
Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers  

August 17, 2021  

 

Oath of Office – Mayor Roger Skraba – Clerk Langowski administered the Oath of Office to 

Mayor Roger Skraba.  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Ely City Council was called to order by Mayor Skraba at 5:30pm in 

the Council Chambers.  

 

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Campbell, and Mayor Skraba 

ABSENT: Council Member Callen 

 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Campbell/A.Forsman moved to approve minutes from the August 3, 2021 Regular Council 

Meeting. Motion Carried 6-0-1-1 with Mayor Skraba abstaining and Council Member 

Callen Absent.  
 

3. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA: 

A. Addition 5.A. Updated Council Committee Representatives 

B. Addition 7.A. Bill Rom - Bronze Sculptures in Whiteside Park 

C. Addition 8.A. Projects Committee  

D. Addition 8.A. Park and Recreation Board  

E. Addition 8.A. Budget Committee  

F. Addition 8.A. Housing and Redevelopment Authority 

G. Addition 9.E.ii Mortgage Satisfaction for Brian and Karen Maverick for the Residential 

Rehab Loan recorded on March 4, 2019 as Document No. 01351005. 

Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve the Additions A-G. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Council 

Member Callen Absent.  

 

4. MAYOR’S REPORT  

Updated Council Committee Representatives  

A.Forsman/Omerza moved to approve Mayor Skraba to be put on the Projects Committee, 

Budget Committee and Community Joint Powers Board as the Council Representative. 

Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Council Member Callen Absent.   

 

5. CONSENT AGENDA:  

Omerza/Kess moved to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on 

tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Council Member Callen Absent.  

 

6. REQUESTS TO APPEAR: 

A. Bill and Holly Rom - Bronze Sculptures in Whiteside Park 

Bill Rom indicated that they would like to make a charitable donation to Ely of two bronze 

sculptures for Whiteside Park which will celebrate Ely’s canoeing history.  

Bill graduated from Ely Memorial High School in 1963, attended the University of Colorado 

followed by the University of Minnesota Medical School graduating in 1971.  He trained in 

pulmonary and environmental medicine and worked for over 30 years at Bellevue Hospital 

and New York University.  He grew up above the store at his parents’ Canoe Country 

Outfitters and worked as a wilderness canoe guide for 10 summers.  

Holly graduated from Mills College and earned a MFA at American University and works as 

a watercolor artist and teacher.  She worked as a docent at New York’s Metropolitan 

Museum of Art.  They have two daughters with Nicole serving as Executive Director of 
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Climate Gen-A Will Steger Legacy and Meredith a Wellness instructor. Bill stated that they 

spend their summers in Ely working on projects at their Burntside cabin and canoeing the 

many lakes in the Quetico and BWCA.  

One will be “The Voyageurs” will have a birch bark canoe (14’ life-size) with two French-

Canadian Voyageurs shooting rapids. The second one will be “Bill Mason- Patron Saint of 

Canoeing” will be one-fourth size (4’ canoe) Bill mason running a rapids. 

The City will contribute the cement base and Laurentian Monument Granite and Stone 

contracted by the Roms will provide Lake Superior Green Granite covering.  

Park and Recreation has reviewed this project and looked at locations in Whiteside Park for 

the sculptures.  

Rom stated that these sculptures will be dedicated to Ely wilderness canoe guides and Bill 

and Barb Rom who founded Canoe Country Outfitters.  The sculptures will be donated by 

Dt. William and Holly Rom.  

Omerza indicated that Park and Recreation Board walked around Whiteside Park to look at 

potential locations for the sculptures, but we want to make sure the public is aware.  

Mayor Skraba indicated that we should have a public hearing to make sure the public is 

involved.  

A.Forsman/Kess moved to have a Public Hearing on September 7
th

 at 5pm before the 

next council meeting. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Callen Absent.  

 

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

A. Standing/Special   

Library Board – Minutes included in the council packet  

 

Tree Board:  Minutes included in the council packet 

 

Donald G Gardner Humanities Trust  - Minutes included in the council packet 

 

Projects Committee 

A.Forsman/Omerza moved to approve the recommendation from the Projects 

Committee to prioritize the James/Pattison area between 8
th

 and 10
th

 as the street and 

infrastructure project for 2022. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Callen Absent. 

 

Debeltz/Kess moved to approve the recommendation from the Projects Committee to 

approve the request of an entrance from 15
th

 Avenue into Zup’s parking lot.  
A.Forsman asked where they are proposing the entrance on 15

th
 Avenue.  

Langowski stated that it will be where the old alignment used to be, where the existing road 

used to go into that location, you can see the existing entry on 15
th

 Avenue. It will be right in 

the corner of the lot, a couple parking stalls that would be deleted from that corner to make 

that entrance there.  

A.Forsman stated when you have an entrance to a 2 way street that close to the intersection 

as they are exiting he can see a potential traffic issue on Sheridan Street. A.Forsman stated he 

can see this as an entrance, but a right turn on to Sheridan Street could be a problem. 

Langowski stated that if you have traffic that stacks up there they will be stacked up into the 

parking lot. If traffic is coming east bound on Sheridan exiting 15
th

 going into the parking lot, 

obviously they have a free turn, but the traffic coming out of the parking lot wanting to make 

a left or right turn, the actual storage for the cars wanting to make the turn would be in their 

parking lot.  

Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Callen Absent. 
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Debeltz/Kess moved to approve the recommendation from the Projects Committee to 

accept the donation from Dr. Bill and Holly Rom of two bronze sculptures for 

Whiteside Park to be installed in 2022 and provide a location and footing for the 

installation in Whiteside Park. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Callen Absent. 

 

A.Forsman/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from the Projects 

Committee to allow a loading zone spot for Bloomers Flower Shop adjacent to their 

rear door on 5
th

 Avenue East. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Callen Absent.  

 

Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from the Projects 

Committee to approve the proposal totaling $14,715 from NTS concerning the tank 

removal at the Community Center. The work is 90% reimbursable by Petro Fund.  

Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Callen Absent. 
 

Park and Recreation Board 

Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve  the recommendation from Park and Recreation 

Board that the 2 bronze sculptures donated by Bill Rom to be placed one to the north of 

the Band Shell and one in the center of the green space. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 

Callen Absent.  

 

Budget Committee  

A.Forsman/Kess moved to approve the recommendation from the Budget Committee to 

approve the purchase of a Dell Power Edge Server for $8199.97 from Voltz 

Technologies. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Callen Absent.  

 

A.Forsman/Kess moved to approve the recommendation from the Budget Committee to 

approve the Police Department to switch from Velosum to Vcite Mobile Service.  

Houde explained that this is the parking ticket writing program.  The new service will save 

the city $580 per year and it is a more efficient with a QR code.  

Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Callen Absent.  

 

Housing & Redevelopment Authority - Minutes included in the council packet 

 

8. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. Clerk-Treasurer  

 

B. Fire Chief 

Chief Marshall and Council Member Callen are both working on the Greenwood Lake Fire. 

 

C. Library Director  

Library Director Heinrich discussed the programing and announcements regarding the library 

which can be found on the Library website. 

 

D. Police Chief 

Chief Houde stated that due to the increase of fire activity they are cancelling the Public 

Safety event that was scheduled for tomorrow. It will be rescheduled for September 

sometime. Chief Houde let everyone know that 3
rd

 Ave and West Harvey is now a 4 way 

stop.  



Council Minutes August 17, 2021 

 4 

 

 

E. City Attorney 

Kess/A.Forsman moved to approve the Second Reading of Ordinance 346 2
nd

 Series An 

Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, Adding to the Ely City Code, Chapter 20, 

Section 20.2.34 Entitled Zoning Map Amendment.  

Attorney Klun stated that a public hearing was held prior to the council meeting. Attorney 

Klun indicated that #6 was added to the ordinance.   

A.Forsman stated that during the public hearing different points were brought up.  The City’s 

electrical rates are set up so everyone is connected to the electrical grid; if properties are not 

connected it will put more of a burden on others.  Solar is great, but also connecting to the 

grid is good for the whole community.  We all pay taxes no matter if we use services or not, 

example we all pay for the school even though we might not have kids that are in school. 

Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman – Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Yes, 

Callen-Absent, Campbell – Yes, Mayor Skraba- Yes.   Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 

Callen Absent. 
 

Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve the Mortgage Satisfaction for Brian and Karen 

Maverick for the Residential Rehab Loan recorded on March 4, 2019 as Document No. 

01351005.  

Mayor Skraba stated that this is great to see that this has been a revolving fund for numerous 

years in Ely.  Other communities around the range have tried to do this, but it doesn’t seem to 

work. It’s great to see that Ely’s is still going from the original inception.  

Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Callen Absent. 
 

F. City Engineer  

 

9. COMMUNICATIONS:  Matter of Information 

A. Correspondence from the City of Prior Lake  

 

10. CLAIMS  FOR PAYMENT:  

A. City and EUC claims for August 17, 2021 – $788,014.36 

B. Partial Pay Estimate #4 for the 7
th

 Avenue/VA Clinic Site Improvements Project to Utility 

Systems of America for $15,570.63 

Debeltz/Kess moved to approve the Claims for Payment A-B. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 

Callen Absent.   
 

11. OLD BUSINESS:  

A. Committee Seat Applications 

Library Board 

1 Seat Open – Mid Term Expiring 1/31/2022 – New Applicants Resident or Non-Resident  

Todd Crego – Resident  

Omerza/A.Forsman moved to approve Todd Crego to be appointed to the Library 

Board for a mid-term expiring on 1/31/2022. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Callen Absent.   

 

12. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve the On Sale Liquor License for Double A 

Enterprises, LLC DBA Kwazy Wabbitt at 11 N Central Ave pending proper 

paperwork, insurance and fees. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Callen Absent.   
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B. Campbell/Kess moved to approve Resolution 2021-038 Resolution Authorizing City of 

Ely to Make Application to and Accept Funds from IRRRB FY22 Regional Trails 

Grant Program for the Prospectors Loop ATV Trail Construction. Roll Called: Council 

Member A.Forsman – Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Yes, Callen-Absent, 

Campbell – Yes, Mayor Skraba- Yes.   Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Callen Absent. 

 

C. Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve Resolution 2021-039 Resolution Authorizing City of 

Ely to Make Application to and Accept Funds from IRRRB FY22 Regional Trails 

Grant Program for the Hidden Valley Mountain Bike Trails. Roll Called: Council 

Member A.Forsman – Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Yes, Callen-Absent, 

Campbell – Yes, Mayor Skraba- Yes.   Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Callen Absent. 

 

13. OPEN FORUM: None 

 

14. ADJOURN      

Mayor Skraba adjourned the meeting at 6:12pm without objection.  

 

Casey Velcheff 

Deputy Clerk 


