
Council Minutes July 21, 2016  

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

Mayor Novak called the Regular City Council meeting to order at 5:30pm.  

 

2. PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, D.Forsman and Mayor Novak 

ABSENT: Council members Omerza and Polyner 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Debeltz/ D. Forsman moved to approve the minutes from the July 5, 2016 Regular 

Council Meeting and the July 12, 2016 Special Council Meeting. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  
 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA: 

A. Addition: 13.C Add Shopko Renewal to Off Sale 3.2 Non Intoxicating Malt 

B. Omission: 13.F Approve Catz Billiards and Blues Consumption and Display Liquor 

License at 29 E Chapman St Pending Receipt of proper paperwork and fees 

C. Addition: 13. I. Approve Catz Billiards and Blues On Sale Intoxicating Liquor License at 

29 E Chapman St Pending Receipt of Proper Paperwork and Fees 

D. Addition 9.E. i Reed Road 

E. Addition 13.I Extend 2 hour Parking 2
nd

 Avenue West 

Kess/D.Forsman moved to accept additions and omissions A, B, D, and E. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  

 

Debeltz moved to add addition item C to the agenda. Motion failed due to lack of support.  

 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT 

Mayor Novak thanked the Forest Service for bringing the listening session to Ely to get 

more people to comment and for the Forest Service to listen to the Elected Officials.  

 

Last night around 2:30am a strong storm came through the Ely Area. The Ely area lost 

power, but it was back up by midafternoon today. Mayor Novak thanked the Public 

Works, Utility Workers and other city employees for working extra and getting the city 

cleaned up and the power back on. Mayor Novak stated that our hearts go out to those 

families involved in the fatalities in the BWCA. Mayor Novak also received a call from 

the governor’s office who was reaching out to the City to see if we needed any help.  

 

Langowski said that around 2:30am the storm brought in approximately 70+ mph 

straight-line winds.  At this time we have a lot of trees down.  Please stay away from the 

down trees, and do not let your kids climb on the trees as the tree can shift and it could 

crush someone. Public Works and Utilities crews were called out shortly after 2:30am to 

assess the situation.  Around 11am today the power was restored to both of the City of 

Ely’s Substations by MN Power, there were trees on MN Powers lines and transmission 

lines were broken. The City of Ely crews were out all afternoon fixing secondary 

electricity lines to people’s houses. If you have a contractor removing trees from your 

property they can dispose of the trees and brush at the end of Look Out Ridge Road 

where the old landfill was. If you are still out of power please call the Utility Emergency 

number. Public Works will be out again tomorrow morning to remove as many of the 

trees as possible.  
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6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda 

Debeltz/D. Forsman moved to approve the Consent Agenda Item A. Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  

None 

 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

D.Forsman/Debeltz moved to support the move of Pillow Rock to the Bear Center with 

no cost to the City of Ely and that the City of Ely maintains the ownership of the rock.   

Gerry Snyder confirmed that all costs associated with the move of Pillow Rock and the 

display at the Bear Center will be paid by private funds. Snyder stated that the Bear Center 

has lots of advantages for the Pillow Rock including that approximately 30,000 people visit 

yearly and the Bear Center is always refreshing their exhibits.  

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

D.Forsman/Debeltz moved to remove three tree grates in front of the State Theater and 

the Ely Steak House, which has created structural and water seepage problems and 

collects trash.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

D.Forsman/ Debeltz recommend the approval of the sale of Lot 0003 Block 003 in 

Spaulding to build a two bedroom, single family home for $12,500 which would include 

the WAC and SAC Fee of $2,500 to Kirk Solum and for the City Attorney to draft an 

ordinance and purchase agreement. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

D.Forsman/A.Forsman moved to terminate the lease, with property returned to the 

landlord (the City of Ely) in its original state, with any lawful expenses charged to Mr. 

Martineau. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

D.Forsman/Debeltz moved to place a moratorium on all Spaulding Dock Leases until a 

full review has been conducted by an ad hoc committee on Park and Rec, Planning and 

Zoning and Projects.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:   

A. Clerk-Treasurer 

i. EUC CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: The following items of business were 

recommended for approval at the regular EUC meeting of Wednesday, July 13, 2016: 

1. Approved purchase of a riding lawnmower from J&L Hardware for $2,899.00 

for the WWTP/WTP. 

2. Approved payment of the May EUC Bills List for $315,573.19. 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to accept the EUC Consent Agenda from July 13, 

2016 items 1 and 2. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

B. Fire Chief 

 

C. Library Director 
Library Director Heinrich gave a brief update on the upcoming events in the Library which 

can be found on the Ely Library website. 
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D. Police Chief 

 

E. City Attorney:   

i. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to close the meeting at the end under MN Statute 13D 

to discuss the counter offer the City received from Ms. Reed relative to Reed 

Road. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

F. City Engineer 

 

10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. St. Louis County Sheriff’s Volunteer Rescue Squad Letter 

B. Business Development Public Infrastructure (BDPI) Program Grant Award of $200,000 

C. Ely Community Resource: 2
nd

 Quarter Progress Report 

D. Northland Securities Letter 

E. Letter from Ken Sharp, Indianapolis, Indiana  

F. Ely Chamber Newsletter, July 2016 

 

11. CLAIMS  FOR PAYMENT:   

A. City and EUC claims for  July 21, 2016 for $287,936.85 

B. Greater MN Partnership 2017 Membership Dues -$500  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the claims for payment A and B. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

12. OLD BUSINESS:  

 

 

13. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. Debeltz/ D.Forsman moved to approve Resolution 2016-033 Accepting Donation to 

the City of Ely, MN WHEREAS, The City of Ely is generally authorized to accept donations 

of real and personal property pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 465.03 for the benefit of its 

citizens, WHEREAS, a former resident of the City of Ely has offered to donate a portion of her 

Annuity Life Savings to the City of Ely, MN.  WHEREAS, The City Council finds that it is 

appropriate to accept the donations offered. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 

Mayor and City Clerk-Treasurer are authorized to sign and submit all required forms associated 

with the acceptance of this donation on behalf of the City of Ely. NOW, BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Ely, Minnesota does hereby adopt this 

resolution. Roll Called: A.Forsman- Yes, Kess –Yes, Debeltz – Yes, D.Forsman – 

Yes, and Mayor Novak- Yes. Motion carried with Omerza and Polyner Absent 

 

B. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve Partial Payment Estimate #1 for the 2016 

Improvements Project for $148,050.58 to Utility Systems of America, Inc. Motion 

Carried Unanimously 
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C. Debeltz/ D.Forsman moved to approve the Liquor License renewals for the 2016-2017 licensing 

year pending receipt of proper fees and paperwork 
 

ON-SALE INTOXICATING SUNDAY ON-SALE 

Amici’s 

Boathouse Brewery 

The Chocolate Moose 

Dee’s Bar - the Next Generation 

Ely Bowling Center 

Ely Steak House  

Grand Ely Lodge 

Gator’s Grilled Cheese Emporium 

Insula 

Kwazy Wabbit  

Rockwood Bar & Grill 

Zaverl’s Bar  

 

Amici’s 

Boathouse Brewery 

The Chocolate Moose 

Dee’s Bar - the Next Generation 

Ely Bowling Center 

Ely Steak House  

Grand Ely Lodge 

Gator’s Grilled Cheese Emporium 

Insula 

Rockwood Bar & Grill 

Zaverl’s Bar  

 

 

WINE 

A Taste of Ely 

Organic Roots 

Sir G’s Italian Restaurant 

Stony Ridge on Shagawa Lake 

ON-SALE 3.2 NON-INTOXICATING 

MALT  

A Taste of Ely 

Organic Roots 

Sir G’s Italian Restaurant 

Stony Ridge on Shagawa Lake  

OFF-SALE 3.2 NON-

INTOXICATING 

MALT 

Ely Northland Market 

Zupancich Brothers Inc 

Shopko 

OFF SALE INTOXICATING  

Boathouse Brewery Liquor 

Lake Shore Liquor 

Mike’s Drive In Liquor 

Wild Life Liquor 

 

D. Kess/Debeltz moved to approve the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

Program FY 2016 Agreement between St. Louis County and the City of Ely. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  

 

E. Debeltz/ D.Forsman moved to approve Catz Billiards and Blues Pool and Billiard 

Hall License at 29 E Chapman St Pending Receipt of proper paperwork and fees. 

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

F. OMITTED: Approve Catz Billiards and Blues Consumption and Display Liquor License 

at 29 E Chapman St Pending Receipt of proper paperwork and fees 

 

G. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve Jasper Company On Sale Intoxicating Liquor 

license for 2 W Sheridan St Pending Receipt of proper paperwork and fees. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  

 

H. OMITTED: Approve Catz Billiards and Blues On Sale Intoxicating Liquor License at 29 

E Chapman St Pending Receipt of Proper Paperwork and Fees.  

 

I. Kess/Debeltz moved to extend two hours parking to 2
nd

 Avenue West. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  
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14. OPEN FORUM 

 

Mayor Novak Recessed the meeting at 6:11pm.  

 

Acting Mayor Debeltz closed the meeting at 6:20pm  

 

Acting Mayor Debeltz opened the meeting at 6:41pm 

 

 

 

15. ADJOURN 

Kess/D.Forsman moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:42pm. Motion Carried 

Unanimously 

 

 

 

 

Casey Velcheff 

Deputy Clerk 

 


