Regular Meeting Ely City Council — City Hall, Council Chambers
July 20, 2021

. CALL TO ORDER

The regular City Council Meeting on July 6, 2021 was called to order by Mayor Novak at
5:30pm.

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Callen, Campbell, and Mayor
Novak
ABSENT: None

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Debeltz/Callen moved to approve minutes from the July 6, 2021 Regular Council Meeting.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:

A. Additions 8.A. Budget Committee

B. Additions 8.A. Housing and Redevelopment Authority

C. Additions 11. C Final Pay Estimate No. 2 for the Pocket Park Re-Bid Project to Hovland, Inc
for $27,148.05.

D. Addition 13.C. UPDATED Resolution 2021-036

E. Additions 13.D. Real Estate Letter of Intent from Mark Wilson to purchase Lot 7 on Sibley
Drive

Additions A-E were added without objection.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Novak stated that we have a lot of folks with the forest service and other agency’s in town
fighting the numerous fires around the area. Thanks to everyone who is fighting and keeping an
eye on these fires. There is a public meeting tomorrow, Wednesday July 21% at 6pm on the U.S.
Forest Service-Superior National Forest Facebook page. Aaron Kania from the Forest Service
will be giving an update at the end of the meeting.

. CONSENT AGENDA:

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda

B. Approve Joe Shusta to attend the MWOA 44™ Annual Conference July 27-30, 2021 in Grand
Rapids.

C. Approve Richard Posey to attend the MN Rural Water Association A/B Wastewater
Certification Exam Refresher Course on September 28-30, 2021 in St Cloud.

Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve the consent agenda items A-C. Motion Carried

Unanimously.

REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None

. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A. Standing/Special
Projects Committee
Callen/Omerza moved to approve the recommendation from the Projects Committee to
support Prospectors Loop and make application to the Regional Trail Grant Program
for the project. Motion Carried Unanimously.




Council Minutes July 20, 2021

Callen/Kess moved to approve the recommendation from the Projects Committee to
request additional funds from the IRRR Regional Trail Grant program to complete the
Hidden Valley Mountain Bike Trails.

A.Forsman stated that both projects are great to see happening in the Ely area. Thanks to the
city staff for working on these projects and getting the grants to be able to move forward on
these projects.

Motion Carried Unanimously

Cemetery Committee

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from the Cemetery
Committee that the maximum width for a grave headstone foundation would be 36
inches and for the headstone, footstone, base, or wedge on a single plot would be a 30
inches. For two or more plots the maximum width for the foundation would be 54
inches, the base would be 48 inches, and the footstone, headstone, or wedge would be 42
inches. The maximum height remains at 30 inches. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Debeltz/A.Forsman move to approve the recommendation from the Cemetery
Committee to eliminate the need for post footings for the placement of grave stones.
Langowski stated that this was an issue that came up with at least one of the monument
companies, the thought was on some of the larger monuments was to require post footings
that would be cylindrical with rebar in them. We found out from this monument company,
they have had to go back and repair a bunch of stones which have had these footings and it
was very difficult and expensive, just for the cost issue and also the additional cost upfront
for the family when they are purchasing a monument that is why this is being eliminated.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from the Cemetery Committee to
approve 2 cemetery entrance signs stating “The installation of ANY Markers or Stones
MUST be approved by the City, and lot corners marked by City of Ely employees PRIOR
to Installation of any such Markers or Stones. It is your responsibility as an Owner or
Installer to check with the City of Ely Clerk’s Office for any recent Updates and necessary
Approvals.”

A.Forsman stated that he’s presuming a lot of thought went into what the requirements would
be for this, but it is interesting to have all this verbiage on one sign, it would be difficult to
read as you are driving into the cemetery and he feels this could be shorter.

Kess and Omerza agree that this is too wordy.

Debeltz/Campbell withdrew the motion.

Kess/Omerza moved to send this motion back to the Cemetery committee to reexamine
the verbiage of the proposed sign. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from the Cemetery
Committee to accept the 96 Niche Columbarium bid from Laurentian Monument
Granite and Stone for $30,995. Funds for the Columbarium have been donated by the
Korpi Trust. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Budget Committee
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from the Budget Committee
to approve the budget calendar as presented. Motion Carried Unanimously.
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A.Forsman/Kess move to approve the recommendation from the Budget Committee to
approve the purchase of a tablet to be installed in the police squad truck for $2,122.16.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

A.Forsman/Campbell move to approve the recommendation from the Budget
Committee for Chief Houde to work out a rental agreement with Breitung Township to
provide a squad car in the event that another Ely squad is taken out of operation.

Chief Houde indicated that it is nice to be able to work with another community, and he is
working out a rental agreement with them.

Motion Carried Unanimously

A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from the Budget Committee
to deposit the funds received from the sale of surplus equipment totaling $37,247.86 for
future equipment replacement. Motion Carried Unanimously.

A.Forsman/Kess moved to approve the recommendation from the Budget Committee to
purchase of a hydraulic hammer and additional chisel bit from Zieglar totaling $25,362.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

Housing and Redevelopment Authority — Minutes included in the additions packet.

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:
A. Clerk-Treasurer

B. Fire Chief
Fire Department 2021 Q2 Summary —
Fire Chief Marshall gave an update on the recent calls of the fire department. Marshall also
stated that he met with the school with Kraus-Anderson, Building Official Whitney and Clerk
Langowski to discuss fire protection during construction. Marshall stated he has had daily
contact with the Type 11 forest service team working the area fires, they are staying at the
college and their communications stations is set up at the college. At the last fire department
training they practiced hooking up to a hydrant and laying hose and working together to
improve their timing.

C. Library Director
Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve the 3 library staff to attend the ARSL (Association
of Rural and Small Libraries) conference from October 20-23, 2021 in Sparks, Nevada
and to close the library for those days. Funds for the conference costs will be paid out of
a donation received. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Library Director Heinrich discussed the programing and announcements regarding the library
which can be found on the Library website.

D. Police Chief
2020 Incident Statistics
Chief Houde stated that he has been attending the forest service meetings at the college
regarding the fires around the area. It is good to stay informed and have a working
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relationship with the other agencies. Houde indicated that this weekend is the Blueberry Arts
Festival weekend; there will be lots of people in town, please drive carefully.

E. City Attorney

Omerza/Campbell moved to approve the Second Reading of Ordinance 345 2™
Series An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, Adding to the Ely City Code,
Chapter 20, Section 20.1.24, Entitled Zoning Map Amendment.

Attorney Klun indicated that we had a public hearing before the council meeting and
there was no comment regarding the rezone for this property.

Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman — Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-
Yes, Callen-Yes, Campbell — Yes, Mayor Novak- Yes. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

. Campbell/Debeltz moved to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 346 2™ Series

An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, Adding to the Ely City Code, Chapter
20, Section 20.2.34 Entitled Zoning Map Amendment.

Attorney Klun indicated that this is in regards to a previous motion made at a council
meeting to have a policy that new residential and commercial lots sold within the City of
Ely are hooked up to the electrical grid, whether it would be Lake County Power which
we have in the Beacon Hill area or the Ely Utilities. This is the start of this process, we
will have a series of ordinances come forward in the future, but this is an active area of
sale so that is why we are starting with this the Spaulding area.

Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman — Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-
Yes, Callen-Yes, Campbell — Yes, Mayor Novak- Yes. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

F. City Engineer

COMMUNICATIONS:
A. Ely Community Resources Quarter 2 Progress Report — Matter of Information

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:

A. City and EUC claims for July 20, 2021 — $15,434.54

B. Final Pay Estimate #1 for the Water Tower Project to Champion Tank Services for $79,800.
C. Final Pay Estimate No. 2 for the Pocket Park Re-Bid Project to Hovland, Inc for $27,148.05
Debeltz/Callen moved to approve the Claims for Payment A-C. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

Omerza/A.Forsman moved to accept the resignation from Tom Conaway from the
Library board and to post for the opening on the Library Board. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

A

Debeltz/Omerza moved to restart Tim Riley’s term on the Planning and Zoning
Commission since he has stepped down in his role of Planning and Zoning

Administrator. Motion Carried Unanimously.
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C. (Updated) A.Forsman/Campbell moved to approve Resolution 2021-036 A Resolution
Appointing Election Judges for the 2021 Special General Election. Roll Called: Council
Member A.Forsman — Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Yes, Callen-Yes, Campbell
— Yes, Mayor Novak- Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.

D. Campbell/Kess moved to accept the Real Estate Letter of Intent from Mark Wilson to
purchase Block 4, Lot 7 on Sibley Dr. and to have Attorney Klun move forward with a
purchase agreement. Motion Carried Unanimously.

OPEN FORUM

Aaron Kania the District Ranger from the Kawishiwi Ranger District spoke. Kania stated that it
has been a busy year going all the way back to March. We are currently in a historic draught
which has led to pretty extreme fire danger.

The Delta Lake fire which is at the end of the Fernberg Road started on July 4™ with a lightning
strike. The Delta Lake fire is in blow down timber and it is hard to get equipment into the area
and hard to access, it has grown to 65 acres. We have Type 3 and Type 2 teams here working on
the fire. Kania went through the objectives to contain the fire. Kania stated that currently there is
4 miles of hose around the Delta Lake Fire and it is currently 35% contained.

The Crooked Lake fires up in Canada are the most unknown right now. Kania stated that we are
paying a lot of attention to these fires. We have firefighters up there and we are doing daily
flights, currently it is still on the Canadian side.

We are doing daily detection flights with the storms we have had to see if any new fires have
started with lightning strikes.

We are not taking the closures and restrictions lightly. We are balancing keeping people safe
from the potential threat of these fires. The Canadian fires had a large amount of growth on
Saturday even without winds so we implemented more closures yesterday along the Echo Trail.
Kania discussed the current burning restrictions in place.

Kania also stated that there will be a bear issue since there is not much food for them out in the
woods with the draught. Be aware of how you are storing food in the woods, hanging food in
trees and store coolers in cars.

Kania stated that there will be a public meeting on Facebook live tomorrow Wednesday, July 21
at 6pm on the Forest Service-Superior National Forest Facebook Page.

Kania thanked the City of Ely team for working closely with the forest service through these
fires.

A.Forsman stated that we are grateful for having all the fire fighters in town and working on this.
Kess asked if they are staffing entry points to keep people out.

Kania stated that they are staffing the closed entry points. They have also sent people in ahead of
time via canoes to let people know about the closures. They also have a good network of people
helping to get people out if they came out of a different entry point and their car is not at the
entry point that they have come out of.

ADJOURN
Mayor Novak adjourned the meeting at 6:26pm without objection.

Casey Velcheff
Deputy Clerk



