
Public Hearing Minutes - City Hall, Council Chambers 

August 17, 2021  

 

Call To Order: 

Acting Mayor Called the Public Hearing to order at 5pm.  

 

PRESENT:  Council members Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Campbell and Acting Mayor A.Forsman 

ABSENT: Council Member Callen and Mayor Novak 

 

 

Purpose:  

Ely City Council will hold a public hearing regarding Ordinance No.  346, 2
nd

 Series to consider 

requiring all developed lots shall connect to the City electrical grid in the East Spaulding Plat.  

 

Andy Hill at 2111 Sibley Drive  

Hill indicated that he doesn’t understand the upside of passing this ordinance. Hill stated let’s 

start by looking at the world; Canada has banned the burning of coal, why did they do that? 

Because they have a single health provider, the government, and the government says burning 

coal increases spending billions of dollars on health issues that we don’t have to if we quit 

burning coal. Southern California and several other states have required new construction to have 

solar. There are many companies that are striving to become carbon neutral.  Now Ely wants to 

put up this red flag that we are putting up a roadblock in front of progress. Hill stated that several 

months ago when he was building his house he talked to Electrical Foreman Butch Gornik and 

he said no problem to hooking up to solar, Building Official Doug Whitney also said it was no 

problem, and City Mayor Chuck Novak stated it will bring positive press to Ely.  Hill stated that 

he asked Clerk Langowski and he tried to talk him out of it and to rework Hill’s numbers.  Hill 

stated that he respects Langowski, he reworked his numbers and he likes the $13 per month 

electric bills, and likes being independent. Why would you what to stop independence?  Hill 

stated that he paid the WAC and SAC fees for the property. Hill indicated that the city is just 

missing the $24 per month meter charge. Hill stated that he has over 100 guests per year that 

visits his house. Hill indicated that he gets a lot of positive press both locally and nationally, and 

that doesn’t come cheap.  Hill asks the council to not step backward and to please step forward. 

Hill brought a copy of the MN Fishing Regulations, the MN fishing regulations has in it why we 

should not eat Walleyes over a certain size, the mercury count, and the single biggest contributor 

to mercury is electric production.  

 

Bernie and Jeanette Palcher at 2131 Sibley Drive 

Bernie Palcher stated at the June 15, 2021 Council meeting the council tasked Attorney Klun to 

draft the ordinance to have property owners connect to the electrical grid.  On July 20, 2021 the 

council approved the 1
st
 reading of the ordinance, during the discussion Attorney Klun indicated 

that this was in regards to a previous motion made at a council meeting to have a policy that new 

residential and commercial lots sold within the City of Ely are hooked up to the electrical grid, 

whether it would be Lake County Power (which we have up on Beacon Hill) or Ely Utilities. As 

Mayor Novak pointed out it is important for all residents to support the power grid. Palcher 

stated that there have been advertisements in the local paper that encourages residents to abandon 

their city electrical hookups. The most reliable source of power for the city residents is the 
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community power grid, during the recent July storm the power outage was only for 3 hours. 

There may be alternative citizen installed sources of power to supplement energy needs but they 

have limitations and do not provide adequate energy without backup. That backup should be the 

Ely Power Grid in order to support the overall sustainability of the city’s investment. Electrical 

service provided by the Ely Utilities is 100% efficient, cost effective, convenient, sustainable, 

quiet, and a renewable energy source that is respectful to the neighbors.  

 

Andy Hill stated that grid tied electricity is only 30% efficient, the other 70% we are sucking in 

our lungs and putting in our lakes.  

 

Adjourn 

Acting Mayor A.Forsman adjourned the meeting at 5:12pm.  

 

Casey Velcheff 

Deputy Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 


