
Study Session Meeting – June 28, 2016  

Council Chambers, Ely City Hall 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Ely City Council Study Session was called to order by Mayor Novak at 5:30pm on June 28, 

2016 at the City Hall Council Chambers.  

 

PRESENT: Council Members A.Forsman, Debeltz, Omerza, Polyner, D. Forsman, and Mayor 

Novak 

ABSENT:  Council Member Kess 

 

 

ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS: None 

 

 

REQUEST TO APPEAR: None 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   None 

 

  

NEW BUSINESS  

A. Property Assessed Clean Energy Financing (PACE) 

Peter Lindstrom – Local Government Outreach Coordinator and Pete Klein from the St. Paul 

Port Authority  

Lindstrom gave a presentation on the Property Assessed Clean Energy Financing.  He said 

that they connect individuals and their communities to the resources they need to identify and 

implement community based clean energy projects. PACE allows commercial, industrial, 

nonprofit and multi-housing property owners to take on voluntary special assessments to 

finance energy efficiency or renewables. It allows companies the opportunity to maintain a 

positive cash flow while investing in energy upgrades at no cost to taxpayers. The assessment 

is offset by the decrease in energy costs so that the business either sees no change in the 

bottom line or an increase to the bottom line.  

Lindstrom said that two public entities help administer PACE, the Rural Minnesota Energy 

Board (RMEB) and the St Paul Port Authority. The RMEB is a joint power of 18 counties in 

southern Minnesota. The St. Paul Port Authority administers all aspects of the program; they 

review the applications, conduct the underwriting and manage the loan.   

The project process is as follows. The local government establishes PACE and completes the 

application. The Application is submitted with an energy audit, contractor bid, lender consent 

and three years of financials from the business. The PACE administration approves the 

application and the assessment is assigned. The property owner completes the project and the 

property owner uses the savings to repay the assessment.  

If anyone is interested in PACE Peter Lindstrom’s contact information is as follows:  612-

625-9634 or plindstr@umn.edu.   
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B. Blight Enforcement 

Doug Whitney went over each of the following hazardous buildings around the City of Ely 

which include; 327 E Chapman St, 726 E Camp St, 21 W Shagawa Rd, 1355 N 19
th

 Ave E, 

1811 E Chapman St, 145 E Harvey St, and 730 E Madison.  These properties will be brought 

up at the next regular council meeting on July 5, 2016 and hearings may be scheduled.  

 

 

Adjourn 

Mayor Novak moved to adjourn the meeting without objection at 6:39pm.  

 

 

Casey Velcheff  

Deputy Clerk 


