
Council Minutes June 21, 2016  

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Novak called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 5:31pm.  

 

2. PRESENT:  Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, D.Forsman and 

Mayor Novak 

ABSENT: Polyner 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the minutes from the June 7, 2016 Public 

Hearing and the June 7, 2016 Regular Council Meeting. Motion Carried 

Unanimously  
 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA: 

A. Addition 8. A. Planning and Zoning Minutes 

B. Addition 13. F Resolution 2016-029 Supporting the Ely Area Veterans Memorial 

Project 

C. Addition 13. G. Approve Jasper Company at 2 W Sheridan Street Wine and Strong 

Beer Liquor License pending receiving proper paperwork.  

D. Addition 9 E i. Reed Road 

E. Addition 9 E ii. Smith Litigation 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to accept the additions A-E. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT 

Mayor Novak stated that Council Members Kess, Omerza and himself went to the 

League of Minnesota Cities Annual Conference last week.  

Congratulations to Council Member Omerza for being elected as the 2
nd

 Vice President 

of the League of Minnesota Cities.  

Ely TV is back in operation.  

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA:   

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s 

agenda 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Consent Agenda Item A. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

 

7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None 

 

 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Omerza stated that the City is now a League of Minnesota Cities Green Step City Step 2.  

 

Mayor Novak reported at the event coordinator meeting they reviewed the Canoe Festival 

Event and will have more information at their next meeting once more of the tallies come 

in. The event coordinator is proceeding with planning the marathon and working with 

some of the route modifications.  
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Kess/Debeltz moved to vacate the Right of Way of Harvey Street from 17
th

 Avenue 

East to 19
th

 Avenue East. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. Clerk-Treasurer 

i. ATV Ordinance 

Langowski stated that St. Louis County passed an ordinance allowing ATV use 

on all county roads. We have been working with the DNR, Nick Wognum 

President of the Prospectors Trail Alliance and Chief Lahtonen on a designated 

route map with in the City of Ely. It is our recommendation that we utilize the 

ordinance adopted by St. Louis County and allow ATV use on all City 

roadways.  We would still prohibit use within parks, designated non-motorized 

use trails and the Council would have the ability to regulate closed areas if 

needed. We would also recommend that the maximum speed be set at 20 mph.  

It is our recommendation that you direct Attorney Klun to amend Sec. 8.09 of 

the Ely City Code to utilize St. Louis County’s ordinance.  

ii. Recycle Center/ City Trash Cans 

Langowski stated that we continue to have issues at the recycle center and 

mulch pile.  Langowski showed the council several pictures that were taken of 

the recycle bins with building materials, trash, and fuel cans in them.  

Langowski stated that we have used Elder Circle employees for many years to 

man the recycle center. Recently the individual working at the Ely site had 

medical issues.  We have contacted Elder Circle to find another attendant but 

have not had any luck replacing them. The current situation has caused concern 

with St. Louis County as they can’t be hauling bins full of garbage to their 

sorting facility.  Langowski stated that the issue happens more in the spring and 

summer months. Langowski stated that we have also been getting reports of 

individuals unloading truckloads of household trash into the cans in Whiteside 

Park and on Sheridan Street.  These cans are not meant for household trash. We 

can only assume that much of this is summer visitors or campers looking for a 

spot to get rid of trash. The issue is greatly reduced in the off season.  

Omerza said that this is frustrating since we just had the City Clean-Up Days 

and a Hazardous Waste Collection Day.  

iii. Airport Fuel Tank 

Langowski reported that at the Airport Commission meeting they discussed that 

during the spring fire operations at the Ely Airport approximately 35,000 gallons 

of Jet A fuel was sold. Since the last fire a couple of years ago, the USFS has 

switched to contracting with planes that require Jet A. In the past, the fleet was 

mixed between 100LL aviation fuel and Jet A.  Due to the change, we need to 

have the capability to fuel multiple planes and have additional Jet A in storage. 

A new truck would be more than $140,000. Jim the Airport Manger found a 

used truck that was listed at $25,000.  The members of the Airport Commission 

would like to dedicate $25,000 of the fuel revenues from this spring to purchase 

this truck or a similar truck if one is found.  

Kess/A.Forsman moved to allow the airport manager and clerk to purchase 

an Airport Fuel truck and spend up to $25,000. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  
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iv. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to accept James Barrot’s resignation from Ely 

Tree Board, and recommending Kyle Fairchild as replacement. Also to 

send James Barrot a Thank You for his contribution to the Tree Board. 

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

v. Civil Enforcement 

Langowski thanked the people in town for mowing their lawns. The summer 

intern has been out and sending out letters for people in noncompliance.   

Langowski stated that the building official has a list of blight properties that the 

council will need to look at. Langowski suggested that these blight properties be 

brought up at the next Council Study Session in June.  

 

B. Fire Chief 

 

C. Library Director Heinrich thanked the council and city staff for the help with the book 

sale. Heinrich also stated that she heard from numerous people that they had never 

been in City Hall or the Council Chambers and they really enjoyed it.  
Library Director Heinrich gave a brief update on the upcoming events in the Library which 

can be found on the Ely Library website. 

 

D. Police Chief 

 

E. City Attorney:   

i. Omerza/Debeltz moved to close the meeting at the end under MN Statute 

13D to discuss the counter offer the City received from Ms. Reed relative to 

Reed Road. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

ii. Debeltz/Omerza moved to close the meeting at the end under MN Statute 

13D to discuss the litigation strategy with the city before the trial date of 

June 28, 2016 regarding the Luthera Smith case. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

F. City Engineer 

 

 

10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. North American Bear Center letter on Pillow Rock 

B. Ely Community Center on the National Register of Historic Places 

C. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to accept the Chamber of Commerce Membership 

Renewal. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

D. Letter of Support for Billiard Hall in Ely, Minnesota 

 

11. CLAIMS  FOR PAYMENT:  

A. City and EUC claims for  June 21, 2016 for $445,256.55 

B. Ely Community Resources 3
rd

 Quarter Payment of $3875 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the claims for payment A and B.  Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  
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12. OLD BUSINESS:  

A. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the 2
nd

  reading of Ordinance 307 an 

Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, amending the City Code of the City of 

Ely, Minnesota, Chapter 2, administration and general government, amending 

section 2.80 general elections; absentee ballot precinct Roll Called: A.Forsman-

yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-yes, Omerza – yes, D.Forsman -yes and Mayor Novak-yes.  

Motion carried unanimously with Council Member Polyner absent  

 

B. Debeltz/D.Forsman 2
nd

 reading of Ordinance 308 an Ordinance of the City of 

Ely, Minnesota, amending the City Code of the City of Ely, Minnesota, Chapter 

6, other business regulation and licensing, adding section 6.39 billiard or pool 

halls Roll Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-yes, Omerza – yes, 

D.Forsman -yes and Mayor Novak-yes.  Motion carried unanimously with 

Council Member Polyner absent  

 

Omerza/Debeltz moved to lift the moratorium on Billiard and Pool Halls as of 

Monday June 27, 2016 at 8am. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

13. NEW BUSINESS:   

A. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve waving the rental fee for Semer’s park for 

AFSCME Local 1490 on Saturday July 16, 2016 for a picnic. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

B. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Ely Jaycees Temporary Liquor 

License Application to operate a Beer Garden on July 29-31, 2016 during the Ely 

Blueberry Arts Festival pending receipt of all proper paperwork and fees. 

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

C. Debeltz/A. Forsman moved to approve Resolution 2016-026 Adopting the City of 

Ely 2016 Land Use and Comprehensive Plan. WHEREAS, according to the City 

Code section 2.51 Subdivision 2 the planning commission shall prepare and adopt a 

comprehensive plan and shall periodically, but at least once every three years, review 

the comprehensive plan, any ordinances and any capital improvement program the 

council has adopted to implement the plan. WHEREAS,The City of Ely Planning 

and Zoning Commission held several work sessions to formulate its 2016 Land Use 

and Comprehensive Plan; and WHEREAS, the City held public hearings on February 

17, 2016 and March 2, 2016 to receive public comment and NOW, THEREFORE 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Ely, St Louis County 

Minnesota that it does hereby adopt the 2016 Land Use and Comprehensive Plan. 

Roll Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-yes, Omerza – yes, D.Forsman -

yes and Mayor Novak-yes.  Motion carried unanimously with Council Member 

Polyner absent.  
 

D. Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve Resolution 2016-027 Authorizing Temporary 

Deputy Clerk for Election Purposes WHEREAS, the City of Ely is an absentee ballot 

precinct for elections, and WHEREAS, a Deputy Clerk or a Temporary Deputy 

Clerk can perform Absentee Ballot Board functions, NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED, that Katie Richards will be a Temporary Deputy Clerk for Election 

Purposes for the 2016 Absentee Ballot Election Periods of June 24, 2016 through 
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August 9, 2016 and September 23, 2016 through November 8, 2016. Roll Called: 

A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-yes, Omerza – yes, D.Forsman -yes and 

Mayor Novak-yes.  Motion carried unanimously with Council Member Polyner 

absent. 
 

E. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve Resolution 2016-028 State of Minnesota Joint 

Powers Agreements with the City of Ely on Behalf of its City Attorney and 

Police Department. WHEREAS, The City of Ely on behalf of its Prosecuting 

Attorney and Police Department desires to enter into Joint Powers Agreements with 

the State of Minnesota, Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal 

Apprehension to use systems and tools available over the State’s criminal justice state 

communications network for which the City is eligible. The Joint Powers Agreements 

further provide the City with the ability to add, modify and delete connectivity 

systems, and tools over the five year life of the agreement and obligates the City for 

pay the costs for the network connection. NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED, by the City Council of Ely, Minnesota as follows 1. That the State of 

Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements by and between the State of Minnesota acting 

through its Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension and the 

City of  Ely, on behalf of its Prosecuting Attorney and Police Department, are hereby 

approved.  Copies of the two Joint Powers Agreements are attached to this Resolution 

and made a part of it. 2. That the Chief of Police, John Lahtonen, or his successor, is 

designated the Authorized Representative for the Police Department.  The Authorized 

Representative is also authorized to sign any subsequent amendment or agreement 

that may be required by the State of Minnesota to maintain the City’s connection to 

the systems and tools offered by the State. 3. That the City Attorney Prosecuting, 

Amber Pederson, Klun Law Firm, or her successor, is designated the Authorized 

Representative for the Prosecuting Attorney.  The Authorized Representative is also 

authorized to sign any subsequent amendment or agreement that may be required by 

the State of Minnesota to maintain the City’s connection to the systems and tools 

offered by the State. 4.  That Chuck Novak, the Mayor for the City of Ely and Harold 

Langowski, the City Clerk, are authorized to sign the State of Minnesota Joint Powers 

Agreements. Roll Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-yes, Omerza – yes, 

D.Forsman -yes and Mayor Novak-yes.  Motion carried unanimously with 

Council Member Polyner absent. 
 

F. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve Resolution 2016-029 Supporting the Ely Area 

Veterans Memorial Project  WHEREAS, the Ely Area Veterans Memorial Project 

has been a grass root effort initiated by local Veterans and interested citizens 

WHEREAS, the intent is to honor all the area veterans for their service and sacrifices 

WHEREAS, during World War II Ely had one third of the population in uniform 

representing the highest per capita participation in the country and was recognized by 

Kate Smith during the war bond drives  WHEREAS, seven Ely Servicemen were in 

the Bataan Death March  WHEREAS, the Mrache Family had three sons lost in 

combat in World War II WHEREAS, in the first five minutes of the Pearl Harbor 

attack, two Ely Servicemen lost their lives WHEREAS, during World War II 6,247 

Minnesota Servicemen and Servicewomen lost their lives, of that total 62 were from 

Ely,  WHEREAS, the overall project is estimated to cost $80,000, and there have 

been private donations to date totaling $24,000 WHEREAS, the City of Ely has 

contributed land, equipment, flag poles, electrical and related labor including 
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perpetual maintenance and lighting exceeding $25,000, and local contractors have 

volunteered their time and expertise to promote and construct the Memorial NOW, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Ely hereby requests St. Louis 

County to provide financial support to the Ely Area Veterans Memorial Project by 

matching the City of Ely’s contribution. Roll Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, 

Debeltz-yes, Omerza – yes, D.Forsman -yes and Mayor Novak-yes.  Motion 

carried unanimously with Council Member Polyner absent. 
 

G. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve Jasper Company at 2 W Sheridan Street 

Wine and Strong Beer Liquor License pending receiving proper paperwork. 

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

 

14. OPEN FORUM: None 

 

Mayor Novak recessed the meeting for 10 minutes 

 

Mayor Novak opened the meeting at 6:50pm  

 

Mayor Novak closed the meeting at 6:50pm to discuss the counter offer the City received from 

Ms. Reed relative to Reed Road.  

 

Mayor Novak opened the meeting at 7:04pm 

 

Mayor Novak closed the meeting at 7:05pm to discuss the litigation strategy with the city before 

the trial date of June 28, 2016 regarding the Luthera Smith case. 

 

Mayor Novak opened the meeting at 7:14pm  

 

 

15. ADJOURN 

Mayor Novak adjourned the meeting at 7:14pm without objection.  

 

 

 

Casey Velcheff  

Deputy Clerk 


