
Council Minutes July 5, 2016  

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Novak called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 5:30pm. 

  

2. PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Polyner, D.Forsman 

and Mayor Novak 

ABSENT: None 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the minutes from the June 21, 2016 Regular 

Council Meeting and the June 28, 2016 Study Session. Motion Carried Unanimously 

 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA: 

A. Additions 8.A. Park and Recreation Minutes and Projects Minutes 

Mayor Novak added addition without objection.  

 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT 

Mayor Novak mentioned that there are two openings on city committees. The Police 

Commission and the Projects Committee each have open seats to be filled.  Novak 

stated that he really appreciates all the volunteers on all the current committees and 

commissions that help us run the government.  

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA  

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s 

agenda 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Consent Agenda Item A. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  

None 

 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Omerza/Debeltz moved to that on the nights of the Farmers Market vehicles are 

allowed in the park to unload from 4:00pm – 4:45pm with no vehicles in the park 

before 4:00pm or from 4:45pm -7:00pm. Vehicles are allowed in the park to load 

from 7:00pm-7:45pm with no vehicles in the park after 7:45pm.  

Novak stated that there were a lot of cars in the park tonight and that is a safety issue, we 

need to make sure that there is not an accident in the park with all the kids around the 

park.  

Omerza stated that if after tonight there are vehicles in the park during the times that 

vehicles are not supposed to be in the park they should be ticketed and towed.  

Langowski said that today at 4:45pm there were a lot of vehicles in the park and still 

coming into the park.  We have had people driving straight through the park on the trail 

east to west or west to east, and this is a huge safety issue. On the Whiteside Application 

it does say No Driving or parking on the interior of the park, but event loading and 

unloading is allowed before & after the event. Langowski stated that the event loading 

and unloading was meant for the Blueberry Arts Festival and the Harvest Moon Festival 

which these events are monitored and policed by the Chamber.  

Klun stated that the NLAA does have Liability Insurance listing the city as other insured, 

but liability is an issue.  
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Chief Lahtonen stated that Harvey is blocked off during Little League for the kids to have 

access to the park, but then we allow the cars in the park.  

Novak stated that he is not against the Farmer’s Market, but there is a public safety issue.  

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

Omerza stated that we need to get the message to the Farmer’s Market and NLAA people 

that these specific times were passed tonight and if they do not follow the rules that the 

vehicles will be ticketed and towed.  

 

Polyner stated that the HPC has 49 sites for the Historical walking tour and the 

Community Center is now on the Historical Register.  

 

D.Forsman/Omerza moved to move the six flag poles on Sheridan Street between 2
nd

 

Ave and 3
rd

 Ave to the new Veterans Memorial Site. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

D.Forsman/Debeltz moved to vacate the City’s right of way between 17
th

 Avenue 

East and 19
th

 Avenue East between Harvey and Chapman Street and for the City 

Attorney to draft an ordinance. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 

D.Forsman/Kess moved to move the Pillow Rock to the Bear Center at the expense 

of a private party with a plan and proposal submitted to the council.  

Polyner stated that she does not agree with moving the Pillow Rock to the Bear Center 

since it is outside of the City Limits. The Pillow Rock is a City treasure and it should not 

be moved outside of the City Limits, what happens if the Bear Center would close, what 

would happen to the Pillow Rock.  

Novak stated that the City cannot financially afford to do anything at the current location 

of Pillow Rock. Novak stated that he thinks the move could be a good thing since the 

Bear Center will be able to do educational programs about the Pillow Rock.  

Langowski stated that we can make sure that the City will always own the Pillow Rock.  

Motion Carries 6-1 with Polyner voting No.  

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:   

A. Clerk-Treasurer 

i. EUC CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: The following items of business were 

recommended for approval at the regular EUC meeting of Wednesday, June 22, 

2016: 

1. Approved purchase of 135 electric meters from Cannon Technologies, Inc.  for 

$22,453.01. 

2. Approved payment of the April EUC Bills List for $422,568.49. 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to accept the EUC Consent Agenda from June 22, 

2016 items 1 and 2.  Motion Carried Unanimously  

Langowski stated that work will continue on 5
th

 and 6
th

 Avenue between Sheridan 

and Harvey and water will be intermittently shut off. There will be some water 

outages and we can give the residents temporary water if they would like. The City 

will be putting hang tags on resident’s door to let them know about the water outages.  

 

B. Fire Chief 

Mayor Novak stated that after the meeting tonight will be the pushing in of the new 

fire truck into the Fire Hall.  
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C. Library Director 
Library Director Heinrich gave a brief update on the upcoming events in the Library which 

can be found on the Ely Library website. 

 

D. Police Chief 

The summer parking attendant Sam Lakey had a family emergency and had to return 

home. Christian Deinhammer the parking attendant from last summer is going to take 

over for the rest of the summer.  

 

E. City Attorney:   

 

F. City Engineer 

 

 

9. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. Dementia Friendly Communities Toolkit 

B. MN Pollution Control Agency: Ely Wastewater Treatment Facility Permit Reissuance  

Langowski stated that the MPCA is having the city do additional testing and 

monitoring for Mercury.  Langowski has gone through the last several years of tests 

and we do not have high mercury content in our water, these are just mandatory tests 

from the MPCA.  

C. Letter from a concerned citizen on Recycling Center 

D. Letter from MN Historical Society regarding restoration of failing retaining wall at 

Pioneer Mine.  

E. League of MN Cities membership dues potentially increasing 

F. Mining Minnesota-attending the July 13
th,

 meeting held by Forest Service in Duluth 

showing support for Twin Metals. 

 

10. CLAIMS  FOR PAYMENT:  

A. City and EUC claims for  July 5, 2016 for $217,821.94 

B. JPJ Partial Payment Estimate No. 4 for Business Park 2 for $78,166.00 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve claims for payment A and B. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

11. OLD BUSINESS:  

A. Blight Enforcement  

Langowski stated at the after last week’s Study Session on the blight properties in 

town it was decided to send a letter to the owners itemizing the actions that need to be 

done to correct these blight properties.  

Building Official Whitney stated that the property at 327 E Chapman could be 

scheduled for a hearing; the property owner has been notified in detail twice.  

Klun stated that per the Cities Ordinance the hearing would be before the council, for 

the property owner to come forward and say why they are not fixing the problem. The 

council can then issue an order which can state the items that are needed to remedy 

and the timeframe that they need to get done by. If the individual does not comply 

then the city can come in and remedy the issue then assess or impose the fees.  The 

key is the timing, if you give them 30 days in the letters the property owners need to 

have 30 days to fix the problem, then the hearing with the council, the main thing is 

to give the property owner proper timing.  
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Debeltz/Omerza moved to direct Building Official Doug Whitney to give the 

property owners that were discussed at the Study Session letters with the 30 

days’ notice to remedy the issues on their property. Motion Carried 

Unanimously   

 

 

12. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. Debeltz/Omerza moved to designate Harold R Langowski as the Brownsfield 

delegate for the City of Ely. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

B. Debeltz/D.Forsman move to approve Resolution 2016-030 Authorizing the 

Issuance, Sale and Delivery of $1,630,000 General Obligation Sewer Revenue 

Refunding Bonds, Series 2016A Roll Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-

yes, Omerza – yes, Polyner – yes,  D.Forsman -yes and Mayor Novak-yes.  

Motion carried unanimously 

 

C. A.Forsman/Omerza moved to approve the Port Authority of the City of Saint 

Paul Property Assessed Clean Energy Program(PACE of MN) Joint Powers 

Agreement Motion Carried Unanimously  

 

D. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve Resolution 2016-031 Designating the Port 

Authority to implement and administer a property assessed clean energy 

improvement financing on behalf of the city, and providing for the imposition of 

special assessments as needed in connection with that program Roll Called: 

A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, Debeltz-yes, Omerza – yes, Polyner – yes, D.Forsman -

yes and Mayor Novak-yes.  Motion carried unanimously 
 

E. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve Resolution 2016-032 Authorizing Pool or 

Billiard Hall License Fee of $100.00 Roll Called: A.Forsman-yes, Kess-yes, 

Debeltz-yes, Omerza – yes, Polyner – yes, D.Forsman -yes and Mayor Novak-yes.  

Motion carried unanimously 
 

F. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve the Application for Pool or Billiard Hall 

License. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

 

13. OPEN FORUM 

None 

 

 

14. ADJOURN 

Mayor Novak adjourned the meeting without objection at 6:28pm.  

 

 

 

 

Casey Velcheff 

Deputy Clerk 


