
 

Council Minutes: May 17, 2016 

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Novak called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 5:30pm.  

 

2. ROLL CALL:  

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Polyner, D.Forsman and 

Mayor Novak 

ABSENT: None  

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the minutes from the May 3, 2016 Regular Council 

Meeting.  Motion Carried Unanimously 
 

 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA: 

A. Addition 13. H: Resolution 2016-021 Authorizing City of Ely to Make Application to the 

Business Development Public Infrastructure (BDPI) Grant Program 

B. Addition 13. I: Draft Ordinance on Pool/Billiards Halls  

C. Addition 13. J: Catz Billiard Hall 29 E Chapman St– Consumption and Display License with 

pending receiving all proper paperwork and payment.  

D. Addition 13 K:  JPJ Bid Recommendation for the 2016 Improvements, Project No. 15-159 to 

Utility Systems of America, Inc for $940,524.50 for Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4.  

E. Addition 8. A: Projects Minutes  

F. Omission 7. A: John Esse- Regarding Absentee Voting/Elections  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to accept the Additions and Omission A-F to the agenda. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  

 

 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT  

A. Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Day Proclamation  

Mayor Novak stated that the Alzheimer ’s Disease Awareness Day Proclamation will be 

posted on the bulletin board at City Hall.   

Mayor Novak stated that it is National Police Week and thanked the Police Department for 

their service.  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to send a letter of thanks to the Ely Police Department for 

their service. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

The City Clean-up Days are May 20 and 21 from 8am-3pm at Whiteside Park.  Proof of City 

of Ely Resident is needed either by driver’s license or EUC bill.  

 

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda 

B. Approve Library Director Heinrich to attend the 2016 conference for the Association for 

Rural and Small Libraries in Fargo, ND on October 27-29, 2016.  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Consent Agenda Items A and B. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  
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8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

A.Forsman reported that he, Langowski, Mayor Novak and K. Soderberg had a conference call 

with Clean Energy Resource Team (CERT) and the Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) 

Program. A.Forsman stated that the City of Ely business owners  have several programs to help 

with reducing energy in town, a couple of them are the Business Energy Retrofit Program, the 

Conservation Improvement Program and others, please contact the city if your business in 

interested in any of these programs.  

Novak suggested having the PACE program representatives come to the June Study Session.  

 

Omerza reported that the Park and Recreation Meeting will be on May 24, 2016 since Memorial 

Day is the last Monday of the month.  

 

Polyner announced that the Affidavits for Candidacy are open today through May 31, 2016 if 

anyone is interested in running for Council or Mayor to go to the Clerk’s Office.  

 

Polyner/Kess moved to deny the Interim Use Permit request for Fuels Storage and 

Distribution by Alan Mosher on the grounds of that the proposed use is non-conforming 

and not allowed based upon City Code, as well as the noise, which could violate State 

regulations and the City Nuisance Ordinance. Additionally, all other site possibilities have 

not been exhausted by the applicant. Motion Carried Unanimously.   

 

Polyner/Debeltz moved to approve Planning and Zoning and the City Attorney to amend 

sign ordinance to include and allow Electronic /Digital Message Boards with restrictions 

and regulations yet to be determined and presented to council for approval and official 

adoption.  

Debeltz stated that he does not see any issues with this.  

Langowski stated that we can look into this, we do not want the flashing sighs, but we can work 

around that with the restrictions and regulations.  

Polyner stated that the person looking into this is looking at a standstill sign like the gas price 

signs.  

A.Forsman stated that we will need to look at the brightness of the signs.  

Motion Carried Unanimously  

 

D.Forsman/Debeltz moved to support the Ott’s in there proposal of various deterrent 

methods to protect the State Theater Marquee.   

Langowski stated that the primary concern is vehicles, particularly campers, damaging the 

marquee.  The Otts are proposing to have a no parking zone in the spot in front of the marquee, 

this would require MNDOTs Approval.  

Polyner stated that we need to do our duty to protect the building since it is now on the National 

Register.  

Langowski stated that the Ott’s have also requested that the flag poles be removed on the corner 

and those flag poles could be used at the Veterans Memorial.  

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

Mayor Novak commented on the Event Coordinator Meeting, the Event Calendar is on the 

Chamber Website.  The Canoe Festival is coming up on June 10-12, 2016. The Marathon is 

working on a potential route change with the construction that is going on in Winton and working 

with businesses that are located along the route and how to get to those businesses during the 

Marathon.  

 

 

 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:   



Council Minutes May 17, 2016 

3 

 

A. Clerk-Treasurer 

i. EUC CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: The following items of business were 

recommended for approval at the regular EUC meeting of Wednesday, May 11, 2016: 

1. Approved moving forward with Option #1 on the Water Tower Clean & Coat, Inc. 

proposal for the WTP. 

2. Approved purchase of 2500 ft. of wire from WESCO Distribution for $4,283.01. 

3. Authorized Harold Langowski and Kurt Soderberg to attend the Minnesota Power 

2016 Municipal Customer Meeting on June 9, 2016. 

4. Approved payment of the March EUC Bills List for $408,362.20. 

5. Approved payment of the KBM, Inc. Invoice #16052 for $6,703.50 for the 10-Year 

Electrical Distribution Planning Study and Invoice #160529 for $3,260.00 for the Arc 

Flash Study. 

6. Approved payment of the Minnesota Power April bill for $203,577.30. 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the EUC Consent Agenda Items 1-6. Motion 

Carried Unanimously 

ii. Airport Needs Meeting with MNDOT  

Langowski stated that the airport committee met with several people from the various 

departments within MNDOT and a grant specialist that works with the FAA on our 

projects. They talked about several topics including zoning at the Airport and the helipad 

at the Hospital which is a valuable resource for the Ely area.  MNDOT is assisting with 

planning for the Ely Airport and stated that we should be looking at a 25 year plan for the 

Airport. Langowski stated that they were impressed with our Airport operation, how we 

are funding the airport and  all of our capital projects at the airport. We are unique by 

having the US Forest Service on site at our Airport.  

 

B. Fire Chief  

 

C. Library Director Heinrich gave a brief update on the upcoming events in the Library which 

can be found on the Ely Library website. 

  

D. Police Chief 

The summer intern has started and will be enforcing two hour parking in the downtown area.   

Langowski also wanted to remind everyone that the summer intern will be assisting the 

Building Official with Blight issues like the regulation of grass and weeds.  

 

E. City Attorney:   

i. Update on Smith v. City of Ely 

Civil Matter: The City filed a motion to amend its complaint and motion to compel 

discovery. An amendment of the complaint means we are adding a couple affirmative 

defenses which were approved verbally by the court and Attorney Klun expects to receive 

the order from the court shortly. With regard to the motion to compel that was issued 

verbally by the court Plaintiff Ms. Smith, would have 10 days to compel, or to provide 

data relative to her claim. Klun Law has sent a number of requests for discovery to Ms. 

Smith.  In the event that Ms. Smith does not comply with the discovery requests, Klun 

Law has asked for this matter to be dismissed without prejudice, without prejudice means 

this matter cannot be brought up again.  

Criminal Matter: Ms. Smith entered into a plea agreement with the City of Ely relative to 

the maltreatment of animals claim and the nuisance claim both criminal charges. She 

agreed to maintain only one animal which would be a dog; there will be no cats that she 

would hold in her custody for a period of three years. This claim has been entered into the 

court.  

 

ii. Update on Reed Road Offer 
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Attorney Klun stated that Reed Road has been appraised and an offer  has been sent out to 

Ms. Reed to purchase the fee simple interest, which is essentially the road bed traveling 

through her property which is Reed Road. We have not received a response meaning a 

formal counter offer or a settlement offer relative to our outstanding claims. We received a 

letter last week as to why the appraisal was incorrect on a number of items; further follow 

up was done with Ms. Reed’s attorney verbally, indicating that we are going to move for a 

petition for condemnation.  

Kess/Omerza moved to recommend moving for petition of condemnation if an offer 

or counter offer is not proposed from Ms. Reed within the next 10 business days. 

Motion Carried Unanimously  

 

iii. Update on Hospital Development Agreement 

Attorney Klun stated that the city would retain all acreage less than the portion for the 

helicopter pad. The City will retain the 20 acres and the 30 acres that we have for the trail 

head, the portion that we would dedicate to the hospital is approximately a one acre piece 

for the helicopter pad. The Town of Morse has provided a resolution with the 

understanding that the city would retain all the ownership of the approximately 50 acres 

pending development. Attorney Klun stated that she will have a formal document for the 

council in future.  

  

iv. West Boundary Street Vacation 

Attorney Klun provided a consent agreement for the City. Attorney Klun has done work 

previously with Greg and Deborah Nimmo and the Central Avenue Business Park.  Klun 

Law Firm has, in the past, represented the Nimmo’s with regard to business and personal 

matters. Attorney Klun does not believe that her work performed for the Nimmos will 

affect her representation of the City in this matter nor does it affect the Nimmos, however, 

it is her duty to disclose this potential conflict.  

Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to have the Mayor and Clerk/Treasurer sign the 

Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest with the Nimmos. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

F. City Engineer 

 

 

10. COMMUNICATIONS:   

A. Iron Range Economic Alliance (IREA) Newsletter 

B. Ely Chamber Newsletter May 2016 

 

 

11. CLAIMS  FOR PAYMENT:  

A. City and EUC claims for May 17, 2016 for $295,221.12.  

B. Approve Ely Garden Club Request for annual assistance of  $500 

Langowski stated that the Garden Club’s membership numbers are getting smaller and they 

need more members to keep up with the garden beds they are currently doing.   

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the claims for payment A and B. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

 

12. OLD BUSINESS:  

A. Review/Approve Final Comp Plan- Tabled until the June 7, 2016 Regular Council 

Meeting  

 

 

13. NEW BUSINESS:  
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A. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to have the Mayor and Clerk/Treasurer write a letter of 

support for Heidi Omerza to be 2
nd

 Vice President of the League of Minnesota Cities. 

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

B. Debeltz/Omerza moved to have the City Attorney draft an ordinance change for Section 

2.80 Subdivision 2. General Elections: Absentee Ballot Precinct to omit Room 102. 

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

C. AFSCME Local 1490 Base and Essential Negotiations  

Langowski will send a letter to the Negotiation Committee to start negotiations soon.  

 

D. Langowski stated that Gators Grilled Cheese Emporium is requesting 2 Hour Parking Signs 

in front of their restaurant at 955 E Sheridan St.  

Langowski stated that as of now we do not have two hour parking signs in that area of 

Sheridan Street.  Two hour parking is mainly in the core downtown business area.  This 

would take an ordinance change since that is how two hour parking is designated. The 

questions are would we just designate it to one side, one block, a half a block. There are other 

businesses in that area that we need to think about.  

Kess stated that maybe could have two hour parking just in front of their business.  

Polyner stated that it is in a residential area and we do not want to affect the residential 

residents.   

Langowski stated that there are two liquor stores in town that are only designated for their 

specific businesses parking, since a liquor store is typically a quick stop. Gator’s first request 

was to have a designated parking spot, but it has been years since the city has allowed a 

designated parking spot for a specific business. If we allow businesses to allow for a 

designated parking spot this could lead to potentially no parking in certain areas. Could we 

maybe dedicate two or three spots for two hour parking in front of their business?  

Kess stated that he is not in favor of designated parking, but the two hour parking could 

discourage the all-day parking.  

A.Forsman stated that it is not much to ask to park a block away to go to a restaurant; we do 

that at other local restaurants.  

Langowski stated that the parking attendant walks so it would be difficult to add this block on 

to his route since it is several blocks away from the main two hour parking area.  

 

E. Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve Resolution #2016-018 Scheduling a Public Hearing 

on an Issue of Governmental Housing Revenue Refunding Bonds of the Housing and 

Redevelopment Authority in and for the City of Ely and the Need for the Housing and 

Redevelopment Authority of St. Louis County to Exercise Powers within the City of Ely. 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council (the “Council”) of the City of Ely, Minnesota (the 

“City”), as follows: Section 1.  Recitals.  The Council makes the following recitals of fact: A. 

The Housing and Redevelopment Authority in and for the City of Ely, Minnesota (the 

“HRA”) was established by the City and is authorized to exercise housing and economic 

development powers among others.  B. In furtherance of the objectives of the HRA, the HRA 

and the Housing and Redevelopment Authority of St. Louis County, Minnesota (the “County 

HRA”) undertook a qualified housing development project consisting of 26 units of housing 

for moderate income elderly persons located on Washington Street between Eighth and Tenth 

Avenues in the City (the “Project”).  The HRA has requested the County HRA to assist in 

financing the Project.  C. The HRA and the County HRA prepared the Multifamily Housing 

Development Program for the Project (the “Program”).  The Program was submitted to the 

Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (“ARDC”) for review on September 14, 

2006.  D. A public hearing on the Program was held by the City on October 3, 2006, after one 

publication of notice in a newspaper circulating generally within the jurisdiction of the HRA 

at least 15 days before the hearing.  E. In order to refinance the Project, the HRA proposes to 
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issue revenue bonds in the maximum principal amount of $4,100,000 (the “Bonds”) to refund 

the outstanding amount of the following obligations of the HRA:  i. Housing Development 

Revenue Bonds, Series 2006A (St. Louis County, Minnesota, General Obligation), dated 

November 16, 2006; and  ii. Housing Development Revenue Bond, Series 2008, dated June 4, 

2008 (the “2008 Bond”). F. The Project is and would continue to be jointly owned by the 

County HRA and the HRA and operated by the HRA pursuant to an Operating Agreement 

between the County HRA and the HRA (the “Operating Agreement”), which contains an 

option to purchase the Project by the HRA. G. Under the Operating Agreement, the HRA 

would operate the Project in a manner to generate rents in amounts sufficient to pay principal 

of and interest on the Bonds (the “Rental Payments”). H.  In order to provide additional 

security for the Bonds, the HRA has requested that St. Louis County, Minnesota (the 

“County”) approve the pledge by the HRA of the general obligation of the County, subject to 

the terms and conditions of a Joint Powers Agreement (the “JPA”) between the HRA, the 

City, the County HRA and the County.  I.  The HRA has further requested that the City 

approve the pledge by the HRA of the general obligation of the City up to a maximum of 

$3,000,000 for the purposes of indemnifying the County for its payment of up to a 

$3,000,000 portion of principal of the Bonds plus accrued interest, as further to be described 

in the JPA.  J. Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A., bond counsel (“Bond 

Counsel”) has informed the HRA that since the 2008 Bond was not secured by the general 

obligation of the City, it is required by law that the principal portion of the Bonds to be 

secured by the pledge of the general obligation of the City be approved by the City Council 

after a public hearing on the matter is held by both the HRA and the City at least 15 days but 

not more than 120 days before the sale of the Bonds. K. Since the Project will be jointly 

owned by the HRA and the County HRA, the City must consent to the exercise by the County 

HRA of its powers within the City; provided that the City Council shall not adopt any 

resolution authorizing the County HRA to exercise its powers within the City unless a public 

hearing has been held after published notice not less than 10 days nor more than 30 days prior 

to the day on which the hearing is to be held. Section 2.  Intent.  The Council expresses its 

present intention to provide the general obligation of the City to secure the Bonds up to a 

maximum principal amount of $3,000,000. Section 3.  Hearing. A. The City Council will 

meet jointly with the governing body of the HRA on June 7, 2016, at 5:15 p.m. to conduct a 

public hearing on the Bonds and the exercise of powers by the County HRA within the City.  

B. The action of the City Clerk-Treasurer or his designee in publishing the notice of public 

hearing attached hereto as Exhibit A once in the Ely Echo, no later than May 23, 2016. Roll 

Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-yes, Omerza-yes, Polyner –yes, D.Forsman-

yes., and Mayor Novak. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

F. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve Resolution #2016-019 Approving the Issuance of 

General Obligation Sewer Revenue Refunding Bonds, Series 2016A BE IT RESOLVED 

by the City Council of the City of Ely, State of Minnesota (herein, the “City”), as follows: 1. 

The City Council hereby finds and declares that it is necessary and expedient for the City to 

sell and issue its fully registered general obligation sewer revenue refunding bonds in the 

total aggregate principal amount not to exceed $1,675,000 (herein, the “Bonds”).  The 

proceeds of the Bonds will be used, together with any additional funds of the City which 

might be required for (i) a current refunding of all or a portion of the January 1, 2017 through 

2042 maturities, aggregating up to $1,555,000 in principal amount, of the City’s General 

Obligation Sewer Revenue Bond of 2002, and (ii) to pay the costs associated with issuing the 

Bonds. 2. The City Council desires to proceed with the sale of the Bonds by direct 

negotiation with Northland Securities, Inc. (“NSI”). NSI will purchase the Bonds in an arm’s-

length commercial transaction with the City. 3. The Mayor and the Clerk-Treasurer are 

hereby authorized to approve the sale of the Bonds in an aggregate principal amount not to 

exceed $1,675,000 and to execute a bond purchase agreement for the purchase of the Bonds 

with NSI, provided the total net savings is at least $106,000. 4. Upon approval of the 
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sale of the Bonds by the Mayor and the Clerk-Treasurer, the City Council will take action at 

its next regularly scheduled or special meeting thereafter to adopt the necessary approving 

resolutions as prepared by the City's bond counsel.5. NSI is authorized to prepare an Official 

Statement related to the sale of the Bonds. 6. If the Mayor and Clerk-Treasurer have not 

approved the sale of the bonds to NSI and executed the related bond purchase agreement by 

October 31, 2016, this resolution shall expire. NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 

that the City Council of the City of Ely, Minnesota does hereby adopt this resolution. Roll 

Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-yes, Omerza-yes, Polyner –yes, D.Forsman-

yes., and Mayor Novak. Motion carried unanimously 

 

G. Debeltz/ Omerza moved to approve Resolution #2016-020 Supporting Grant 

Application to the MN DNR Cross-Country Ski Trail Assistance Program for 

Maintenance and Grooming WHEREAS, the City of Ely is a Municipal Corporation 

governed under the Charter of the City of Ely with powers vested in its City Council; 

WHEREAS, the City of Ely has identified the need to assist the Ely Nordic Association Ski 

Club in developing and maintaining the Hidden Valley Ski Trails, NOW, THEREFORE BE 

IT RESOLVED, that the City hereby declares its support of the Ely Nordic Association Ski 

Club and grants by passage of this resolution, governmental sponsorship and approval of the 

grant application to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Cross-Country Ski Trail 

Assistance Program for Maintenance and Grooming. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 

the City will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in the agreement and 

the City Treasurer will act as a fiscal agent on behalf of the City of Ely. BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk-Treasurer are hereby authorized to sign any and 

all applicable contract documents or agreements pertaining to resolution and project. Roll 

Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-yes, Omerza-yes, Polyner –yes, D.Forsman-

yes., and Mayor Novak. Motion carried unanimously 
 

H. Omerza/A.Forsman moved to approve Resolution 2016-021 Authorizing City of Ely to 

Make Application to the Business Development Public Infrastructure (BDPI) Grant 

Program BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Ely (Applicant) act as the legal sponsor for 

project(s) contained in the Business Development Infrastructure Application to be submitted 

on May 2016 and that the Mayor (Title of First Authorized Official) and Clerk (Title of 

Second Authorized Official) are hereby authorized to apply to the Department of 

Employment and Economic Development for funding of this project on behalf of the City of 

Ely (Applicant). BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Ely (Applicant) has the 

legal authority to apply for financial assistance, and the institutional, managerial, and 

financial capability to ensure matching funds, adequate construction, operation, maintenance 

and replacement of the proposed project for its design life. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 

that the City of Ely (Applicant) has not violated any Federal, State, or local laws pertaining to 

fraud, bribery, kickbacks, collusion, conflict of interest or other unlawful or corrupt practice. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of its application by the state, the City 

of Ely, (Applicant) may enter into an agreement with the State of Minnesota for the 

above-referenced project(s), and that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations 

as stated in all contract agreements. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon approval of 

its application by the state, the City of Ely, (Applicant) will commit $250,000 towards the 

local match requirement.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Ely has applied 

for grants from Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation Board (IRRRB) and Transportation 

Economic Development (TED). BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Ely 

(Applicant) will repay the grant if milestones are not realized by the completion date 

identified in the Application.  The City of Ely (Applicant) certifies that it will comply with all 

applicable laws, regulations, and rules of the Business Development Infrastructure 

Application. NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor (Title of First 

Authorized Official) and Clerk (Second Authorized Official), or their successors in office, are 
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hereby authorized to execute such agreements, and amendments thereto, as are necessary to 

implement the project(s) on behalf of the applicant. Roll Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, 

Debeltz-yes, Omerza-yes, Polyner –yes, D.Forsman-yes., and Mayor Novak. Motion 

carried unanimously 
 

I. Debeltz/ Omerza moved to have the city attorney to draft an ordinance on Pool/Billiards 

Halls by the next meeting of June 7, 2016. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to place a moratorium on a Pool and Billiards Hall until the 

ordinance on Pool and Billiards Hall is in effect. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

J. Debeltz/Kess moved to discuss Catz Billiard Hall 29 E Chapman St– Consumption and 

Display License with pending receiving all proper paperwork and payment.  

Catherine Fyre stated that she would like to open Catz Billiard Hall at 29 E Chapman St in 

the upstairs. They have six pool tables ready to go up there; they also would like to have live 

music.  The reason they are asking for the Consumption and Display License is they would 

like to have closed private parties; they would not have alcohol all the time, just during 

certain events. Eventually they would like to have beer and wine and that would be for when 

pool league is going on.  The primary reason they want to open a pool hall is for the college 

students, since there are not many places that the under 21 kids can go. Eventually they 

would like to serve pizza, snacks, hot dogs, pop and water.  

A.Forsman asked how you can operate with the pool tables in there with the moratorium on a 

billiard hall.  

Attorney Klun explained that the council just passed a moratorium on Billiard Halls in the 

City of Ely which means that until an ordinance is passed or 90 days has passed a Billiard 

Hall cannot operate.  The requirements that they are looking at are similar to the display and 

consumption license, good moral character, background checks, etc.  That is what other cities 

have done. At this time you cannot operate a billiard hall until this ordinance goes into effect.  

Langowski stated originally the city did not think there was going to be alcohol.  The alcohol 

item is what has brought on the discussion on having the ordinance. A couple months back 

the discussion was having a game room for the in between age. The request to have a liquor 

license was just brought to the city last week.  

Fyre stated that is when the liquor license was brought forward, but the reason was that was 

when she realized that there needed to be a permit to have alcohol. The reason they want the 

license is just for private parties like the pool league.  

Kess asked what a Billiard Hall is; there are numerous bars in town with a pool table in them 

already that serve alcohol. 

Novak stated the reason he is concerned with it is there is no clarity to the business yet, it has 

every option available.  It makes it difficult when we have not discussed this matter and to 

see what Fyre is thinking about doing.  This business is officially being a pool hall and 

making revenues from pool the other businesses with pool tables have other sources of 

making revenues. We just want to be through about this and make sure we do it right the first 

time.  

Attorney Klun stated that a Billiard Hall is a business that has over two or more tables then 

you are doing business more for a recreational activity.  Another issue that other cities have is 

how late you are open. The issue is that the alcohol consumption laws restrict a business from 

serving alcohol past a certain time and being open after a certain time, where a Billiard Hall 

could technically be open all night and how are the police going to regulate when alcohol is 

served and when it is not. Those are the rules we are trying to come to with this ordinance.  

Novak stated that we will move as expeditiously as we can on this matter.  
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K. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve JPJ Bid Recommendation for the 2016 

Improvements, Project No. 15-159 to Utility Systems of America, Inc for $940,524.50 for 

Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4.  Motion carried unanimously 

 

 

14. OPEN FORUM 

Doug Johnston from 1302 18
th
 Ave E and Keith Appleberry from 1345 N 18

th
 Ave E spoke about 

a blight home in their neighborhood.  

 

 

15. Mayor Novak adjourned the meeting at 7:37pm without objection.  

 

 

 

 

Casey Velcheff 

Deputy Clerk 


