
 

Council Minutes, October 18, 2016  

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Novak called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 5:30pm.  

 

2. PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Polyner, D.Forsman and Mayor Novak 

ABSENT: Council member Omerza 

 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to Approve the minutes from the October 4, 2016 Regular 

Council Meeting, and the October 11, 2016 Special Council Meeting. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  
A.Forsman asked that more of Carl Karasti’s comments be added to the Public Hearing Minutes 

from October 4, 2016. The minutes from the Public Hearing on October 4, 2016 will be updated 

and brought to the next council meeting.  

 

 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA: 

Mayor Novak added item Potential removal of HRA Commission Member to New Business Item 

B without objection.  

 

 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT  

Proclamation- General Aviation Appreciation Month  

Mayor Novak received a letter from the Minnesota Association of Library Friends that was 

looking for Stand Up Honorees and Joe Owens was nominated by our Friends of the Library 

Group and Gail Sheddy. Mayor Novak thanked Joe Owens for being a great volunteer with the 

Friends of the Library.  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to send Joe Owens a thank you and commended him on his 

appointment. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
Mayor Novak stated that the Data Centers of Minnesota declined the option to purchase the 

Community Center.  Langowski will be meeting with the Community Center Foundation on 

Thursday at 4:30pm to go over other options brought forward with the Maxfield Research Re-Use 

Potential for the Community Center.  

 

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA:    

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to accept the Consent Agenda item A. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

 

7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:    

 

 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
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Polyner/A.Forsman to task the city attorney to pursue misdemeanor code violation ($100) of 

11.01, subdivision 12.C in addition to the double fee ($25) for Home Occupation permit at 

206 E White Street.  

Attorney Klun stated that the City Attorney’s office cannot pursue a misdemeanor code violation 

the Police Department would have to site the individual first. One thing that could be done through 

the City Attorney’s office is a cease and desist letter.  

Police Chief asked for some clarifications how do you determine who gets a Home Occupation 

Permit and who does not.  

Attorney Klun stated that the Planning and Zoning Administrator or Clerk/Treasurer Langowski in 

the Planning and Zoning Admins absence can issue a civil citation.   

Kess suggested the motion be revised to the following: Polyner and A.Forsman revised the 

motion.  

Polyner/A.Forsman moved to task the City Clerk with the advice of the City Attorney to 

follow due process for the Home Occupation Permit at 206 E White Street. Motion Carried 

Unanimously  

 

D.Forsman/A.Forsman moved to submit letters of intent for pedestrian sidewalks and 

crossing at 17
th

 and Sheridan, as well as funding for Trezona Trail work and Pioneer Mine 

retaining wall repair and restoration. Motion Carried Unanimously.   

 

D.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the CGBG application for the Chandler Area 

Infrastructure repairs and improvement as specified by JPJ Engineering. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

Mayor Novak reported that he HRA director is doing well and should be on her own in the next 

month or so.  

 

 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. Clerk-Treasurer:  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Clerk/Treasurer to sign the Transaction Form 

for Withdrawal of Wetland Credits from the Minnesota Wetland Bank and make 

payment of $37,518.54. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

B. Fire Chief 

Chief Erchull stated that the Public Safety Open House went very well and had a good turnout.  

Thanks to Kristen Zobitz and Sandy Thom for planning the event. Erchull stated that a lot of 

tours of the fire hall have been happening lately with children.   

Polyner thanked the fire department for putting on the Public Safety Open House.  

 

C. Library Director 

Library Heinrich gave an update of the upcoming events at the library which are located on the 

Library website.  

 

D. Police Chief 
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E. City Attorney:   

i. Data Center Group, Community Center  

Attorney Klun stated that the Data Center Groups counteroffer was $100 for the purchase 

of the Community Center. The option to purchase was written for a fair market value as 

long as the business plan was acceptable. There will be a letter of declaration or declining 

the option sent to the clerk’s office.  

 

ii. Old Ford Garage Purchase Agreement and Sale 

Attorney Klun stated that we have received notice from the MPCA that they have 

determined that the investigation or clean-up as complete on the Old Ford Garage and 

Attorney Klun will move forward with the purchase and sale of the garage.  

 

iii. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Note and Mortgage for 31 E. Chapman 

Street, E. Chapman Properties for $17,500. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

iv. Update on AFSCME 1490 Contract  

Attorney Klun stated that they are close to a tentative agreement.  

 

F. City Engineer 

 

Mayor Novak stated that 10 new Department of Revenue jobs are posted in Ely.  

 

10. COMMUNICATIONS:    

A. Minnesota Department of Health- Haloacetic Acids and Trihalomethane Results 

B. Thank you from the County Board for hosting the County Board Meeting 

 

 

11. CLAIMS  FOR PAYMENT:  

A. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the City and EUC claims for October 18, 2016 for 

$440,361.27. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

B. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Partial Payment Estimate #4 for the 2016 

Improvements Project to Utility Systems of America for $85,702.49. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

 

12. OLD BUSINESS:  

A. A.Forsman/D.Forsman moved to approve Resolution #2016-042  And Order of the City 

of Ely A Resolution and Order of the City of Ely, Minnesota, Declaring the Real 

Property at 21 West Shagawa Road Blight Pursuant to the Ely City Code 

Building Official Whitney talked to Sherwood and Sherwood is ok with the stipulations of the 

Resolution.  

A.Forsman asked if he fails to meet the December 1
st
 deadline then what?  

Novak stated that would be the end of the agreement and resolution.  

Attorney Klun stated that A-F on the resolution will need to be completed by December 1, 

2016.  If he does not complete those items by December 1, 2016 Klun would suggest another 

hearing.  

Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman- Yes, Kess- Yes, Debeltz- Yes, Polyner- Yes, 

D.Forsman, and Mayor Novak – Yes Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent.  
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B. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to have the Point of Sale Public Hearing on November 1, 2016 

at 5:15pm with Council Meeting following. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

 

13. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to have a Special Council Meeting November 9
th

 at 5:00pm to 

Canvass the vote. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

B. Kess/D.Forsman moved to accept the HRA recommendation to remove Teri Lindsoe 

from the HRA board for the 3 allocations that were brought up at the Public Hearing 

earlier tonight. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to post for a City of Ely Resident to fill the open seat on the 

HRA Board Commission. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

 

14. OPEN FORUM 

 

 

15. ADJOURN 

Mayor Novak moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:15 pm without objection.  

 

 

 

Casey Velcheff 

Deputy Clerk 


