
PUBLIC HEARING
April 24, 2018 - 4:30 p.m.

City Hall, Council Chambers

Call to Order:

Roll Call: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Callen, D.Forsman and Mayor
Novak and Planning and Zoning Commissioners

Purpose:

To hear public comment on the tapping of the Maple Trees on City Boulevards

Adjourn



Ely Tree Board Concerns and Recommendations Over the Tapping of Maples

4-24-18

The Board does NOT believe that tappers in Ely are doing so with malicious intent. Most tappers are

apparently doing this as a hobby. This tradition has taken place for many years on city streets and

parks. We recognize and respect the history of tree tapping, but recommend that the practice should

be significantly reduced, and eventually eliminated.

Energy budflet in trees:

1. Trees create and expend energy every year. Those trees that can consistently create more

energy than they expend develop storage (reserves) of energy, ready to use for defense

mechanisms. Stored defense mechanisms are important in times of attack by insects, disease,

weather, etc.

2. Limited reserves leads to loss of normal functions, dieback, and eventual death, (i.e. "decline" or

"decline spiral"). This is often associated with older trees.

3. Street trees experience numerous stresses not always found in natural forest trees (constricted

rooting zone, restricted water absorption, compromised soil condition, mechanical damage,

etc.). This can limit energy creation, and critical energy reserves can drop as a result.

4. Trees respond to wounds (including tap holes) by expending energy to actively defend against

any potential micro-organisms that may follow. Trees with high energy reserves are often

successful in walling off ("compartmentalizing") the wounded area. They also are left with

adequate energy to carry out other necessary functions, and respond defensively to attacks by

various pests. Result: The tree remains "healthy".

Note- Sugar maples respond well to wounds. Silver maples - not as well.

5. With limited energy reserves, wounding urban trees can trigger responses that consume even

more energy, compromising other necessary functions, which can in turn result in accelerated

decline.

6. Decline from a "healthy" condition to a dead tree can take 10, or 20, or more years, with little

outward sign of decline until the last few years. Stronger damaging agents may initiate the

decline, followed by weaker agents that are only successful against a weakened (predisposed)

tree. The original stressors that initiated the decline are not necessarily the ones present at the

time of death.

Tree tappinfl and the energy budflet:

7. Many of Ely's older silver maple are showing evidence of dieback.

Likely cause: numerous street tree stresses, which may include tapping.

8. Ely's trees are NOT declining from tree tapping alone. Some trees have been tapped for years

and are still living. Trees won't fall over from tapping. There are many contributing factors.

Tapping is only one factor, but it is one that can be more easily controlled/ eliminated.



9. Tapping sugar maple in a sugar bush is an acceptable practice, while tapping urban trees is not

recommended, and is prohibited in all cities with a forestry department that we have contacted.

10. The goal for urban trees is to increase the value they provide by bringing them to maturity

(larger size), then extending life past maturity, as long as functions and safety remain intact.

This requires managing in ways that maximize stored energy, regardless of their poor growing

environment.

11. Avoiding wounding whenever possible prevents the tree from "spending" energy reserves to

protect itself. The result is higher energy reserves, which leads to longer-term survival.

12. The Board is interested in extending the life of older trees and protecting our younger trees from

tapping.

Our letter in the newspaper proposed volunteer efforts by tappers to reduce impacts.

Excerpt from our letter to the editor:
In fact, because of concerns like these, most cities strictly prohibit the tapping of city trees. Ely currently

has no restrictions or rules concerning, and does not monitor, tree tapping. However, the Tree Board

strongly encourages anyone choosing to continue tapping trees to follow the recommended guidelines

below.

1. Limit the number of tap holes per tree:

• Less than 10 inch diameter trees - DO NOT TAP

• 10-20 inch diameter tree - Only ONE tap hole per tree.

• Over 20 inch tree - 2 tap holes per tree.

• Never more than 2 tap holes on a single tree.

• Do not add taps to trees that already have active taps.

2. Use a new or sharpened drill bit, with wood clearing capabilities- keep drilling depth to

approximately 1.5 inches deep.

3. Only use tapping spiles (spouts) that are specifically manufactured for tree tapping

4. Consider using the smaller 5/16 inch spiles.

More specific guidelines may be found at numerous websites on the subject. Guidelines have changed
over the years as new research has become available, so slight differences may be found from one site to
another. A few online publications worth googling include the UNH Extension site's "Maple

Sugaring"; the "Fond du Lac Sugar Bush Tapping Guidelines"; and the University of Maine's "How to

Tap Maple Trees andlvlake Maple Syrup. "

The Tree Board hopes that tree tappers will help and encourage each other to practice the best

techniques this spring.

However, this spring's tapping is still showing a wide range of techniques being used, from

good to poor. It appears that more trees were tapped than in previous years. Competition

between tappers led to early tapping, and multiple tappers utilizing the same tree. The result

was 4 or 5 or 6 taps on individual trees.



Potential Actions:

We are aware that the Council has been considering several different actions to resolve this situation.

The Tree Board has discussed many of these at length over the past several years. Our discussions
have led us to the following recommendation:

City Ordinance:

No person without written permission of the City Administrator shall plant,

remove, break, bore in to, spray or take any action which will injure or destroy

any tree or shrub, the base of which is located in the street right-of-way or on

other city land.

1. This ordinance is comprehensive enough to cover many other issues of concern to the Tree

Board.

2. It gives the city latitude to allow some activities (e.g. limited and controlled tapping, if

desired), while keeping the City's tree plan and the overall health and welfare of the trees in

mind.



4/20/2018 City of Ely Mail - Fwd: April 24 public hearing-Collecting sap in Ely

G MJ Casey Velcheff <casey.velcheff@ely.mn.us>
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Fwd: April 24 public hearing-Collecting sap in Ely
1 message

Harold Langowski <elyod@ely.mn.us> Fri, Apr 20, 2018 at 2:40 PM
To: Casey Ivancich <casey.velcheff@ely.mn.us>

Harold R. Langowski P.E.
Clerk-Treasurer

City of Ely
elyod@ely.mn.us
Office: 218-226-5474
Cell: 218-235-3083

Forwarded message
From: tony colarich <tcolarich@hotmail.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 20, 2018 at 1:29 PM
Subject: April 24 public hearing-Collecting sap in Ely
To: Harold Langowski <elyod@ely.mn.us>

Thank you to the City of Ely for allowing our group of senior
citizens to collect sap from the City owned silver maple trees. Other
groups of people also collected the same time we did. Some people
along with there young children collected just a few gallons of sap
for a quart or two of syrup. Others collected more. I don't think
that any group made syrup to sell it commercially. Our group never
sold any syrup. We gave it away to friends, relatives, and neighbors.
The yearly joke in the group was how much money are we going to lose
this year? Every year we had to buy jars, lids, rings, firewood,
electricity, propane, and gasoline.
We never had any controversy, or issues with anyone else collecting

sap in the City of Ely. Everything changed this year when a group of
non residents decided to put large blue sap collecting bags on 90% of
the available maple trees one month before the sap started to run.
This event ruined my desire to make maple syrup this year. Making
maple syrup is supposed to be fun. I don't want to have conflict with
anyone else who is collecting sap.
What has changed? There are less maple trees available. The City

is forced to cut trees that have deteriorated and have become a legal
liability for the City. The trees are older, stressed, and don't
produce the sap that they did 20 yrs. ago. Making maple syrup has
become more popular.

Some of the most obvious solutions are. Do nothing, as time goes on
all of the maple tress will have to be removed. Have a permit system.
Totally eliminate the collecting of sap in the City. I'm sure that
there are other solutions be sides the ones I have listed.

I will support any action that the City initiates as it works with
the Ely Tree Board to come up with a resolution.

Thank you for the opportunity to present my thoughts on this issue.

Sincerely,

Tony Colarich

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=7aa6a7528f&jsver=37e3CQhPxHk.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=162e492f28f89b50&siml='l62e492f28f89b50


