
Ely City Council Public Hearing - September 27, 2016  

City Hall, Council Chambers 

 

 

Call to Order:  

Mayor Novak called the Public Hearing to order at 5:00pm.  

 

PRESENT:  Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Polyner, D.Forsman and 

Mayor Novak 

ABSENT: None 
 

Purpose:  This hearing will be held to discuss a remedy for:   

 327 E Chapman St, Ely, MN 55731 

Attorney Klun questioned Building Official Doug Whitney about the current status of the 

property at 327 E Chapman St.   

Whitney stated he inspected the property on March 10, 2016 and that the dwelling has 

been vacant for about 10 years. The rear door was removed and the building was secured 

by the City of Ely. The building is infested with unknown animals. Frozen and broken 

water lines have caused extensive damage to the interior of the building. Water has 

permeated the structure and ice is found throughout the interior. The ceilings have 

collapsed. The ice and water in the building have damaged interior walls, ceilings and 

floors and have done other unknown damage to the structure. The roof leaks and has a 

large hole near the chimney. The fascia and soffits are falling off. The building is filled 

with garbage and debris; and threatens to further damage the residential building an 

immediate threat to personal property, health and safety of any occupants. The exterior is 

in a state of disrepair (pealing and blistered paint). The windows are rotted and in a state 

of disrepair (many are broken). The Foundation has failed and is tipping in. 

Attorney Klun asked Whitney what his opinion as a licensed Building Official is the next 

step for the property at 327 E Chapman St.  

Whitney stated that the house should be demoed.  

Attorney Klun stated for the record the owner was made aware of this hearing and is not 

present today.  

 

 21 W Shagawa Rd, Ely, MN 55731  

Attorney Klun questioned Building Official Doug Whitney about the current status of the 

property at 21 W Shagawa Rd.  

Whitney stated that he inspected property on April 21, 2016 and the buildings and 

property have suffered from inadequate maintenance, physical deterioration, dilapidation, 

obsolescence and are a fire hazard. The exterior has holes, breaks, major portions of loose 

or rotting boards or timbers, and major portions of falling or loose siding.  The buildings 

are filled with personal property, junk, trash and debris. The property is covered personal 

property, junk, trash and debris. The property contains abandon and/or junk vehicles. The 

property has suffered from overall neglect. Roofing is blowing on to the adjoining 

properties.  Whitney stated that he has not inspected the inside of the building and has not 

deemed it inhabitable.  
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Attorney Klun asked Whitney what his opinion as a licensed Building Official is the next 

step for the property at 21 W Shagawa.  

Whitney stated he needs to do and inspection inside and potentially deem the building as 

inhabitable.  

Mr. Sherwood owner of 21 W Shagawa stated that he got a demolition permit and 

brought a trailer home today and he is going to try to do as much work as he can before 

winter.  

Attorney Klun asked Mr Sherwood if he was willing to grant the Building Official inside 

the dwelling to do and inspection.  

Mr. Sherwood indicated that he would not let the Building Official in to do an inspection 

as he is just trying to work on the outside of the house right now.  

Attorney Klun asked Whitney if he had any concerns with issuing a Building Permit to 

do the outside work.   

Whitney stated he has concerns with the stability of the house without seeing the inside.   

Langowski stated that there have been numerous neighborhood complaints on the 

property. If the Building Official is not allowed to do and inside inspection the council 

could request a search warrant to deem if the property is habitable or not at next 

Tuesday’s council meeting.  

Police Chief Lahtonen stated that the back of the house looks the same today as it did 

back in July 16, 2014 when an inspection was done on the property.  Lahtonen stated that 

Mr. Sherwood gives the same argument every year and keeps saying he is going to fix the 

problems, but it doesn’t get done.  

 

 1322 N 18
th

 Ave E, Ely, MN 55731   

Attorney Klun questioned Building Official Doug Whitney about the current status of the 

property at 1322 N 18
th

 Ave E.  

Whitney stated that he inspected property on July 29, 2016 and the sewer has failed. Raw 

sewage had been running on the property to the South and North. The foundation is failed 

and makes connection to the City Sewer infeasible. The buildings and property have 

suffered from inadequate maintenance, physical deterioration, dilapidation, obsolescence 

and are a fire hazard. The exterior has holes, breaks, major portions of loose or rotting 

boards or timbers, and major portions of falling or loose siding. Roofing is blowing on to 

the adjoining properties. The windows are of loose and rotting. The buildings are filled 

with personal property, junk, trash and debris. The property is covered personal property, 

junk, trash and debris. The property contains abandon junk. The garage is filled with 

garbage. 

Attorney Klun asked Whitney what his opinion as a licensed Building Official is the next 

step for the property at 1322 N 18
th

 Ave E.  

Whitney stated that the house should be demoed.  

Attorney Klun stated for the record the owner was made aware of this hearing and is not 

present today.  

Laurie Young at 1352 19
th

 Ave E asked what does the property being cleared mean?  

Demoing the house and garage is one thing, but what about the ground where the sewage 

has been.   

Langowski stated that the septic and dry well will be pumped and filled and the water and 

sewer connections will be taken out.  
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Doug Johnston at 1302 18
th

 Ave E thanked Langowski for putting a cover on the septic 

tank hole, and thanked everyone on the council.  

 

Keith Appleberry at 1345 18
th

 Ave E stated that he would appreciate as much as can be 

done to this property is done.  Every time the wind blows debris from the property blows 

into his yard.  People in the neighborhood have been dealing with this property for the 

last 30 years.  

 

 

 

 

Adjourn:  

Mayor Novak adjourned the meeting at 6:04pm.  

 

 

 

Casey Velcheff 

Deputy Clerk 


