
Council Minutes, November 15, 2016  

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Novak called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 5:30pm.  

 

 

2. PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Polyner, D.Forsman and 

Mayor Novak 

ABSENT: None 

 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the minutes from the Public Hearing on 

November 1, 2016 at 5:00pm with the change to the sentence Whitney stated that he 

posted the house inhabitable on October 12, 2016 to posted the house uninhabitable on 

October 12, 2016, the Public Hearing from November 1, 2016 at 5:15, and the 

November 1, 2016 Regular Council Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 

 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA: 

A. Addition – 9.A.vii.  City Tree Dump 

B. Addition – 13. A. HRA Board Positions 

C. Addition – 13.B. Approve Resolution #2016-045 Resolution Making Levy and 

Assessment Against Taxable Properties for Delinquent Assessments, Water, Sewer, and 

Electric Accounts   

D. Addition – 13.H. Approve Resolution #2016-050 Resolution Authorizing The 

Application of the Knights of Columbus Council 3238 to Conduct Bingo 

E. Addition – 13.I. Pillow Rock 

F. Addition – 13.J. Approve Resolution #2016-051 Resolution Authorizing the City of Ely 

to Make Application to and Accept Funds from the Downtown Business Corridor Grant 

Programs   

G. Addition – 13.K. Burntside Ridge Trail Association Bylaws  

Omerza/Debeltz moved to accept Additions A-G. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT   

Congratulations to Ryan Callen who was elected as the new council member at the 

November 8
th

 elections along with Paul Kess and Jerome Debeltz.  

The Christmas parade is on November 26
th

 at 5pm.  

 

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA:    

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s 

agenda.  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Consent Agenda item A. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  
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7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:   

A. Rob Schulze the Executive Director of the International Wolf Center gave a update on the 

Wolf Center. This past spring they completed the expansion of their Wolf Care Center, 

which is used as a medical facility to care for their Ambassador wolves and was 

expanded to care for the new Artic Wolf Pups. In May they welcomed their new 

Ambassador Wolf pups, Axel and Grayson. The wolf pups received a tremendous amount 

of media attention which resulted in an increase in attendance this year which is great for 

the community and local businesses. In its 2
nd

 year the 2
nd

 Day Re-Entry Program has 

continued to grow in use, and has been popular among our visitors. Their “Wolves at our 

Door” outreach program has held more than 550 class presentations in its first two years 

and has led to an expansion of the program to serve all Minnesota schools. In August, 

they introduced “Community Day” as a new opportunity for local residents to come and 

experience the Center for a reduced rate. The International Wolf Center is continuing to 

work with the Minnesota DNR and the USFS to obtain the 14.5-acre land exchange 

behind the Center. This would keep in place a natural barrier behind the Center that 

protects wolf enclosures. They are continuing to work with the North American Bear 

Center to find ways to co-promote each organization and increase tourism to Ely.  

 

B. Heidi Favet and Jenny Uhrich shared information about the Community Care Team and 

Behavioral Health Network serving the Ely Area. Bringing healthcare, mental health, 

education, government services and non-government social services together to 

collaborate and help individuals meet their health and wellness goals and needs. Over 

$900,000 in Federal, State, and foundation grants has been awarded to support these 

efforts. They are seeking council support of a $300,000 per year grant to expand access 

to, coordinate and improve quality of behavioral health services through care 

coordination.  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to send a letter of support for the Well Being 

Development’s application to the Rural Health Network Development Program. 

Motion Carried Unanimously  

 

 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

D.Forsman/Debeltz moved to advertise for bids and submit an application to the 

IRRRB for grant assistance for the demolition of 1355 N 19
th

 Ave E, 1322 N 18
th

 Ave E, 

327 E Chapman St, and 98 Chandler Street. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

D.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the proposal from Docks on Wheels to trade 

swim stairs to the City of Ely for an old set of monkey bars and the old generator from 

the police garage. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. Clerk-Treasurer:  

i. EUC CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: The following items of business were 

recommended for approval at the regular EUC meeting of Wednesday, November 9, 

2016:  

1. Approved the lease with Office Enterprises for the billing office postage meter for 

$209.12 per month. 
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2. Approved purchase of a VFD from Primex for the WTP for $12,215.00. 

3. Approved assessing the list of utility accounts to taxes. 

4. Approved Payment to Lighthouse Power Systems for $1,090.90 and $438.50 for 

generator maintenance at the WWTP and Burntside pump house. 

5. Approved payment of the October EUC Bills List for $278,309.12. 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the EUC Consent Agenda from November 

9, 2016 items 1-5.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

ii. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to send a Letter of Support for Aquatic Invasive 

Species (AIS). Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

iii. Blandin Broadband Communities Program 

Langowski stated that we need 3-5 council members, township board members, etc to 

attend the Iron Range Broadband Communities Kick Off Meeting on November 30, 

2016 from 9am-3pm.  

 

iv. Blight Demolition – Hazardous Materials Assessments 

Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to recommend Braun Intertec be awarded the bid for 

hazardous material assessments on the three blight properties at 327 E 

Chapman, 1322 N 18
th

 Ave E, and 1355 N 19
th

 Ave E for $3610.00. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  

 

v. Requesting Bids for the Demolition of the Blight Properties- Mentioned under 

committee reports 

 

vi. Health Insurance Open Enrollment 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve to offer the Health Partners HSA Gold 

2000-100 plans, the Health Partners HSA Embedded Silver 3000-80 plan, and 

the Health Partners HSA Embedded Bronze 6500-100 plan for the City of Ely 

employees for their health insurance. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

vii. City Tree Dump 

Langowski asked for the Council’s permission to advertise for bids for the disposal of 

the numerous boulevard trees currently at the Look Out Ridge Dump site. We have 

received calls from individuals interested in buying some of the logs removed from 

City boulevards. We have required the successful bidder to remove all materials from 

the dump site within a seven day period and they were not allowed to cut the wood on 

site.   

A.Forsman stated he would like to give them two weeks to get the trees removed with 

the impending weather.  

Langowski stated that the dump is not open for others to cut firewood.  

Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to advertise for bids for the disposal of the boulevard 

trees at Look Out Ridge Dump site.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

B. Fire Chief 

 

C. Library Director 

Mayor Novak gave an update of the upcoming events at the library which are located on 

the Library website.  



Council Minutes November 15, 2016 

4 

 

 

D. Police Chief 

 

E. City Attorney:     

i. Reed Road Counteroffer  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to close the meeting at the end under MN Statute 13D 

to discuss the counter offer the City received from Ms. Reed relative to Reed 

Road. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

ii. Old Ford Garage Purchase Agreement 

Attorney Klun stated that this purchase agreement would be purchasing the Old Ford 

Garage for the delinquent taxes. Attorney Klun stated that she would recommend if 

the council wanted to move forward with this that they do it with a contingency with 

reaching a purchase agreement with Mr. Ott.  Mr. Ott presented an offer to the city 

which was accepted for the Old Ford Garage pending some contingencies. Attorney 

Klun is still waiting for the contingencies from Mr. Ott.  

Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve the Old Ford Garage Purchase Agreement 

contingent upon reaching a purchase agreement with Mr. Ott.  Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

F. City Engineer 

 

 

10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. Kiwanis Club of Ely donating $100 to the Ely Fireworks Fund 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to send a letter of Thanks to the Kiwanis Club of Ely for 

their donation. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

B. Letter from the All Night Grad Party  

C. Ely Health & Hospital Foundation notice of annual meeting 

D. Arrowhead Regional Development Commission- Nominations for St Louis County 

Communities Under 10,000 ARDC Representative 

 

 

11. CLAIMS  FOR PAYMENT:  

A. City and EUC claims for November 15, 2016 for $348,443.21 

B. Final Payment Estimate #4 for the 2015 Improvement Projects for $28,555.04 to Utility 

Systems of America.  

C. Payment Estimate #1 for the 2016 Connector Taxiway for $248,000.68 to Hoover 

Construction Co.  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve claims for payment A-C. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

 

12. OLD BUSINESS:  

A. Ordinance 306 Point of Sale 2
nd

 Reading-  

Langowski stated that this will be brought up at the next council meeting  
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B. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve Resolution #2016-048 Resolution and Order of 

the City of Ely, Minnesota Declaring the Real Property at 1355 North 19
th

 Avenue 

East Blight Pursuant to the Ely City Code.  Roll Called:  Council Members 

A.Forsman- Yes, Kess- Yes, Debeltz- Yes, Omerza- Yes, Polyner- Yes, D.Forsman, 

and Mayor Novak – Yes 

 

 

13. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. HRA Board Position- Term Expires December 31, 2018 

Richard H Zahn or Angela Campbell  

A.Forsman/Omerza moved to appoint Angela Campbell to the HRA Board with the 

Term Expiring December 31, 2018. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

B. A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve Resolution #2016-045 Resolution Making 

Levy and Assessment Against Taxable Properties for Delinquent Assessments, 

Water, Sewer, and Electric Accounts Roll Called:  Council Members A.Forsman- 

Yes, Kess- Yes, Debeltz- Yes, Omerza- Yes, Polyner- Yes, D.Forsman, and Mayor 

Novak – Yes 

 

C. Omerza/A.Forsman moved to approve Resolution #2016-046 Resolution to Meet 

Application Requirements for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

Program. Roll Called:  Council Members A.Forsman- Yes, Kess- Yes, Debeltz- Yes, 

Omerza- Yes, Polyner- Yes, D.Forsman, and Mayor Novak – Yes 

 

D. D.Forsman/A.Forsman moved to approve Resolution #2016-047 Resolution to 

Canvass the Vote of the November, 2016 General Election. Roll Called:  Council 

Members A.Forsman- Yes, Kess- Yes, Debeltz- Yes, Omerza- Yes, Polyner- Yes, 

D.Forsman, and Mayor Novak – Yes 

 

E. Omerza/A.Forsman moved to approve Resolution #2016-049 Resolution Wild Rice 

and Sulfate Standards Roll Called:  Council Members A.Forsman- Yes, Kess- Yes, 

Debeltz- Yes, Omerza- Yes, Polyner- Yes, D.Forsman, and Mayor Novak – Yes 

 

F. Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve Change Order #1 for the 2016 Connector 

Taxiway.  

Langowski stated that this change order is for an extension of time no dollar amount.  

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

G. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve the Certificate of Substantial Completion for the 

Ely 2016 Improvements Project. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

H. D.Forsman/Omerza moved to approve Resolution #2016-050 Resolution 

Authorizing The Application of the Knights of Columbus Council 3238 to Conduct 

Bingo Roll Called:  Council Members A.Forsman- Yes, Kess- Yes, Debeltz- Yes, 

Omerza- Yes, Polyner- Yes, D.Forsman, and Mayor Novak – Yes 
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I. Pillow Rock 

Polyner stated that the majority of the people at the hearing on Pillow Rock were against 

the move of Pillow Rock. There is a group that has formed that would like to fix up the 

Pillow Rock area, but there is still some uncertainty of what is going to happen to the 

rock.  

Mayor Novak has not given support to any position on the movement of Pillow Rock.  

Polyner stated that getting that clarification out, then the group can pursue their project.   

Polyner/Kess moved to keep Pillow Rock in its current location for the foreseeable 

future. Motion Carried 6-1 with D.Forsman voting No.  

 

J. Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve Resolution #2016-051 Resolution Authorizing 

the City of Ely to Make Application to and Accept Funds from the Downtown 

Business Corridor Grant Programs  Roll Called:  Council Members A.Forsman- 

Yes, Kess- Yes, Debeltz- Yes, Omerza- Yes, Polyner- Yes, D.Forsman, and Mayor 

Novak – Yes 

 

K. Omerza/D.Forsman moved to vote yes that the proposed Fifth Amendment to the 

second amended and restated bylaws should be adopted and is approved in the 

Burntside Ridge Trail Association Bylaws. Motion Carried Unanimously 

 

  

14. OPEN FORUM 

 

Mayor Novak recessed the meeting for 10 minutes at 7:02pm  

 

Mayor Novak closed the meeting to discuss Reed Road at 7:15pm.  

 

Mayor Novak re-opened the meeting at 7:25pm 

 

A.Forsman/Omerza moved to approve the counteroffer with the reduction of the 

judgement against the City of Ely. Motion Carried Unanimously.   
 

 

15. ADJOURN 

Mayor Novak adjourned the meeting at 7:27pm without objection.  


