
Special Council Meeting Minutes/ 2016 Local Board of Appeal and Equalization- April 7, 2016 
 City Hall, Council Chambers 
Call to Order 
 Mayor Novak called the meeting to order at 5:00pm.  

PRESENT: Council members Omerza and Mayor Novak (2) 
ABSENT: Council Member Debeltz , Polyner, D.Forsman A.Forsman, Kess (5) 
 
ALSO PRESENT- Ben Thomas, Assistant County Assessor and Andrew Olson, Real Estate 
Appraiser 
 
The meeting was scheduled as required by Minnesota State Law to review the proposed 
assessed values of properties within the City of Ely boundaries as established by the St. Louis 
County Assessor’s Office.  
 
Due to the certified member the City Council not being present for this meeting,  St.Louis 
County was required to take over the meeting as an “open book” meeting.  Due to the lack of a 
certified councilor being present the Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting for 2017 will be 
open book as well. 
 
Mr. Thomas reviewed the property sales in Ely between October 1, 2014 and September 30, 
2015.  There were 46 residential sales with a median sales ratio of 101.9%. State law requires a 
level between 90% and 105%.  Based on these sales a 10% reduction in values was established 
on land and buildings excluding properties in Chandler and Spaulding.  These values stayed the 
same.  Properties on Shagawa Lake received a 15% reduction in value similar to what occurred 
in the Town of Morse for Shagawa Lake properties. 
 
Commercial properties sold at a ratio of 102%.  A reduction of 15% was assessed to commercial 
properties. 
 
One resident was present and requested the value of a vacant house on property he recently 
purchased be reduced due to it being demolished.  Andrew Olson went with Jason Homer to 
inspect the property at 23 E. Pattison Street.  The County agreed with his request and reduced 
the value accordingly. 
 
The meeting was dismissed at 6:00 pm 

 

Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk 


