
Public Hearing Minutes – October 4, 2016  

City Hall, Council Chambers 

 

 

Call to Order:  

Mayor Novak called the Public Hearing to order at 4:30pm.  

 

Present: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Polyner, D.Forsman and Mayor 

Novak 

Absent: None  
 

Purpose:  

To hear public comment concerning Pillow Rock 

 

Mayor Novak stated that the move of Pillow Rock would be at no cost to the City of Ely and that fellow 

citizens of the City of Ely would like to move Pillow Rock to a more visible location.  

 

Bill Tefft- Pattison St 

Tefft stated that there are a lot of stories about Pillow Rock and once the rock is moved the story 

ends.  He feels that even though no money has been allocated to improving the Pillow Rock area, 

that it could happen, no money was allocated to other parks before a project was brought 

forward. Tefft stated that he hopes that the Pillow Rock area would be improved, with more 

signage on Sheridan and the Trezona Trail that states where Pillow Rock is.  

 

Angela Campbell – Chapman St 

Campbell stated that she was introduced to Pillow Rock in 2011. She hopes to see Pillow Rock 

stay where it is.  She has talked to numerous citizens about Pillow Rock and the stories about 

Pillow Rock.  Campbell stated that we can incorporate the trails and parks with Pillow Rock. We 

can make Pillow Rock a site worth of our city and the heart of the city.  

 

Rachel Colber – Chapman St 

Colber stated that Pillow Rock should stay where it is, where the astronauts studied it.  

 

Warren Johnson – 2
nd

 Ave E 

Johnson stated that the Pillow Rock should stay where it is because of the history that it brings.  

We could do and interpretive area and a kiosk that would explain the history of the Pillow Rock. 

If the council does decide to move Pillow Rock, it should be completely at the cost of the person 

that wants it moved and at no cost to the City. It should also include a liability policy in case 

there is any damage done to the infrastructure within the City.  A Civil Engineer should be hired 

to validate the streets from the heavy rock that is going to be moved from its site to the Bear 

Center and any damage that is done to the streets or infrastructure or any personal liability should 

bore on the person that is accepting the rock. The Pillow Rock should be owned by the City and 

the City should have deeded access to the Pillow Rock 

 

Lynn Rogers –Conan 

Rogers stated that the Pillow Rock was moved there either by road or mining. He thinks the Bear 

Center can do a better job of showing off the rock and more people will see it.  He stated that at 

the Bear Center Ecology Hall people can learn more about the rock and glacial activity. Rogers 

stated that the Bear Center would have security and cameras on the Pillow Rock, they would take 

pride and take care of Pillow Rock.  
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Seraphine Rolando – Washington St – via Video 

Rolando stated that in the old days of mining they could not have moved the Pillow Rock with 

the Equipment that they had.  Rolando stated that the area could be improved by putting a trail 

around the Pillow Rock.  

 

Nancy McReady- Town of Morse – Long time Ely Resident 

McReady stated that the Pillow Rock is known as “Ely Greenstone” and moving Ely Greenstone 

is not the right thing to do. More signage and a kiosk would do wonders to the area.  

 

John Flaten – Walsh Road- Eagles Nest 

Flaten first became aware of Pillow Rock six months ago and is in favor of moving it to a more 

presentable site.  

 

Katheryn Farion – Birch Lake Road 

Farion stated that in 2000 the city was supposed to put benches at Pillow Rock with a grant that 

was received. The Pillow Rock is iconic to the city. Farion stated that the Pillow Rock Ad Hoc 

group has been working towards making the Pillow Rock area a geology park, but have not made 

much progress since there is not a lot of consensus in the group.  

 

Matt Fetter – Hiawatha St  

Fetter asked why the area doesn’t get developed, more signage and trails around and to the 

Pillow Rock. What is the value of the Pillow Rock? What happens if it crumbles if it is moved?  

Fetter stated that he is opposed to moving Pillow Rock and that he would be willing to donate 

time and services to help clean up the area around Pillow Rock.  

 

Carl Karasti – Winton 

Karasti stated that he is a former geologist and during the late 60s early 70 he worked on some of 

the early copper nickel explorations in the area. Dr. Finney stated working for NASA and was 

the geologist at NASA that was responsible for training the astronauts for Apollo 15 and 16 in 

geology.  He was the geologist that was responsible for bringing the astronauts to Ely to look at 

some of our local geology.  There has been lots of interest in that the astronauts looked at and 

walked on our Pillow Rock. Dr. Finney says that it never happened, and he was the one that 

brought them here. Their sole purpose in coming here was to look at some gabbro at the end of 

the spruce road south of town and that was all they had time for when they were here. Karasti 

tracked Dr. Fineny down and called him and they talked about Pillow Rock. Karasti asked 

Finney about the astronauts visiting Pillow Rock and Finney said that the astronauts did not visit 

Pillow Rock, so that is not part of the modern history of Pillow Rock. Karasti filled Finney in on 

the potential move of Pillow Rock. Karasti stated that in his opinion it is a waste of time, money, 

and effort to move Pillow Rock and that it would be much better left where it is.  The best 

Karasti could tell by Finney’s response is that he was in complete agreement with Karasti. 

Finney suggested better signs and more signs. Finney and Karasti agreed that the area around 

Pillow Rock needs to be developed more, with more signage and a kiosk. Doing something down 

there would cost far less than moving the huge rock. Karasti wanted to clear up a few myths that 

have grown up around the rock.  Some people believe that the 2.7 Billion year old Ely 

Greenstone is the oldest rock in the world, it is not. The oldest rock in Minnesota is down in 

southwestern Minnesota in the Minnesota River Valley and that rock is about 3.6 billion years 

old. The oldest rock that we know of is in Western Australia and those rocks are 4.38 billion 

years old.  Some people believe that Ely is the only place where Pillowed Rock or Greenstone 

occurred. This is not true. Greenstone is common to all the continental shields and it is found on 
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all the continents. Why is Pillow Rock so special?  The Pillow Rock is special because it is here 

in Ely, it is ours and it is accessible.  

 

Bill Erzar – Heather St 

Erzar stated that he grew up by Pillow Rock and remembers playing on the rock as a kid. Erzar 

stated that there used to be more signs and there was not a fence around the rock. The Pillow 

Rock should stay where it is and a small park should be built around it with a Trezona Trail tie 

in.  

 

 

Adjourn:  

Mayor Novak adjourned the public hearing at 5:27pm without objection.  

 

 

 

Casey Velcheff 

Deputy Clerk 


