hopeful to have the final appraisal next week.  Once the appraiser has the final 

appraisal completed the council will then make a resolution to move forward with the 

condemnation.  The court has set a trial on the prescriptive easement matter. Attorney 

Klun stated that the hope is that this condemnation will move forward and if necessary 

we will file a continuance with the court.  

 

15. Mayor Novak Adjourned the meeting at 6:15pm without objection.  

 

 

 

Casey Velcheff 

Deputy Clerk 


