Regular Meeting Ely City Council — City Hall, Council Chambers
June 1, 2021

. CALL TO ORDER

The regular City Council Meeting on June 1, 2021 was called to order by Acting Mayor A.Forsman at
5:30pm.

PRESENT: Council members Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Callen, Campbell, and Acting Mayor
A.Forsman
ABSENT: Mayor Novak

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Kess/Debeltz moved to approve the minutes from the May 18, 2021 Regular Council Meeting.
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor Novak Absent.

. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:

A. Additions 8.A. Employee Relations and Interview Subcommittee
The Addition was approved without objection.

MAYOR’S REPORT

. CONSENT AGENDA:

Callen/Omerza moved to approve to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions
on tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor Novak Absent.

REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None

. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A. Standing/Special
Cemetery Committee
Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve the recommendation from Cemetery Committee to
purchase an Anova Rally 6 foot Flat Bench, 2 Salsbury Stainless Steel Mailboxes for the
Kiosk. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor Novak Absent.

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from the Cemetery Committee to
purchase 2 signs for the entrance of the cemetery stating “The installation of ANY Markers
or Stones MUST be approved by the City, and lot corners marked by City of Ely employees
PRIOR to Installation of any such Markers or Stones.” Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor
Novak Absent.

Planning and Zoning Commission

Campbell/Kess moved to approve the recommendation from the Board of Adjustment to
rezone the 6.2 acres at1499 Miners Drive from (M) Light industrial to (RT) Residential
Transition to allow construction of a single family residence and to direct the City Attorney
to draft the ordinance for the rezone. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor Novak Absent.

Heritage Preservation Commission — Minutes included in the Council Packet

Ely Utilities Commission: Minutes included in the Council Packet
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Employee Relations /Interview Subcommittee

Omerza/Kess moved to approve the recommendation from Employee Relations and the
Interview Committee to recommend the Council offers the position of Custodial
Worker/Laborer to Cory Eaton pending physical and background check. Motion Carried 6-
0-1 with Mayor Novak Absent.

Omerza/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from Employee Relations and
Interview Committee to place Carlin Ryan on a hiring list for the same or similar position if
an opening is available for the period of one year. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor Novak
Absent.

Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Employee Relations and
Interview Committee to recommend the Council offers the Infrastructure Maintenance
Worker position to Destin Anderson pending a physical and background check. Motion
Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor Novak Absent.

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:
A. Clerk-Treasurer
i. Trailhead Update
Langowski indicated that the City received bids for the site work and the building at the
Trailhead. The site work bids came in on budget, but the building came in double over our
estimated bid. We have state bonding money for this project and Langowski indicated he
reached out to the state to see what our options are since our bid for the building came in so
high. Langowski stated he was hoping the state would allow us to go forward with the site work
by completing the parking lot and site work for the building, but that was not allowed. We have
now sent letters to Tina Smith and Amy Klobuchar asking for additional funding. We might
have to rebid the project at a different scope if we cannot find extra funds.

ii. The following items were recommended for approval at the regular EUC meeting on May 26,

2021.

1. Approved offering a payment plan and waiving late fees for a customer with a high water
bill.

2. Approved the purchase of granulated activated carbon from Aqua-Pure, Inc. for the WTP
for $13,000.00.

3. Approved payment of the EUC April bills for $520,804.04.

Kess/Debeltz moved to approve the EUC Consent Agenda items 1-3.

Kess asked when the activated carbon will be applied.

Langowski stated that the water tower is currently empty since we are painting the water tower,

so we are unable to add the carbon at this time. We need the water tower to be able to add the

carbon. We have not heard that there is still an issue with aesthetics of the water, but we will

add the carbon when we can do so.

Acting Mayor A.Forsman indicated that we have approximately 6 hydrants running across the

community running water to regulate the water pressure around town, if anyone sees a fire

hydrant that is running we are aware of it.

Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor Novak Absent.

B. Fire Chief
Fire Department Meeting Minutes
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E.

Fire Chief Marshall indicated that the last fire department meeting he went over his expectations
for the Ely Fire Department with the members. Marshall stated that the fire department has been
busy since the last meeting and went over the calls.

Acting Mayor A. Forsman stated that the expectations looked great and he fully supports them.

Library Director

Library Director Heinrich stated that the library is now reopened, they open limited hours, but the
Library Board is meeting tomorrow to discuss possibly changing the hours the library is open.
Heinrich also discussed the programing and announcements regarding the library which can be
found on the Library website.

Police Chief
Police Chief Houde indicated that the cross walk signs should be here in the next couple of weeks.
Keep an eye out for people and kids walking, town is getting busy.

City Attorney

Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve the note and mortgage for the Residential Rehab Loan for
Jennifer Laverdure at 336 E Chapman St to replace the roof and replace some windows for
$10,000.00. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor Novak Absent.

Campbell/Omerza moved to approve the note and mortgage for the Residential Rehab Loan
for Bryan Edlund at 925 E Harvey St to replace an old oil furnace with a new updated
propane and AC Unit for $6500.00. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor Novak Absent.

City Engineer

COMMUNICATIONS: None

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:
Kess/Callen moved to approve the City and EUC claims for June 1, 2021 for $245,957.34. Motion
Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor Novak Absent.

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:
A. ATV/UTV Routes within City Limits — Ordinance 310 Regulating the use of ATVs

Langowski stated that we have had some concerns regarding the new ATV routes within the
community. The ordinance was amended in 2016 when St. Louis County opened up county roads
to ATVs. The ordinance follows the County rules. Langowski indicated that Sheridan Street is not
an allowable road for ATVs since it is a State of MN highway. The ATV club marked routes
around town to get to points of interest including businesses, the new trailhead, etc without having
to go on Sheridan Street. These routes do not mean that is the only route that can be taken, but it
will help people that might not know the area.

A.Forsman indicated that he did not see that all city streets were allowed in the ordinance. Back in
2015 there was a committee that worked on this and Forsman indicated they could discuss this
again.

Kess/Omerza moved to reform the task force group to meet again to review the ordinance
and make recommendations to the council.
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Kess stated that there was a citizen that commented on West Harvey Street, where parking is tight.
Using ATVs on closed in busy streets, can become an issue. Kess indicated that he is grateful that
this group will take a look at these kinds of things.

Omerza asked if the ATVs drive on the road like a regular vehicle.

Langowski stated that yes they do, the concern came from a resident. Subd 2 and 3 in the
Ordinance discusses the permitted and prohibited areas for ATVs to drive. Langowski stated that
this would be good to bring back to the committee to review this.

Police Chief Houde stated that the current ordinance does not allow Off Highway Motorcycles.
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor Novak Absent.

Langowski will check and see who was on the committee in the past, A. Forsman and Callen with
participate from the Council.

B. Campbell/Omerza moved to approve the part time summer workers for the 2021 season:
Cemetery Workers: Jeannine Grotberg, Samuel Hunter, and David Klaesges
Public Works: Lane Anderson, Kellen Thomas, Taylor Gibney, and Jason Kerntz
Utilities: Ed Prijatel Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor Novak Absent.

C. Property 030-0021-00980 — Permission required for dumping of snow, soil, or debris
Langowski stated that this is a carryover from the James Street Project. The property owner was
upset that the contractor stored some supplies on the property, but it was possibly in the Right of
Way. We have not used this area for a while now for snow dumping, if we ever need to in the
future we will check with the property owner to make sure it is ok.

D. Omerza/Kess moved to accept the resignation of Mary Groeninger from the Tree Board and
to advertise for the committee member for the Tree Board. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Mayor
Novak Absent.

E. Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve the Resolution 2021-032 Resolution to accept the
Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund Established under the American Rescue Plan Act.
Langowski stated that this is in preparation of receiving the funds from the state; we are still
waiting to see what the procedures will be to receive the funds.

Roll Called: Council Member Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Yes, Callen-Yes, Campbell —
Yes, Acting Mayor A.Forsman- Yes, Mayor Novak-Absent. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with
Mayor Novak Absent.

F. Campbell/Kess moved to approve the 4™ of July parade route and have the police
department secure necessary permits. Invitation to the City Council, Ely Police Department,
and Ely Fire Department to participate in the 2021 4™ of July parade. Motion Carried 6-0-1
with Mayor Novak Absent.

14. OPEN FORUM

15. ADJOURN
Acting Mayor A.Forsman adjourned the meeting without objection at 6:08pm.

Casey Velcheff
Deputy Clerk



