
Council Minutes: March 15, 2016 

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

2. ROLL CALL:  

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Polyner, D.Forsman  

          and Mayor Novak 

ABSENT: Omerza 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Minutes from the March 8, 2016 Regular 

Meeting with the change to Section 9 Departmental Reports, City Attorney i. Reed Road 

Appraisal Review (Closed Session) motion to Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to close the 

meeting at the end pursuant to Minn. Stat. §13D.05, subd. 3(c)(2) to review confidential or 

protected nonpublic appraisal data under Minn. Stat. § 13.44, subd., 3 and to discuss a 

potential offer relative to 2365 Reed Road, Ely, MN 55731.   Motion Carried Unanimously 
 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA: 

A. Addition 9.E. i. Commercial Renovation Loan for 103 E Chapman St. for E Chapman 

Properties, L.L.C. for $17,500.00.  

B. Addition 9.E.ii. Commercial Renovation Loan for 2 W Sheridan St.  for E. Chapman 

Properties, L.L.C.  for $17,500.00.  

C. Addition 9.E.iii  Luthera Smith (Closed Session) 

D. Addition 12.A Approve Committee Appointments – Projects Committee – Ross 

Petersen- Term Expires January 31, 2018 

E. Addition 13.D. Commercial Renovation Loan Application from 2 Gringos Grill Inc. for 

$17,000 for flooring, signage, painting, and equipment.  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to accept the additions A-E. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT 

Mayor Novak stated that there will be an informational meeting with the Department of 

Agriculture on Gypsy Moths on April 11, 2016 at 5:30 in the Council Chambers; this will be 

discussed later in the meeting.  

Mayor Novak stated that the clerk’s office and Mayor had not received any calls for the study 

group on sulfide mining that was asked for during the Open Forum at the last Council Meeting.  

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

A. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the clerk and council to attend the League 

of Minnesota Cities Alliance for Innovation Annual Conference June 14-17, 2016 

in St. Paul, MN. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  

None 

 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Kess reported that RAMS passed a Resolution in regards to Governor Dayton’s position on 

access agreements for state land leases for Twin Metals MN.  The Resolution calls for the 
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Governor to reconsider his position on the access agreements, and to allow the Governor’s 

agencies to do the work they are charged with doing.  

 

Polyner reported that the Planning and Zoning Commission will be doing the Final Review on 

the Comp Plan at the next meeting, if anyone has any other input please let them know. The 

final Comp Plan will be on the next regular Council Meeting on April 5, 2016.  

 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. Clerk-Treasurer  

i. EUC CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: The following items of business were 

recommended for approval at the regular EUC meeting of Wednesday, March 9, 2016:  

1. Approved payment of the January EUC Bills List for $442,111,.83 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the EUC Consent Agenda item 1. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  

ii. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the purchase of Direct Replacement Box for 

1999 Int’l Truck for $7120 from Crysteel Truck Equipment. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

B. Fire Chief 

 

C. Library Director Heinrich gave a brief update on the upcoming events in the Library which 

can be found on the Ely Library website.  

 

D. Police Chief 

 

E. City Attorney:     

i. Commercial Renovation Loan for 103 E Chapman St. for E Chapman Properties, L.L.C. 

for $17,500.00.  

ii. Commercial Renovation Loan for 2 W Sheridan St.  for E. Chapman Properties, L.L.C.  

for $17,500.00. 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve signing and execute the funds for i. and ii, two 

Commercial Renovation Loans one for 103 E Chapman St and one for 2 W Sheridan 

St for E. Chapman Properties both loans for $17,500. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

iii. Luthera Smith (Closed Session)  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to close the meeting at the end under Minn. Stat. 

§13D.05, subd. 3(b), attorney client privilege with regard to ongoing litigation, 

Smith v. City of Ely, court file 69VI-CV-15-531. Motion Carried Unanimously 

 

F. City Engineer 

 

10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. Election Clerk Certification 

B. Northwoods Partners 

 

11. CLAIMS  FOR PAYMENT:  

A. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the City and EUC claims for payment for 

March 15, 2016 of $433,204.58. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
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12. OLD BUSINESS:   

A. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve Ross Peterson to the Projects Committee – 

Term Expires January 31, 2018. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

13. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. A.Forsman/D.Forsman moved to make the informational meeting scheduled with 

the Department of Agriculture on Gypsy Moths on Monday April 11
th

 from 5:30-

6:30pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall a Special Council Meeting. Motion 

Carried Unanimously. 

Mayor Novak left the meeting. Debeltz took over as Acting Mayor.  

B. A.Forsman/D.Forsman moved to make the TAB meeting with Lake Connections 

for April 21
st
 2016 at 4:00pm in Council Chambers at City Hall a Special Council 

Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

C. D.Forsman/Polyner moved to approve the Public Works Stimulus Grant Award 

Agreement for $250,000 for the replacement of sanitary sewers and water mains.  

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

D. D.Forsman/Polyner moved to accept the Commercial Renovation Loan 

Application from 2 Gringos Grill Inc. for $17,000 for flooring, signage, painting, 

and equipment. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

Mayor Novak returned to the meeting.  

 

14. OPEN FORUM 

None 

 

Mayor Novak recessed the meeting for 10 minutes.  

Mayor Novak closed the meeting at 6:04pm for attorney client privilege with regard to ongoing 

litigation, Smith v. City of Ely, court file 69VI-CV-15-531. 

Mayor Novak reopened the meeting at 6:07pm.  

 

15. ADJOURN 

Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:07pm. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

 

Casey Velcheff 

Deputy Clerk 


