Special Council Meeting Minutes - April 11, 2016
City Hall, Council Chambers
Call to Order
Mayor Novak called the meeting to order at 5:35pm.

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Omerza, Polyner, D.Forsman and Mayor Novak (6)
ABSENT: Council Member Debeltz (1)

ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS

REQUEST TO APPEAR

MN Department of Agriculture

Mayor Novak stated that we have invited the Minnesota Department of Agriculture to present
information and clear up some misinformation on their proposed gypsy moth treatment this
June. This meeting is not intended to be a public hearing. However if you would like to
comment, please write those comments down on the paper provided or email the Department
of Agriculture. The experts gathered here tonight will present information on the infestation
that was found in Ely, how they came to the recommendation for the treatment, and discuss
the Btk product. The MDA will also talk about next steps in the process. Afterwards, they will
take questions from the audience. We have scheduled the meeting for an hour. Knowing there
may be questions, we will try to wrap up around 6:45 p.m. in order to be mindful of everyone’s
time. The experts will stay afterward to answers some questions one-on-one.

OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
ADJOURN

Mayor Novak adjourned the meeting at 5:37pm and introduced Kimberly Thielen Cremers from
the Minnesota Department of Agriculture.

Kimberly Thielen Cremers stated that its multi-agencies that make these decisions and are over
seen by many consultants from the different agencies. The Ely block is one of the five proposed
blocks in Minnesota, one is in Two Harbors and the other three are in southern Minnesota. Ely
is part of the slow the spread project.

Steve Katovich from the US Forest Service stated that he has worked with the Gypsy Moth since
1989. The Gypsy Moth is a non-native insect that we do not want to see in our area since it will
impact our forests. The Gypsy Moth feeds on a wide range of trees and shrubs, it will eat the
leaves from birch, oaks, aspens, willows, and many other shrubs and bushes.

Katovich stated that Ely is part of the slow the spread program which the goal of the program is
to reduce the spread of the Gypsy Moth by 60%. The slow the spread program was
implemented cooperatively by the USDA and the ten states located along the leading edge of



the Gypsy Moth populations. Gypsy Moth populations do not expand in a continuous wave but
in distinct colonies. The slow the spread program identifies and treats these populations before
they merge. This is the type of colony that is in Ely, it is in front of the line so they would like to
stop the spread before it goes farther.

Katovich stated that there are three main applications that are used to eradicate the Gypsy
Moth, mating disruption, Gypcheck, and Btk. All three applications would be done aerial; the
type of application depends on the population density, the record of success, the costs, and the
ease of application. Btk is the best option for Ely since it is indicated as a high population of
Gypsy Moth.

Deanna Scher from the MN Department of Health talked about the human health risks. In
animal studies the Btk insecticide has no toxic effects, infectivity or pathogenicity even at high
doses. In alonger duration of the animal feeding studies in 90 days there were no effects and
in two years females had some weight gain. The longer duration is not happening in Ely since it
is just 2 short applications. Scher looked at several studies with btk sprays. One study was the
Petrie et al 2003 symptom complaints following aerial spraying with Biological insecticide Foray
48B. In the study it stated that there were no increase in the rate of health care patient visits
and there was no increase for participants with asthma or allergies.

Scher stated that in exposure studies the airborne concentrates outdoors go down quickly, but
there will be a low level present for a couple days. The droplet size is large enough that it
should not get into your lungs if you are exposed. Scher stated that in summary Btk is not
considered toxic and it is not considered a human pathogen. A small percentage of people in
sprayed areas have reported symptoms, mainly irritant effects that were mild and transient.
Scher stated that she is not worried about the Btk spray. She suggested some personal actions
to limit exposure would be to stay indoors during the sprays, close windows, and wait until
spray has dried.

Kimberly Thielen Cremers stated that the Environmental Assessment takes in all public
comment so it will be completed after this final public meeting. Once the Environmental
Assessment is finished it will be posted to the Minnesota Department of Agriculture website.

Several members from the community asked questions to the experts about the gypsy moth
spray.

Kimberly Thielen Cremers stated that anyone who had additional comments to fill out a
comment form or to pick up her card and email them to her.

The meeting was dismissed at 7:33pm

Casey Velcheff
Deputy Clerk



