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Council Minutes April 19, 2016
Regular Meeting Ely City Council - City Hall, Council Chambers

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL:
PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Acting Mayor Omerza,

Polyner, D.Forsman (6)

ABSENT: Mayor Novak (1)

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
J. Debeltz/D Forsman moved to approve the minutes from April 1, 2016 Special

Council Meeting, the April 5, 2016 Regular IVIeeting, the April 7. 2016 Special
Council Meeting for the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization, and the April 11,

2016 Special Council Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:
J. Debeltz/D. Forsman moved to add Kris Halberg from the Incredible Ely Small

Business Conference under Request to Appear. IVIotion Carried Unanimously

Polyner/A.Forsman moved to add Update on Ely Design Team to Old Business E.
Motion carried unanimously.

5. MAYOR'S REPORT -
Acting Mayor Omerza stated that Mayor Novak is currently in Washington D.C.

lobbying for Twin Metals M.hm.esota, the Bureau of Land Management, and Broadband
in the Ely area.
Acting Mayor Omerza stated that Calendar Parking is still in enforced because of street

sweeping.

6. CONSENT AGENDA:
A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight's

agenda
B. Approve Mayor, Council Members and Staff to attend the 2016 League of Minnesota

Cities Annual Conference June 14-17, 2016 in St. Paul

Debeltz/D. Forsman moved to approve the Consent Agenda Items A-B. Motion

Carried Unanimously.

7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:
Rris Halberg spoke about the Incredible Ely Small Business Conference that is being
organized by Incredible Ely next Wednesday and Thursday April 27 and 28,2016. She
stated that the conference is for new and existing businesses and is intended to help build

skills and networking.
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8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
A.Forsman reported that the Sanitation Committee met and Spring Clean-Up Days will
be on Friday, May 20 and Saturday May 21st from 8am-3pm. The G-men and the City

of Ely will staff the collection site on both days. The location will be on 7th Avenue near

Whiteside Park as it has been done in the past. Advertising for the event will be on April
30th through the Ely Echo, Ely Shopper, and the WELY. The sanitation group also
recommended that if the Town of Morse does not want to participate in the event that

proof of residence using a utility bill or driver's license should be required.

Polyner/DebeItz moved to approve variance request by Daniel MacCoy for an
addition to his home that will encroach the side lot line to within 5' in an Rl, Single

& Two Family Residential Zoning District. Motion Carried Unanimously.

PoIyner/D.Forsman moved to direct the Planning and Zoning Administrator and

Commission to evaluate and update City Code 11.40, List of Permissible and

Conditional Uses, and task the attorney with drafting the ordinance to make the

proposed changes to Chapter 11 Land Use Regulation. JVtotion Carried

Unanimously.

PoIyner/D.Forsman moved to task the City Attorney with drafting a Right of Way
Vacation ordinance for the Block 1 Alley of the Maki Addition Plat. Motion Carries

Unanimously.

Polyner moved to re-submit the Planning and Zoning's request to the council to evaluate
sign ordinance in relation to the Electric Message Center signs. Motion died for lack of

support,

Omerza stated that there is an ad hoc group under park and recreation that has to do with

a dog park. If anyone is interested call City Hall and they will get you in touch with the
correct people.

Langowski also stated that there is a leash law in town and also to pick up after your

dogs.

D.Forsman/Debeltz moved to keep the applications of Joe Shusta and John Sjoberg

on file for one year for the same or similar position as the CustodiaI/Laborer

Worker position. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Langowsld stated that there are not any items on the Study Session Agenda for next

Tuesday, so if it is ok with the council we will cancel the Study Session. No objections.

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:
A. Clerk-Treasurer

i. EUC Consent Agenda Items: The following items of business were

recommended for approval at the regular EUC meeting of Wednesday, April 13,

2016:
1. Approved sending the Point of Sale Sewer Inspection Draft Ordinance to the

City Council.
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2. Approved purchase of two lift station control panels fi'om Quality Flow

Systems for $19,700.00.

3. Approved payment of the February EUC Bills List for $448,685.74.
4. Approved payment of the MMUA 2016 Electric Member Dues for $5,930.00
5. Approved payment of the KBM, Inc. Invoice #160316 for $9,332.00 for the

electrical distribution planning study.
6. Approved payment of the Minnesota Power ]V[arch bill for $229,449.16.
7. Approved the JVtarch Revenue Report and the February 2016 Financial Report.

J.Debeltz/P Kess moved to approve EUC consent agenda items 2-7.

Motion Carried Unanimously
Langowski commented that the Point of Sale Sewer Inspection Draft

Ordinance has been a point of discussion for many years. We have a lot of

clear water that enters the waste water treatment facility by sump pumps

connected to the sanitary system, foundation drains, or poor pipes that have
cracked and are now allowing ground water to enter. At the Point of Sale is

where St. Louis County does their sewer inspection, and they give adequate
time for the homeowner or the new homeowner to make corrections that are
needed. We would either do the inspection or have someone else do the

inspection to see where the foundation drains are directed, where the sump

pumps are draining, etc. The Point of Sale is the time when there is leverage to

get these things resolved.

A.Forsman/J. Debeltz moved in support of the City Attorney drafting the

Point of Sale Sewer Inspection Ordinance as directed by Langowski.

IVIotion carried unanimously
ii. Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to remove the one-way street designation on 2"

Ave West between Sheridan & Camp St. Motion Carried Unanimously.

B. Fire Chief

C. Library Director Heinrich gave a brief update on the upcoming events in the Library
which can be found on the Ely Library website.

D. Police Chief

E. City Attorney:

F. City Engineer

10. COMMUNICATIONS:
A. Groundbreaking Ceremony for new 120 bed student residence at VCC on April 29,

2016 at 2pm.
B. Dan Smith Assistant Treasurer will be attending the CDBG 2016 Contract Workshop

in Mt. Iron on May 10,2016.
C. League of Minnesota Cities RE: LMCIT Claim No: GL11427

11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:
A. City and EUC claims for April 19, 2016 for $471,633.35

J.Debeltz/D. Forsman moved to approve claims for payment item A. Motion

Carried Unanimously
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12. OLD BUSINESS:
A. Approve Committee Appointment

Airport Committee - Mike Popesh - Term Expires January 31, 2019

A.Forsman/D.Forsman moved to appoint Mike Popesh to Airport committee.

]VIotion Carried Unanimously

B. P. Kess/J.DebeIz move to table Final Comp Plan until the May 3, 2016 Council

Meeting. IVIotion Carried Unanimously

C. Polyner moved to approve Resolution #2016-014 Reestablishing Polling Places,

Motion failed for lack of support.

D. St Louis County Draft ATV Ordinance -matter of information

E. Update on Ely Design Team-
Polyner as member of the Incredible Ely updated the council on the meeting with the

MN Design Team. Seven members of the Design Team returned to Ely. Polyner

stated that she gave the Design Team a recap of everything that has been happening

in the town since they were here last. Some suggestions that Polyner had them look at

again was the Trezona Tie-in, how to get people from downtown to the Trezona,
another idea was the West End Development and how the entrance into town should

look. Some other suggestions were more way finding signs and the zip line. Polyner

stated that she has contacted a company to see if the zip line is a feasible project.
Polyner stated that overall it was a really good meeting.

Omerza stated that City money is not being used for these projects, these are

Incredible Ely projects.

13. NEW BUSINESS:
A. Debeltz/ Kess moved to approve the quote from American Pressure Inc for the

Decontamination Trailer Package for the Burntside Lake Association and City

of Ely's Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Plan for $36,820.30. IVIotion

Carried Unanimously

B. D. Forsman/J. Debeltz move to approve the hiring of Andrew Luthens for the

CustodiaI/Laborer pending a back ground check. Motion Carried Unanimously

C. A.Forsman/D.Forsman moved to approve State of Minnesota Grant Contract
for LCCMR Improving Community Forests through Citizenship Engagement

for the Tree Board. JMotion Carried Unanimously

D. J.Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve Resolution #2016-015 Authorizing

Application of Ruffed Grouse Society Crazy Flight Chapter to Apply for Raffle
Permit. WHEREAS, the Ruffed Grouse Society Crazy Flight Chapter has applied
for a Minnesota Lawful Gambling Permit to conduct a raffle on October 20, 2016 at

the Grand Ely Lodge, 400 N Pioneer Rd., Ely MN 55731 and WHEREAS, the City
of Ely approves of said application and that the Ruffed Grouse Society Crazy Flight
Chapter be authorized to submit the necessary paperwork to the State of Minnesota

Department of Gambling Control NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that
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the City Council of the City of Ely, Minnesota does hereby adopt this resolution. Roll
Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-yes, Acting Mayor Omerza-yes,

Polyner -yes, and D.Forsman-yes. IVIotion carried unanimously.

E. J.DebeItz/D. Forsman moved to approve Resolution #2016-016 Approving
Advertising for bids for the 2016 Connector Taxiway Construction Project

WHEREAS, the City of Ely is a Municipal Corporation governed under the Charter
of the City of Ely with powers vested in its City Council; WHEREAS, the City of
Ely is calling for bids on the 2016 Connector Taxiway Construction Project.

WHEREAS, the bids will be received by the City of Ely at the office of the City
Clerk at 209 E Chapman St, Ely, MN 55731 until 2pm on May 24, 2016. NOW,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Ely,
Minnesota does hereby adopt this resolution. Roll Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes,

Debeltz-yes, Acting ]VIayor Omerza-yes, Polyner -yes, and D.Forsman-yes.

Motion carried unanimously.

F. P.Kess/J.Debeltz moved to advertise for bids for the 2016 Improvements Project.

IVIotion Carried Unanimously.

14. OPEN FORUM- None

Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:42pm. Motion Carried

Unanimously.

Casey Velcheff
Deputy Clerk
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