
Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers  
February 15, 2022 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The regular meeting of the Ely City Council was called to order by Mayor Skraba at 
5:30pm in the Council Chambers.  
 
PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Callen, and Mayor 
Skraba 
ABSENT: Council Member Campbell 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Debeltz/Callen moved to approve minutes from the February 1, 2022 Regular 
Council Meeting. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
A. Addition 8.A Projects Committee  
B. Addition 9.A Quotes for the Eagle Wolf Development Project for demolition at 303 E 

Sheridan St 
C. Addition 13.C Memorandum of Understanding between City of Ely and AFSCME 

Local Union #1490, Base Unit regarding adding the Equipment Operator Trainee 
Position 

Omerza/A.Forsman moved to approve the additions A-C. Motion Carried 6-0-1 
with Campbell Absent.  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  
Mayor Skraba indicated that Linda Fryer had passed away a couple of weeks ago; she 
was one of Ely’s strongest supporters.   Skraba indicated that he has had several 
people approach him trying to get some kind of memorial together for her, potentially in 
the park or one of the trails.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s 

agenda.  
B. Approve Staff to attend the MN Rural Water Conference in St Cloud on March 1-3, 

2022.  
C. Approve Council and Staff to attend the League of Minnesota Cities 2022 Safety and 

Loss Control Workshops.  
Debeltz/Kess moved to approve the consent agenda items A-C. Motion Carried 6-
0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Standing/Special  
Planning and Zoning Commission  
A.Forsman/Omerza moved to approve the Vacation Request for Haugen - Portion 
of Lockhart Street running directly adjacent to Lots 16-21 and Lots 71-73 and the 
16 foot wide portion running between Lockhart Street and Vermilion Street 
directly adjacent to Lot 70 and Lot 71 and Lots 77-81, Block 7, Chandler Addition 
to Ely and to have Attorney Klun proceed with the procedure for the Vacation.  
Langowski indicated that in 2019 the Haugen’s requested a vacation, but the complete 
vacation was not completed. Planning and Zoning has looked into this further and 
discussed it with the Haugen’s of what they originally requested. At the time the State 
had questions about the Right of way access to State land, it was decided they can 
access the land through the Wastewater plant.   There is a sketch in the agenda of what 
the Haugen’s own and what they are requesting to be vacated.  Langowski indicated 
that Haugen paid the original fees for the vacation, so the city will have to absorb some 
of these fees.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
Cemetery Committee  
Debeltz/Kess moved to approve the recommendation from the Cemetery 
Committee for the following Columbarium pricing: $750.00 for a Single Niche, 
$1,500.00 for a Double Niche, $75.00 Opening and Closing Costs by the City. Only 
One Cremains per Single Niche, and only two Cremains per Double Niche. Niche 
Door Engraving will be paid to Laurentian Monument by the family(s).  
Langowski indicated that the cost of the door engravings would be paid to Laurentian 
Monument by the family.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
Projects Committee  
Callen/Omerza moved to approve the recommendation from the projects 
committee to apply to the Donald G Gardner Humanities Trust for funding 
assistance on the two foundations needed for the bronze canoe sculptures for 
Whiteside Park. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
Callen/Omerza moved to approve the recommendation from the projects 
committee to submit the schools water line replacement and fire protection 
project for federal funding assistance, restoration may include sewer line 
replacement.  Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.   
 
Callen/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from the projects 
committee to pay the $5,512.09 invoice from Braun for the hazardous material 
assessment in the community center. 
Kess asked if the potential buyer has finalized or developed the concept yet.  
Langowski indicated that he is getting very close; we are working on scheduling a 
conference call before the next council meeting.  He has had some architectural plans 
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drawn up, and he is working through some details. One issue he is working through is 
parking.  
Kess asked if he has financing in place, ultimately we want to see this project be 
successful.  
Langowski indicated that he does have a plan; he is looking at both federal and state 
Historic tax credits. He has been working with the state preservation office but with that 
there are some deadlines and dates he needs to follow that will be coming up this 
summer.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
Kess asked about the Customs Dock that was discussed in the Projects minutes.  
Langowski indicated that this has been an ongoing discussion with customs on the 
customs dock for seaplanes, they have also proposed to put a hut down there for 
people to clear customs. We were on a good path where the City was going to provide 
electrical service to the hut and internet service and they were going to provide a new 
seaplane dock. The nice thing about the dock is it is not just used for seaplanes it is 
used by people who fish off of it, exercise their dog off of it, park a boat to go to Semer’s 
Beach, there are some benefits for the community with the dock than just customs. We 
were in agreement that they would pay for the dock, but they ran out of money with 
Covid expenses, so now they are asking if the City would pay for the dock. We are still 
working through this with them so this will come back to the council again.  
 
RAMS: Minutes included in the Council Agenda Packet  
 
A.Forsman partook in the Ambulance Joint Powers Board meeting today as the City of 
Ely Representative. They had discussion on the new ambulance facility; they were 
going to draft a resolution to bring to the cities involved by the next council meeting.  
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
Clerk-Treasurer 
Quotes for the Eagle Wolf Development Project for demolition at 303 E Sheridan St – 
Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation to accept the low bid 
from Kovall Construction for $158,400 pending approval of the commercial 
demolition grant by the IRRR.  
Langowski indicated that we received two quotes today one from Kovall for $158,400 
and one from Lenci Enterprises for $284,000.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
Fire Chief 
Chief Marshall discussed the recent calls for the fire department. Marshall also stated 
that the officers presented the specs of a ladder truck to the membership and the 
membership agreed to a mid-mount ladder truck, Marshall indicated that they hope to 
have a proposal in the next couple of months.   
 
 
 



Council Minutes February 15, 2022 

4 
 

Library Director 
Mayor Skraba discussed the current programming at the library in the absence of 
Library Director Heinrich.  
 
Police Chief 
2021 Incident Statistics - Assistant Chief Lorenz indicated that nothing jumped out in 
types of calls for 2021, there were 2347 total calls in 2020 and 2392 for 2021.  
Kess asked in the future if they could include a year or 2 back so the council can 
compare.  
 
City Attorney 
Omerza/Kess moved to approve the  2nd Reading - Ordinance 351 An Ordinance of 
the City of Ely, Minnesota, Adding to the Ely City Code, Chapter 20, Section 
20.1.26, Entitled Zoning Map Amendment (Rezone of 301, 303, and 305 W 
Sheridan St)   
Attorney Klun stated there was a public hearing prior to this meeting with no comments 
from the public.  
Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman – Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-
Yes, Callen-Yes, Campbell – Absent, Mayor Skraba- Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 
with Campbell Absent. 
 
 
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the Note and Mortgage for $17,500 for the 
Storefront Rehab Loan for Stony Ridge on Shagawa Lake for work at 60 W 
Lakeview Ave to put new flooring in the restaurant and to pay off the existing 
storefront note with the City of Ely. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent. 
 
Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve the Purchase Agreement between 
Zupancich Bros Inc and the City of Ely to purchase Lot 3, Block 1, Echo Property 
for $66,305.53.  
Attorney Klun indicated that this is contingent on the City receiving this property from 
the county, we have sent them the check for the property, we are just waiting for them 
to transfer it to the City. This is the lot next to Subway and Zups, they are going to use 
this as a parking lot. We anticipate within the next couple of weeks we will be able to put 
the ordinance together to sell this land to Zupancich Bros Inc.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  

 
City Engineer 

 
COMMUNICATIONS:   
A. CDBG and HOME Programs Requalification  

A.Forsman/Omerza moved to reaffirm our continued cooperation with the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and Home Investment 
Partnerships (HOME) programs administered by the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell 
Absent.  
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B.  Correspondence from St Louis County Fair – Matter of Information 
 

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
A. City and EUC claims for February 15, 2022 - $390,274.03 
B. Invoices #414750 for $44,670.00, #415126 for $3741.00, and #415116 for $3329.66 

from Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc for the Prospectors ATV Trails.  
Omerza/Kess moved to approve the Claims for Payment items A and B. Motion 
Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve Letter from Cody Perkins requesting a 

permit to tap maple trees within the City of Ely. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Campbell Absent.  
 

B. Kess/Omerza moved to approve Resolution 2022-005 Resolution Authorizing 
Application for the Rotary Club of Ely to Apply for Raffle Permit. Roll Called: 
Council Member A.Forsman – Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Yes, 
Callen-Yes, Campbell – Absent, Mayor Skraba- Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Campbell Absent. 
 

C. Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding 
between City of Ely and AFSCME Local Union #1490, Base Unit regarding 
adding the Equipment Operator Trainee Position. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Campbell Absent.  

 
OPEN FORUM: None  
 
ADJOURN: 
Omerza/Debeltz moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:21pm. Motion Carried 6-0-1 
with Campbell Absent.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk  


