Regular Meeting Ely City Council — City Hall, Council Chambers
January 19, 2021

1. CALL TO ORDER
The regular City Council Meeting on January 5, 2021 was called to order by Mayor Novak at 5:30pm.

Pledge of Allegiance with Honor Guard Presenting the Colors and Moment of Silence for
Bob Niskala.

2. PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Callen, Campbell, and Mayor
Novak
ABSENT: None

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. Omerza/Callen moved to approve the minutes from the January 5, 2021 Regular Council
Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:
A. Addition 5.A. 2020 Council Committee Representatives
B. Addition 10.C. Kawishiwi Lodge — National Register of Historic Places
C. Addition 10.D. Information on Phase 3: St Louis County Small Business COVID-19 Relief Grants
D. Addition 10.E. 2021 CDBG initial Recommendation
E. Addition 11.B. Ely Community Resource 1% Quarter Payment of $5125.00.
Additions A-E added without objection.

5. MAYOR’S REPORT

A. Council Member Committee Assignments for 2021
Omerza/Callen moved to update the 2020 Council Committee Representatives to the 2021
Council Committee Representative list with the following changes — Acting Mayor: Al
Forsman, HRA: Campbell, Planning and Zoning: Campbell and take Events Coordinator
Board off the list. Motion Carried Unanimously.

2021 Council Members Committees are as follows:
Acting Mayor — Al Forsman, Airport- Kess, Budget — A.Forsman, Novak, Kess, Cemetery —
Debeltz, Insurance- Omerza, Gardner Trust- Campbell, Employee Relations — Omerza, Debeltz,
Campbell, Fire — Callen, HRA — Campbell, HPC — Campbell, Library — Omerza, Park & Rec —
Omerza, Planning & Zoning — Campbell, Police — Debeltz, Projects — Novak, Callen, Sanitation-
A.Forsman, Kess, Callen, TAB — Debeltz, Liquor & Tobacco — Debeltz, Utilities — A.Forsman,
Utilities Alternate — Callen, RAMS — Kess, RAMS Alternate — Campbell, Mesabi Trails — R.
Skraba, Community Joint Powers — Novak, CGMC — Omerza, Hwy #169 Task Force — Callen,
Lodging Tax Board — Kess, Ely Area Ambulance Service Joint Powers Board - Novak

6. CONSENT AGENDA:
A. Omerza/Campbell moved to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on
tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried Unanimously.

7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None
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8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
A. Standing/Special

Planning and Zoning Commission
Discussion on potentially creating a new ‘R-Point Five’ Zone
Callen indicated there has been some interest in the community for smaller than currently allowed
housing. Currently the ordinance requires a 768 sq ft minimum footprint and we have had inquiries
that are in the 500-750 sq ft range.
Omerza stated that it would be nice to discuss this with planning and zoning with more
information.
Langowski asked where Planning and Zoning would like to see these types of houses. In a separate
are of town, or allowed in RT, or spread out around town? There are a couple areas in the
Spaulding area that we could make a Cul-de-sac area for them.
It was discussed to talk to Planning and Zoning and invite them to the January Study Session to
further discuss.

Heritage Preservation Commission: Minutes included in the Council Packet

Library Board: Minutes included in the Council Packet

Projects Committee

Callen/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from the Projects Committee to
approve the authorization for professional services to TKDA totaling $127,200 for the design
requirements for the Ely Trailhead Facility. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Callen/Omerza moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to approve
the drafted Resolution and Declaration for the Trailhead project. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

A.Forsman asked about the generator noise issue that has been brought up. A.Forsman asked that
this also be put on the study session agenda.

Airport Commission

Langowski stated that we have been trying to work on reducing the operating and maintenance
costs at the Airport. Overtime we have replaced the lighting along the runway and parking lot
lighting. We are working on replacing the lighting in the hangers and eliminating every other
fixture, this project is eligible for a rebate through Lake Country Power. Last week the fuel oil
furnaces were replaced with high efficiency propane furnaces. Many of these projects are being
done with the additional maintenance and operating funds we received from the federal
government regarding the COVID response.

Housing & Redevelopment Authority: Minutes included in the Council Packet

Omerza indicated that we have quite a few openings on city committees and board. We need the
community members help to fill these spots.



10.

11.

12.
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:

A

Clerk-Treasurer

Clerk Langowski stated that the Community Center has been listed on cheapoldhouses.com and we
have received numerous calls and emails. Celia Domich has been showing the building a few
times.

Fire Chief

Library Director

The Library is currently accepting applications for artists to produce a Legacy-funded stained glass
artwork for the library building. A RFQ (request for qualifications) packet is available for
download on the Library’s website or as a hard copy via the library’s curbside pickup. The
deadline for application return is February 8, 2021.

Police Chief

City Attorney

Omerza/Callen moved to approve the Note and Mortgage for the Residential Rehab Loan for
Jerome and Mary Debeltz for 311 N Lakeview Drive for new propane furnace, new insulated
man door, and new insulated garage door for $7000. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Debeltz
abstaining.

City Engineer

COMMUNICATIONS:

A

O Ow

Passport Sales for 2020

A.Forsman asked what the costs are for processing passports to the city. Langowski indicated that
the main cost would be staff time to process the passports and postage.

Correspondence from the Ely Volleyball Net Club

Kawishiwi Lodge — National Register of Historic Places

Information on Phase 3: St Louis County Small Business COVID-19 Relief Grants

Langowski stated that we sent letters and the application to City of Ely Business Owners regarding
the Phase 3 Covid Relief Grants.

2021 CDBG initial Recommendation- Langowski indicated that our initial recommendation from
the CDBG is $100,000 for our 2021 infrastructure project.

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:

A
B.

City and EUC claims for January 19, 2021 — $539,617.45
Ely Community Resource 1% Quarter Payment of $5125.00.

Debeltz/Callen moved to approve the Claims for Payment items A and B. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

A

Legal Printing Bid Form — Matter of Information
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13. NEW BUSINESS:

14.

A

Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to allow the Ely Public Schools to use the Council Chambers for
the School Board Meetings and to work with the Clerk’s Office.

Mayor Novak this is a good thing, they have been having using Zoom meeting since March. Mayor
Novak stated that we have social distancing available in the council chambers; this should work
well for the school.

Langwoski indicated that they could also broadcast their meetings on the local Ely TV station. If
they want to use zoom and in person meetings we can train them in or they can work with Todd
Crego, but we don’t want it to be an extra burden on our staff.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

Campbell/Kess moved to approve Resolution 2021-010 Resolution Supporting Grant
Application to the MN DNR Grant-in-Aid Off Highway Vehicle Trail Assistance Program for
Maintenance. Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman- Yes, Kess — Yes, Debeltz-Yes,
Omerza -Yes, Callen — Yes, Campbell-Yes, and Mayor Novak — Yes. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

A.Forsman/Kess moved to approve Resolution 2021-011 Resolution supporting the Grant
Application to the MN DNR Federal Recreational Trail Program to Purchase a Snowmobile
for Grooming Ski Trails. Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman- Yes, Kess — Yes, Debeltz-
Yes, Omerza -Yes, Callen — Yes, Campbell-Yes, and Mayor Novak — Yes. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

Kess/Campbell moved to approve Resolution 2021-012 Resolution for the Regional Trailhead
Development Project. Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman- Yes, Kess — Yes, Debeltz-
Yes, Omerza -Yes, Callen — Yes, Campbell-Yes, and Mayor Novak — Yes. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

Campbell/Debeltz moved to approve the State of Minnesota General Obligation Bond
Financed Declaration for the Trailhead Development Project. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Kess/Omerza moved to approve the Ely Winter Festival Covid Plan. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

OPEN FORUM: None

15. ADJOURN
Mayor Novak adjourned the meeting at 6:08pm without objection.

Casey Velcheff
Deputy Clerk



