
 

Council Minutes, December 6, 2016  

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Novak called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 5:30pm.  

 

 

2. PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Polyner, D.Forsman and 

Mayor Novak 

ABSENT: None 

 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the minutes from the November 15, 2016 

Regular Council Meeting, Special Council Meeting November 29, 2016 at 6pm and the 

November 29, 2016 Truth in Taxation Public Hearing. Motion Carried Unanimously.   

 

 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA: 

A. Addition: 13.J. Resolution #2016-055 Resolution of the Ely City Council-

Commitment to the Citizens of Ely 

Addition A added without objection 

 

 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT   

Tomorrow is Pearl Harbor Day, it is important to remember that piece of our history.  

Saturday, December 10
th

 is the Ribbon Cutting at the Old VFW for The Northern Grounds.  

Yesterday was the Joint Powers Meeting with the Legislature at the GEL.  

Last Wednesday Langowski, Omerza, Mayor Novak, Fedo, and Soderberg attended the 

Broadband Communities Kick Off Event for Blandin. In January they are looking at putting 

together a local steering committee  

Mayor Novak will be in the cities on Thursday and Friday and has a meeting with the 

Governor on Friday.  

The defacing of property on Saturday evening was uncalled for.  

Mayor Novak stated that he has received numerous emails and phone calls concerning the 

Facebook post Dan Forsman posted.  Novak stated that this was done on personal time and 

not at the council table. In this matter it was a private issue and not city council business. One 

of the points made has been a demand that the council force Dan Forsman off the council, the 

council has no authority to do that, the people make that choice, not the council.  

 

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA:   

A. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and 

resolutions on tonight’s agenda except Resolution #2016-055 Resolution of the Ely 

City Council – Commitment to the Citizens of Ely.  Motion Carried Unanimously.   

 

B. Debeltz/ D.Forsman moved to approve Mayor and Council Members to attend the 

League of Minnesota Cities Experienced Officials: 2017 Leadership Conference 

January 27-28, 2017 in Bloomington, MN. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
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7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:    

Peta Barrett – Discussion on Tolerance 

Peta Barrett stated that she serves on the Ely Winter Fest Committee, the Empower Board 

and is a business owner in Ely; she was accompanied by Carol Orban. Barrett and Orban 

stated that they were going to address the recent social media post by City Councilman Dan 

Forsman on the Pant Suit Nation Minnesota Facebook Page. Orban stated that they hope that 

the message given tonight positively resonates with the Ely City Council Members and the 

adults in the community. They wish to improve the interpersonal communication within the 

city. The Empower organization strives to work with the guiding principles of respect, 

responsibility, fairness, and integrity; they want to encourage all adults in the community to 

adopt a similar code of conduct.  Barrett stated that she ties to conduct herself with the 

principles that were just talked about in her business and how she tries to live daily. In her 

perspective this is the conduct we should all strive to live by and we need to be a positive 

influence on each other because we all have a vested interest in Ely.  Barrett stated that they 

urge Dan Forsman to give a sincere apology, which would heal a lot of wounds, all across the 

county.   

 

Mayor Novak apologized; Dan wanted to give a statement during the Mayors Report.  

 

Dan Forsman left his seat as a council member and gave an apology at the podium. Dan 

stated that suicide is not a laughing matter and suicide has personally affected his family and 

friends. He stated that he had no intention to belittle or discredit that issue. He apologized for 

the reference to suicide in the meme that was shared.  He shared the meme in a personal 

setting, in no way was it a statement or position of the City of Ely or the Council.  

 

Gerald Tyler – Dan Forsman 

Tyler stated that he hopes Dan Forsman does not resign from the Council, what Dan can 

offer the City Council will help the city grow in the future.  Tyler stated that he 

wholeheartedly agrees with what Peta said.  Tyler stated that tolerance can be defined as 

accepting someone’s views or at least listening to them without engaging in intolerant 

behaviors. Tyler stated that he has friends on both sides of the mining issue and they are not 

hateful towards each other. We are all friends and we are not here to cause harm to anyone or 

hurt to anyone.  

 

Kess/D.Forsman moved to approve Resolution #2016-055 Resolution of the Ely City 

Council – Commitment to the Citizens of Ely.  

WHEREAS, the Ely City Council is elected and represents all citizens of the City of Ely.  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Ely reaffirms its commitment to: 

 Act with honesty and integrity 

 Promote an inclusive environment for all citizens, and to  

 Promote respect for others and encourage tolerance for the diverse points of view 

held by our citizens  

Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman- Yes, Kess- Yes, Debeltz- Yes, Omerza- Yes, 

Polyner- Yes, D.Forsman, and Mayor Novak – Yes 
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8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Standing/Special  

A.Forsman stated that the Ely Community Resources held a meeting in conjunction with the 

Northland Foundation about a new initiative called Age to Age. The idea behind this 

program is to encourage interaction between different generations of our society.   

 

Kess stated that he was impressed at the Joint Powers meeting with the legislatures and the 

support of issues that we face as a council. Passing a tax and bond bill is very important in a 

special session.  

 

Omerza/D.Forsman moved to allow the Park and Recreation Commission to form a 

subcommittee under the Park and Recreation to develop the Pillow Rock area. Motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

Omerza/D.Forsman moved that the City Contract with Sam Zorman to groom the 

Trezona Trails for the 2016/2017 Season. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

Omerza reported that the next Park and Recreation meeting will be on December 12, 2016 at 

5:30pm.  

 

Omerza reported on the CGMC Fall Conference and Board Retreat.  

 

Mayor Novak reported that the lodging tax went down 2.4% from last year through 

September.  

 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. Clerk-Treasurer:    

i. Boulevard Trees in City Tree Dump Bids 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to recommend the sale of trees located at the old 

landfill site on Lookout Ridge Road to Bob Koschak for $152.00. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  

ii. Bids on Demolition of Blight Properties  

D.Forsman/Debeltz moved to recommend the bid for the demolition of four 

properties located at 327 E Chapman, 98 Chandler, 1322 N 18
th

 Ave E, and 1355 

N 19
th

 Ave E to be awarded to G-Men Environmental Services for $45,896.00. 

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

iii. Schedule Interview for Temporary Part-time Planning and Zoning Administrator 

Langowski stated that if anyone is interested in participating in the interview process 

to let him know.  

 

B. Fire Chief 

Fire Chief Erchull stated that applications are starting to come in for volunteer fire 

fighters and they could hire up to five more Firefighters.   Chief Erchull stated the 

Minnesota Board of Firefighter Training will be paying 100% of the training for any new 

firefighter, and the training could potentially be in the Ely area again with Morse and 

surrounding towns also hiring.    

A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to hire up to five fire fighters. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  
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Fire Chief Erchull stated that the fire department has been experiencing slight power 

problems with their Hurst Jaws of Life Tools which is approximately 25 years old.  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to purchase a new Jaws of Life from TNT Rescue for 

$20,515. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

C. Library Director 

Library Director Heinrich gave an update of the upcoming events at the library which are 

located on the Library website.  

 

D. Police Chief  

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between 

the City of Ely and Vermilion Community College. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

E. City Attorney:     

i. Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve the amendment and extension to the lease 

between the City of Ely Lessor and the Ely Golf Club Corporation Lessee dated 

December 1, 2016. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

ii. Reed Road Settlement Agreement & Easement 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Settlement Agreement between 

Josephine E. Reed and the City of Ely. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Easement Agreement between 

Josephine E. Reed and the City of Ely. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve payment of $30,000 to Josephine E. Reed 

with the condition on Satisfaction of the Judgement. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

F. City Engineer 

 

10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. League of Minnesota Cities 2016-17 Coverage Changes, Rates, and Dividend 

B. League of Minnesota Cities Polz Denial 

C. RAMS Nomination Form 

D. Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Letter to Steve Giorgi – Wild Rice Standards 

 

Mayor Novak left the meeting at 6:35pm.  

 

11. CLAIMS  FOR PAYMENT:  

A. City and EUC claims for December 6, 2016 for $610,018.65 

B. Partial Payment Estimate #5 for the 2016 Improvements Project for $71,746.87 to Utility 

Systems of America, Inc 

C. Partial Payment Estimate #5 for the ELO Runway 12/30 Reconstruction project at the Ely 

Municipal Airport for $61,349.27 to Northland Constructors of Duluth, LLC 
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D. Partial Payment Estimate #2 for ELO Connector Taxiway project at Ely Municipal 

Airport for $478,281.82 to Hoover Construction Co.  

E. Ely Senior Center usage fee for Primary and General Elections- $250.00 

D.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve claims for payment A-E. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  
 

12. OLD BUSINESS:  

 

 

13. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. Debeltz/ D.Forsman moved to approve all 2017 Tobacco license renewal 

applications pending the receipt of all required documentation for the term of 1/1/17 

to 12/31/17. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

Mayor Novak returned to the meeting at 6:39pm  

 

B. Debeltz/ A.Forsman moved to approve Resolution #2016-053 Resolution Approving 

and Adopting Final Tax Levy Collectible in 2017. Roll Called: Council Members 

A.Forsman- Yes, Kess- Yes, Debeltz- Yes, Omerza- Yes, Polyner- Yes, D.Forsman, 

and Mayor Novak – Yes 

 

C. Omerza/A.Forsman moved to approve Resolution #2016-054 Resolution Approving 

the City of Ely Budget for the Fiscal Year 2017. Roll Called: Council Members 

A.Forsman- Yes, Kess- Yes, Debeltz- Yes, Omerza- Yes, Polyner- Yes, D.Forsman, 

and Mayor Novak – Yes 

 

D. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve the Certificate of Substantial Completion for 

the 2016 Improvements Project. Motion Carried Unanimously 

 

E. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to donate the 8ft Credenza and magazine rack from the 

Community Center to the Senior Center.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

F. A.Forsman/Kess moved to decline the Voluntary Assessment for the CGMC 

Environmental Action Fund. Motion Carried Unanimously 

 

G. Omerza/Debeltz moved to Do Not Waive the monetary limits on municipal tort 

liability established by Minnesota Statutes, Section 466.04 on the League of 

Minnesota Cities Liability Coverage –Waiver Form. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

H. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve Change Order #1 for 2015 Improvements 

Projects- Increases the Contract Amount by $2311.25. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

I. Debeltz/D.Forsman moved to approve Premier Pyrotechnics to shoot the 2017 4
th

 of 

July Fireworks Show. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

J. Approved earlier in the meeting: Resolution #2016-055 Resolution of the Ely City 

Council-Commitment to the Citizens of Ely  
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14. OPEN FORUM 

 

Mike Forsman stated that the civility in the room has changed.  Forsman read a letter from 

his wife and Dan’s mother. The letter stated that Dan posted a meme, a political cartoon; it 

was not meant to be hateful or hurtful. This election was stressful for all of the country, some 

were sure of the one they supported, but most of us didn’t trust either candidate. We need to 

accept the results of the election, which we no longer have any control. We need to put our 

lives into perspective and focus on what is important to all of us, we need to focus on our 

lives and continue to heal.  

 

Carol Orban thanked Dan Forsman for his apology.  Orban stated that she would like people 

to think before they post things on the internet.  

 

Reverend Katie Slack from Grace Lutheran Church stated that she has learned that people in 

the public eye are held to higher standards including herself as a pastor and the council. The 

words that we say can become public even if they are stated in a private area. The privilege 

of being an elected official is that each of you gets to represent our City and you also have 

the responsibility of thinking before speaking and thinking of how what you say is going to 

affect the office that you hold.  Slack stated that as a Pastor she has dealt first hand with 

suicide, she has been at the bedsides of people that have attempted suicide and with families 

that have recently lost a loved one to suicide. Slack thanked Dan for stating that suicide is not 

a joke.  She also thanked Dan for apologizing and also encourages him to write a written 

apology.  

 

Ed Finnegan stated that the words spoken by Dan today were appropriate and sincere.  

 

Tony Seme stated that it feels good to be in the Council Chambers with everyone tonight. He 

is proud of Dan for standing up and admitting his mistakes and God Bless You All.  

 

Ray Marsnik stated that his concerns were addressed earlier in the meeting.  Marsnik stated 

that he has been an elected official on the school board for the last 15 years.  Marsnik stated 

that one of the issues is trying to get young people to run for office. 

 

Larry Polyner stated that he worked with Dan on the projects commission and Dan was very 

resourceful and exactly the type of young person we need on the City Council.  

 

Mike Forsman Jr stated that tolerance and diversity go hand in hand. Diversity means that we 

are all different and to be truly tolerant we have to accept the difference in each other. Mike 

encouraged Dan to stand strong against the bullying, not to resign, and wishes that the 

bulling, hate, and threats would stop.  

 

Al Forsman stated that this was the most impressive Pledge of Allegiance at the start of the 

Council Meeting that he has ever heard, it was strong and solid and we can unite.  

 

Colin Cousins stated that he just moved to town a couple months ago, he is a University of 

Minnesota Medical Student and is working at the hospital. Cousins stated that he disagrees 

with Novak that this was a difference between public vs private life. Cousins stated that he 
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appreciates the apology from Dan. This demonstration of democracy was impressive here 

tonight.  Cousins stated that we do not need to accept hate speech in this town or any town or 

city for that matter.  

 

Rachel Rae Colber stated that she believes that Dan is sincere in his apology and if he needs 

any help in getting his message spread she would be happy to be his advocate.  

 

Gregg Cramer stated that he would like to express his sincere gratitude to all current and past 

Planning and Zoning Commission members. He stated that he has appreciated working with 

all the individuals during his tenure as the City of Ely Planning and Zoning Administrator 

and as his time on the Planning and Zoning Commission. He would like to thank all the 

individuals who worked on drafting the comprehensive plan. There were a lot of great 

contributors that were involved to create a positive outlook for our great city. Cramer stated 

that it has been a pleasure to get to know and work with his fellow colleagues and co-

workers.  Cramer stated that he would like to thank the citizens of the community who 

provide countless hours of volunteer time which benefits us all.  Cramer stated that he looks 

forward to collaborating in the future.  

 

 

15. ADJOURN 

Mayor Novak Adjourned the meeting without objection at 7:11pm.  

 

 

 

 

Casey Velcheff 

Deputy Clerk 


