Regular Meeting Ely City Council — City Hall, Council Chambers
March 16, 2021 - 5:30 p.m.

. CALL TO ORDER

The regular City Council Meeting on March 16, 2021 was called to order by Mayor Novak at
5:30pm.

ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Callen, Campbell via
Zoom, and Mayor Novak

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A.Forsman/Callen moved to approve the minutes from the March 2, 2021 Regular Council
Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.

. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:

A. Addition 8.A Revised HPC Minutes/Motion March 2, 2021 and March 16, 2021 Minutes

B. Addition 13. E Contract for Construction Services Hidden Valley Mountain Bike Trails
Between the City of Ely, Minnesota and Pathfinder Trailbuilding

Additions A and B were added without objection.

MAYOR’S REPORT

. CONSENT AGENDA:

Omerza/Debeltz moved to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on
tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried Unanimously.

REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None

. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A. Standing/Special
Heritage Preservation Commission
Campbell/Callen moved to approve the recommendation from the HPC that the
Council approve the submission of two grant requests ($177,350 each) to replace the
Pioneer Mine Retaining Wall using the design developed by the McDonald and Mac
Architectural firm. Grants will be written to LCCMR (Due April 2) and the IRRR
Mineland Reclamation Fund. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Library Board
Omerza discussed the recommendation from the Library Board for the Council to discuss the

reopening plans for the library. Omerza indicated essentially this would be to let the Library
Board reopen the building when the plans are in place.

Mayor Novak indicated that it should be up to the Library Board and Staff in regards to the
Covid Plans.

Omerza stated we need to look at the emergency order for the City Buildings to open and
potentially update the emergency order to open city buildings. Omerza indicated that they
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are in the beginning stages of coming up with the plan to open, it will probably be a while yet
until it is open.

Kess indicated that the public is anxious to know a timeline for opening and we need to have
some clarity for the citizens.

Library Director Heinrich stated that this was discussed thoroughly at the last Library Board
Meeting. Heinrich indicated that the council needs to lift the Emergency order that is in
effect. The Library Staff will be bringing options for opening to the next Library Board
Meeting. The Library Board meeting is on April 7, the day after the 1st Council meeting in
April.

Mayor Novak asked to have an update on the opening timeline at the 2" meeting in April.
Note: The Emergency Order that was declared to temporary suspend library services was
from March 28 — April 10, 2020.

Ely Park and Recreation Board

Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Park and Recreation
Board to accept rentals requests/applications at the Rec Center/Semers/Whiteside Park
following the protocols set forth by MN Dept of Health and CDC. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Park and Recreation
Board to proceed to work with the developer on the parcel of land by the Trezona Trail
and Miners Lake for workforce housing.

Omerza stated that the Park and Recreation Board liked the developer’s ideas for
highlighting the Trezona Trail and retaining the majority of lake front property.

Kess indicated that it is nice that several committees are looking at this project.
Langowski stated that this is also on the Planning and Zoning agenda for tomorrow night,
there are a lot of moving pieces to this project

Kess stated this is an exciting project and that it would be a welcome addition to the
community.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

Projects Committee

Callen/Omerza moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to
support an application to the IRRR Development Infrastructure Program for utility
upgrades to expand infrastructure for future development at 2030 E Sheridan St.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

Airport Commission

Recommendation from the Airport Commission to authorize advertising the partial parallel
taxiway project and to open bids on April 15, 2021.

Langowski stated that this will be another project that will be 100% funded by the FAA with
grant funds without any city contribution. The local match would have been around $90,000.

RAMSs — Minutes are included in the Council Packet
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Omerza reminded the Council Members to get the Department Head Review Packets to the
City Attorney by Monday, March 22, 2021.

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:
A. Clerk-Treasurer

B. Fire Chief

Accept the leave of absence for one year from George Burger starting 3/1/2021 at that
time he could apply to the department again if there was an opening.

Mayor Novak asked why the council did not receive anything in the packet from Burger.
Mayor Novak stated that in his experience a leave of absence means that you hold the
seat open with anticipating with a specific return date.

Chief Erchull stated that the seat would not be held open.

Mayor Novak stated that it would be more of a resignation than a leave of absence.
Attorney Klun indicated that a leave of absence you would give a date of return and a
resignation would be no return and a rehire would be proper.

Chief Erchull indicated he would have a letter from Burger at the next council meeting.

. Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve Christian Deinhammer to be hired as a

Firefighter pending proper pre-employment requirements to start training ASAP.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

Omerza/A.Forsman moved to accept the resignation from John Zobitz as First
Assistant Chief, John will remain as a Firefighter, and allow us to post the position
to the membership ASAP for applicants. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Kess/Debeltz moved to accept the resignation from Chad Houde as Firefighter.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

C. Library Director
Library Director Heinrich talked about Library announcements which can be found on the
Library website.

D. Police Chief
Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve the hiring of summer interns/parking enforcement
officers Courtney Schurhammer and Daniel Merrill, both are VCC Law Enforcement
Students.
Chief Houde indicated that the two interns will work approximately the same hours as the
one used to.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

Chief Houde stated that they received the ID maker in last week, and he has made the Police
IDs and can do the city employees if they would like.

E. City Attorney
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F. City Engineer

10. COMMUNICATIONS: Matter of Information
A. Correspondence from the Ely Chamber of Commerce and the WolfTrack Classic Sled Dog
Race — Thanking for continued support.
B. Correspondence from the United States Department of Commerce — for the work on the US
Census.

11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:
A. Campbell/Callen moved to approve the City and EUC claims for March 16, 2021 for
$771,568.77. Motion Carried Unanimously.

12. OLD BUSINESS:
A. Omerza/A.Forsman moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the
Town of Morse and City of Ely with the addition of parcel 030-0360-00240 in 5.7. and
change 5.3 to Ely Boundaries without mutual agreement. Motion Carried Unanimously.

13. NEW BUSINESS:
A. Kess/Omerza moved to approve the 2021 Ely Utilities Rate Recommendations with a
7% electric rate increase and sewer and water rates staying the same. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

B. Kess/Debeltz moved to approve Resolution 2021-022 Resolution Authorizing to Execute
Minnesota Department of Transportation Grant Agreement for Airport Improvement
Excluding Land Acquisition. Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman- Yes, Kess-Yes,
Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Yes, Callen-Yes, Campbell — Yes, and Mayor Novak-Yes. Motion
Carried Unanimously.

C. Debeltz/Callen moved to approve the Residential Rehab Loan for Madalynne A. Reese
for 1139 E Washington St to insulate the attic, interior outside walls and basement
pending proper paperwork and fees and to direct Attorney Klun to work with the
applicant and proceed with loan processing. Motion Carried Unanimously.

D. Kess/Campbell moved to approve Resolution 2021-023 Resolution Appointing Election
Judges for the 2021 Special Primary Election. Roll Called: Council Member
A.Forsman- Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Yes, Callen-Yes, Campbell — Yes, and
Mayor Novak-Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.

E. Omerza/A.Forsman moved to approve the Contract for Construction Services for the
Hidden Valley Mountain Bike Trails Between the City of Ely, Minnesota and
Pathfinder Trailbuilding.

A.Forsman indicated that it is very exciting to see shovels hit the ground on this project. Dr.
Anderson has put in many hours and years into this project and should be proud to have this
project to come full circle.

Motion Carried Unanimously.
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14. OPEN FORUM
Mike Banovetz wished Angela Campbell a Happy 73" Birthday tomorrow.

Mark Harmon stated that he has come to Ely to begin a Professional Equity Summer Stock
Theater; professional actors would come in from different areas. He also intends to do a
documentary of the history of the Boundary Waters.

15. ADJOURN
Mayor Novak adjourned the meeting at 6:18pm without objection.

Casey Velcheff
Deputy Clerk



