
Council Minutes - January 5, 2021  

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers  

 

Clerk/Treasurer Langowski administered the Oath of Offices for Council Members Ryan Callen, 

Jerome Debeltz, and Paul Kess.  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular City Council Meeting on January 5, 2021 was called to order by Acting Mayor 

Debeltz at 5:30pm.  

 

2. ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Omerza, Callen, Campbell, and Acting 

Mayor Debeltz 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

A. Callen/Campbell moved to approve minutes from the December 15, 2020 Regular 

Council Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:   

A. Addition 8.A Projects Committee 

B. Addition 9.B. Asking for approval to hire Thomas Deyak and Kyle Lakner as probationary 

Firefighters pending pre-employment physical, drug test, and background check to bring the 

Ely Fire Department to 35 members.  Training will start in Cook and online.  

C. Addition 10.D. Covid-19 Preparedness & Operations Plan for the Ely Nordic Ski Club. 

D. Addition 13.K. Resolutions 2021-009 Resolution Agreeing to Maintain Trezona & Semers 

Park Trail System 

E. Addition 13.L. Hidden Valley Mountain Valley Mountain Bike Trails Construction 

Management Proposal from Kay-Linn for $28,500. 

Additions A-E were added without objection.  

 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT  

A. Kess/A.Forsman moved to approve the Resolution 2021-001 A Resolution Declaring a 

Vacancy for the Office of Mayor. Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman- Yes, Kess – 

Yes, Omerza -Yes, Callen – Yes, Campbell-Yes, and Acting Mayor Debeltz - Yes. 

Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 

B. Campbell/A.Forsman moved to approve the Resolution 2021-002 A Resolution 

Ordering a Special Election for the Office of Mayor. Roll Called: Council Member 

A.Forsman- Yes, Kess – Yes, Omerza -Yes, Callen – Yes, Campbell-Yes, and Acting 

Mayor Debeltz –Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

C. A.Forsman/Callen moved to approve the Resolution 2021-003 Resolution Appointing an 

Interim Mayor to Fill Vacant Seat with Chuck Novak as Interim Mayor.  
Omerza indicated that she will be voting against this resolution.  Omerza stated that there is 

value in having Chuck Novak as Mayor, he has done a lot of great things for the City, but she 

believes that the people of Ely gave us direction at the last election.  

A.Forsman stated that at the interim time we should have someone with experience.  
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Campbell stated that she agrees with A.Forsman, the transition we are having should be a 

smooth transition.  

Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman- Yes, Kess – Yes, Omerza -No, Callen – Yes, 

Campbell-Yes, and Acting Mayor Debeltz- Yes. Motion Carried 5-1 with Omerza 

voting No.  

 

Clerk/Treasurer Langowski administered the Oath of Office to Chuck Novak for the position 

of Mayor.  

 

The Meeting was recessed for 5 minutes.  

Mayor Novak took over the meeting at 5:52pm.  

Mayor Novak thanked the council for appointing him as interim Mayor.  

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda 

B. Call for sealed bids for 2021 legal newspaper 

C. Advertise for open committee seats 

Debeltz/Kess moved to approve the Consent Agenda Items A-C.  

Mayor Novak indicated that the council should provide the clerk’s office a list of what 

committees they would like to be on.  

A.Forsman asked about the timeline for the Newspaper bids.  

Langowski indicated that we need to publish it for 2 weeks then it will either be on the next 

meeting agenda or the 1
st
 meeting in February.  

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None 

 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

A. Standing/Special   

Heritage Preservation Commission: Minutes included in the Council Packet 

 

Ely Utilities Commission: Minutes included in the Council Packet 

 

Planning and Zoning Commission 

Callen/Omerza moved to approve the recommendation from the Planning and Zoning 

Commission consider $100 annual fee for short term rental licenses and require 

Building Official to inspect each rental unit before a license is granted/renewed. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  

 

Projects Committee: Minutes included in the Additions Council Packet 
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9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. Clerk-Treasurer  

i. The following items were recommended for approval at the regular EUC meeting on 

December 16, 2020:  

1. Approved payment of the November EUC Bills for $370,735.27 

2. Approved a lighting rebate for E. Chapman Properties for $627.30 

3. Approved a lighting rebate for St. Louis County for $6,937.  

4. Approved payment to AE2S- Mercury Project for $38,786.00  

5. Approved Utility Account Write offs for $4866.70 

6. Approved the EUC Budget for 2021 

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the EUC consent agenda items from the 

December 16, 2020 meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

B. Fire Chief 

Callen/Omerza moved to approve to hire Thomas Deyak and Kyle Lakner as 

probationary Firefighters pending pre-employment physical, drug test, and 

background check to bring the Ely Fire Department to 35 members.  Training will start 

in Cook and online. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

Chief Erchull gave the 2020 yearly fire call report; there were 51 fire calls, 4 of them were 

structure fires, 7 were mutual aid calls with Morse Township and 2 were mutual aid calls 

with Babbitt.  They also had 190 EMS calls for the first responders for the year.  

 

Adam Borchert of the Ely Fire Department thanked the City for providing a workout area for 

the Police and Firefighters since 2016. Borchert stated that they started out with items that 

were brought from home, donated or purchased locally off Craigslist or other ads. The gym 

has turned into a full workout room including commercial quality cardio and strength 

training equipment. The facility as it stands today would not have happened without the full 

support of Vermilion Community College. They have made 2 donations of equipment; the 

first round equipped the gym with treadmills, elliptical, stair steppers, and bikes. The most 

recent donation the college donated free weights, a bench press, a squat rack, a full set of 

dumbbells and a full interlocking floor. Borchert stated that we now have a gym that is 

member accessible, free and private. It is the hope that having this great space will encourage 

more members of the local EMS, Firefighters, Police Departments and First Responders to 

develop and maintain a physical fitness plan. Borchert thanked Vermilion Community 

College for donating the equipment and to the City for providing the space.  

Kess/Debeltz moved to send Vermilion Community College a Thank You for donating 

the gym equipment.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

C. Library Director  

Library Director Heinrich talked about Library announcements which can be found on the 

Library website. Heinrich indicated that the American Library Journal has awarded its annual 

star libraries again and the Ely Library received a 5-star rating this year, only 2 other cities in 

Minnesota received star ratings this year.  
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D. Police Chief 

Chief Houde indicated that the new police officer David Wimmer will be starting tomorrow.  

 

E. City Attorney 

 

F. City Engineer 

 

Clerk Langowski stated that we have had continued vandalism at the Whiteside Park Porta Potty; 

people have been putting trash in the bathroom and trying to start it on fire.  The bathroom will 

be removed if this continues.  

 

10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. Kess/Debeltz moved to approve the Jake Forsman Memorial Car Show and Burnout 

Competition moving the event to the first weekend in October. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

B. Northwoods Partners Newsletter Fall/Winter 2020 – Matter of Information 

C. Ely Bloomenson Community Hospital 2020 Annual Report – Matter of Information 

D. Covid-19 Preparedness & Operations Plan for the Ely Nordic Ski Club. – Matter of 

Information 

 

11. CLAIMS  FOR PAYMENT:  

A. City and EUC claims for January 5, 2021 – $504,533.76 

B. Greater Minnesota Parks and Trails 2021 Membership Dues for $150.00.  

Omerza/Callen moved to approve the Claims for Payment items A and B. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  
 

12. OLD BUSINESS:  

 

13. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve Resolution 2021-004 Resolution Authorizing 

Temporary Deputy Clerk for Election Purposes. Roll Called: Council Member 

A.Forsman- Yes, Kess – Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza -Yes, Callen – Yes, Campbell-Yes, 

and Mayor Novak – Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

B. Kess/A.Forsman moved to approve the 2021 official city depositories:  Frandsen Bank 

& Trust, Boundary Waters Bank and 4M Fund. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza 

abstaining since her spouse works for Frandsen.  
 

C. Campbell/Debeltz moved to designate the Assistant Treasurer as the designated person 

to oversee, monitor, accept responsibility and evaluate the “nonattest/nonaudit services, 

which include the preparation of the notes to the financial statements to be included in 

the audit of the City of Ely for the year ending December 31, 2021.Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

 



Council Minutes January 5, 2021 

5 

 

D. Omerza/Callen moved to approve Resolution 2021-005 Resolution Authorizing City 

Officials and Staff to Attend Meetings Outside of Ely. Roll Called: Council Member 

A.Forsman- Yes, Kess – Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza -Yes, Callen – Yes, Campbell-Yes, 

and Mayor Novak – Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 

E. A.Forsman/Callen moved to approve an amendment on Resolution 2021-006 to include 

$100 fee for the Short Term Rentals. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

Kess/Callen moved to approve Resolution 2021-006 Resolution Authorizing Short Term 

Rental License Fee inserting $100 for the Short Term Rental fee. Roll Called: Council 

Member A.Forsman- Yes, Kess – Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza -Yes, Callen – Yes, 

Campbell-Yes, and Mayor Novak – Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

F. Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve Resolution 2021-007 Resolution Adopting the 2021 

City of Ely Fee Schedule. Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman- Yes, Kess – Yes, 

Debeltz-Yes, Omerza -Yes, Callen – Yes, Campbell-Yes, and Mayor Novak – Yes. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

G. Kess/Callen moved to approve Resolution 2021-008 Resolution Authorizing the Number 

of Short Term Rental in the City of Ely. Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman- Yes, 

Kess – Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza -Yes, Callen – Yes, Campbell-Yes, and Mayor Novak 

– Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 

H. Campbell/Debeltz moved to approve in kind services for the Wolf Track Classic Sled 

Dog Race on February 20
th

 and 21
st
, 2021. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

I. Omerza/Debeltz moved to transfer the tobacco and 3.2% off sale liquor licenses from 

Ely Northland Market Inc. to Zupancich Brothers Inc. pending proper paperwork and 

insurance. Motion Carried Unanimously. 

 

J. Campbell/A.Forsman moved to approve the Residential Rehab Loan for Jerome and 

Mary Debeltz for 311 N Lakeview Drive for new propane furnace, new insulated man 

door, and new insulated garage door for up to $7000 pending proper paperwork and 

fees and to direct Attorney Klun to work with the applicant and proceed with loan 

processing. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz abstaining.  

 

K. Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve Resolution 2021-009 Resolution Agreeing to 

Maintain Trezona & Semers Park Trail System.  

Langowski stated that this is for an ARDC Transportation Alternatives Program application 

to hopefully get some federal funds to repair the retaining wall at the Pioneer Mine.  

Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman- Yes, Kess – Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza -Yes, 

Callen – Yes, Campbell-Yes, and Mayor Novak – Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
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L. Omerza/A.Forsman moved to approve the Hidden Valley Mountain Bike Trails 

Construction Management Proposal from Kay-Linn for $28,500.  

Langowski indicated that this is the construction management firm that has worked with the 

IRRRB for the design of the Red Head Trails in Chisholm and the trails at Giants Ridge.  

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

14. OPEN FORUM 

Mike Banovetz – 427 E Harvey St. Banovetz indicated that Planning and Zoning spent a couple 

of years working on the  Short Term Rental Licensing. Banovetz indicated that he was 

disappointed that the Council did not set the number of Short Term Rentals at tonight’s meeting.  

Mayor Novak stated that we did in Resolution 2021-008; it is 35 Short Term Rentals in R-1, R-2, 

RT, and SMU. 

Banovetz stated that Planning and Zoning is also working on tiny homes, this is a trend 

nationwide and that is going to come to Ely.  We have given some Conditional Use Permits for 

some residents as of now that have applied.  Banovetz stated that the projects committee is also 

looking at expanding and developing the Spaulding Area, possibly have that area as a Cul-de-sac 

area for Tiny Homes. Banovetz stated he is not in favor of having tiny homes spread out around 

Ely he would rather have a specific area for them.  

 

15. ADJOURN    

Mayor Novak adjourned the meeting at 6:26pm without objection.  

 

Casey Velcheff 

Deputy Clerk   


