
Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers  

February 16, 2021  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular City Council Meeting on February 16, 2021 was called to order by Mayor Novak at 

5:30pm. 

 

2. PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess via Zoom, Debeltz, Omerza, Callen, Campbell, 

and Mayor Novak 

ABSENT: None 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the minutes from the February 2, 2021 Regular 

Council Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  

A. Addition 8.A Cemetery Committee  

B. Addition 8.A Housing & Redevelopment Authority 

C. Addition 10.B. Iron Range Mayors –Resolution #01-2021 No Need for “Prove It First” 

Legislation 

Additions A-C were added without objection.  

 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT  

Swearing in Ceremony for Police Officers David Wimmer and Joseph Olufson 

 

6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

Debeltz/Callen moved to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on 

tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None 

 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

A. Standing/Special   

Heritage Preservation Commission: Minutes included in the Council Packet 

 

Projects Committee  

Callen/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to 

apply for $500,000 from the IRRR regional trail grant program. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  
 

Callen/Omerza moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to 

apply to the FRTP program for $150,000 in assistance. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 

Airport Commission – Project status report 
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Cemetery Committee  

Debeltz/Campbell moved to task staff to bring the updated revisions of the Cemetery 

Rules and Regulations from Cemetery Committee to the next council meeting. Motion 

Carried Unanimously.  

 

Housing & Redevelopment Authority of Ely: Minutes included in Council Additions Packet  

 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. Clerk-Treasurer  

Water Service Freezing Memo 

Langowski explained that the weather conditions we are experiencing this year are conducive 

to freezing water lines due to low snow conditions.  You may want to take precautions to 

minimize the chance of your water line freezing between the city water main and your home 

if you have experienced water service freeze ups in the past.  If your line is not well protected 

by soil depth or insulation and is susceptible to freezing, you may want to run water to 

prevent a freeze up. The generally accepted practice is to run a stream of water from a faucet 

the size of a pencil lead. The chance of freeze up will be gone when the ice is off the local 

lakes in the spring. Langowski also reminded residents to watch your basement temps, we 

have had a couple water meters freeze and it costs the resident around $200 to replace them.  
 

B. Fire Chief: Not Present 

 

C. Library Director  

Library Director Heinrich talked about Library announcements which can be found on the 

Library website. 

 

D. Police Chief: Nothing to report at this time.  

 

E. City Attorney  

Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve the Quit Claim Deed regarding the East Spaulding 

Reversionary Interest for Richard C. Swenson for Lot 12, Block 2 in East Spaulding. 

Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

F. City Engineer 

 

10. COMMUNICATIONS:  Matter of Information 

A. Correspondence from Gerry Snyder regarding Pillow Rock 

B. Iron Range Mayors –Resolution #01-2021 No Need for “Prove It First” Legislation 

 

11. CLAIMS  FOR PAYMENT:  

Callen/Omerza moved to approve the City and EUC claims for February 16, 2021 for 

$122,359.92. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
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12. OLD BUSINESS:  

2021 Committee Seat Applications  

Planning & Zoning 

1 Seat Open: Term Expiring 1/31/2022 

 Keith Singery, Thomas Benson, Jeanette Palcher Applied 

Campbell/A.Forsman moved to appoint Jeanette Palcher to the Planning and Zoning 

Board with the term expiring 1/31/2022. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 

 

13. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve Resolution 2021-015 Resolution Authorizing City of 

Ely to Make Application to and Accept Funds from IRRRB FY21 Regional Trails 

Grant Program. Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman- Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, 

Omerza-Yes, Callen-Yes, Campbell – Yes, and Mayor Novak-Yes.  Motion Carried 

Unanimously. 

 

B. Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve Resolution 2021-016 Resolution Supporting the 

Grant Application to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for the Federal 

Recreation Trail Program Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman- Yes, Kess-Yes, 

Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Yes, Callen-Yes, Campbell – Yes, and Mayor Novak-Yes.  Motion 

Carried Unanimously. 

 

C. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve the Cody Perkins requesting a permit to sap maple 

trees within the City of Ely on the 200 and 300 block of East Conan St. Motion Carried 

Unanimously.  

 

14. OPEN FORUM: None 

 

15. ADJOURN      

Mayor Novak adjourned the meeting at 6:00pm without objection.  

 

Casey Velcheff 

Deputy Clerk 


