Regular Meeting Ely City Council — City Hall, Council Chambers
March 15, 2022 —Minutes

CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Ely City Council was called to order by Mayor Skraba at 5:30pm in the
Council Chambers.

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Callen, Campbell, and Mayor
Skraba
ABSENT: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Debeltz/Callen moved to approve minutes from the March 1, 2022 Regular Council Meeting.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:

A. OMIT 8.A.b.i. Library Board: Recommendation from Library Board to close the library the
morning of Wednesday March 16" for the library staff to attend first aid/CPR training
provided by our regional safety group.

B. Addition 8.A. Projects Committee

C. Addition 9.E.i. 2"° Reading - Ordinance 352 An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota,
Amending Chapter 20, Section 20.2.41, of the Ely City Code Regarding the Sale of Lots in
the Plat of East Spaulding First Addition (Sibley Court)

Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve the Omissions and Additions A-C. Motion Carried

Unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT:
Mayor Skraba and Omerza attended the Legislative Action Days in St. Paul. Mayor Skraba also
attended the Duluth-St. Louis County Days in St. Paul.

Kess asked about the school water/sewer line project. Langowski stated that the existing water
line passes by the AFU building across 4™ Avenue, it goes in front of both school buildings and
hooks back in at 6™ Avenue and Harvey Street. The plan is to replace that waterline and bring in a
fire protection line to the back of the campus; this line would come up Pattison Street and 5™
Avenue. Langowski indicated that he will be meeting with the school next week regarding the costs
of the project, and potential sources of funding for the project. We want to make sure the
infrastructure on the school campus will support their buildings. The line that runs through the
school campus is their line, any improvements that are made to the line we will get an easement
written as part of it, and then it will be something we take on with the maintenance of the line. This
will be a project that will be going through the city to make improvements to the school campus, so
this will be coming to the budget meeting and will be discussed further.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Omerza/A.Forsman moved to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions
on tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried Unanimously.

REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Standing/Special
Heritage Preservation Commission: Minutes included in the Council Packet

Library Board
OMMITTED Recommendation from Library Board to close the library the morning of Wednesday
March 16™ for the library staff to attend first aid/CPR training provided by our regional safety group.

Omerza/Kess moved to approve the recommendation from Library Board to accept the
Library’s annual report for purposes of meeting the submission deadline with the
knowledge that Rachel will go through it as in normal year at next meeting. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

Airport Commission

Kess/Callen moved to approve the recommendation from the Airport Commission to
approve the new Airport CIP as presented.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

Kess/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from the Airport Commission to
trade in existing Toro mower along with $10,500 to JA Enterprises for the John Deer 72-inch
mower. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Kess/Omerza moved to approve the recommendation from the Airport Commission to
approve the yearly airport maintenance reports as presented. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Projects Committee

Campbell/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to
revise Ordinance 352 to include the revised pricing, delete the 1200 sq. ft. requirement,
and add the section requiring developed lots to stay connected to the electrical grid.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

Omerza/Callen moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to
agree to the installation of a sign at the Customs dock area, and the use of the ROAM
app for those wishing to clear customs and to proceed with the replacement of the
dock.

Kess indicated that he is opposed to spending $20,000 on the dock; he can see using that money
in other areas.

Mayor Skraba stated that the dock gets used a lot down there.

Langowski indicated that the next step is to get more details on the quotes and bring to budget
committee.

A.Forsman stated that by having customs as part of our community, this is something we need to
have, why it is part of the city’s responsibility rather than customs he’s not sure of that. There are
undescribed advantages to being a local customs place.

Kess stated he is opposed to the city paying for the dock, maybe it can be a cooperative with the
chamber or the townships.

Motion Carried Unanimously.
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Callen/Omerza moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to
advertise for quotes for the installation of the two foundations needed for the bronze
canoe sculptures for Whiteside Park. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Campbell/Kess moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to
approve the engagement letter to allow the cost analysis to be completed for the new
ambulance facility.

Kess stated this will be good then we will know the costs and figure out how it will be paid for.
Mayor Skraba indicated he believes the way senator Bakk set this up, is its time for us as a
community including the City of Ely, Town of Morse, Fall Lake, and the unorganized townships to
look at this as a levying district for the Ambulance and the ambulance building. What this means is
it would be levied across the board to everyone on your property taxes. Senator Bakk proposed to
get $1.6 Million for the Ambulance garage out of the $3.2 Million it is proposed to cost.

Motion Carried Unanimously

Debeltz/Callen moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to
proceed with a public hearing and the advertising for bids on the Pattison Street/9" Ave
E Project. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Kess/Campbell moved to schedule a public hearing for March 29, 2022 for the 2022
Infrastructure projects. Motion Carried Unanimously

Callen/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to
proceed with a public hearing and advertise for bids for the Spaulding Housing project.
Motion Carried Unanimously

Callen/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to
proceed with requesting funding assistance for the demolition of 1945 E Harvey St and
1815 E Chapman St.

A.Forsman asked if both property owners have requested help with funding.

Langowski indicated that both have requested help with funding the demolitions. Once the snow
melts we will get the hazardous material done, then we will start with the application process with
the IRRR.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

Housing & Redevelopment Authority of Ely: Minutes included in the council agenda packet

Range Association of Municipalities & Schools (RAMS): Minutes included in the council agenda
packet

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:

Clerk-Treasurer:

Langowski indicated that the majority of the freeze ups have diminished, but sometimes as it gets
nicer the frost gets deeper, so still do your due diligence and watch your water temps.
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Fire Chief

A.Forsman/Omerza moved to approve the City of Ely and Stony River Township Basic Fire
Protection Agreement 2022-2027 with the removal of “both full time and” in the second
paragraph of the Agreement. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Chief Marshall discussed the recent calls for the fire department.

Chief Marshall indicated that Assistant Chief Zobitz and himself went out to Bloomsburg,
Pennsylvania to look at a fire truck. They spent approximately 4 hours with the truck. At a meeting
with the Ely Fire Departments officers they unanimously approved the purchase of the truck. Chief
Marshall indicated that at meeting with the fire department members is this coming Thursday and
he expects approval from the department.

A.Forsman/Omerza moved to have a Special Council meeting on March 29" for the potential
approval of the fire apparatus. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Library Director

Library Director Heinrich discussed the current programming at the library which can be found on
the Library Website. Heinrich also indicated that they are only requiring masks for programing at
the library.

Police Chief
Chief Houde indicated that the estimated delivery for the new squad car is sometime between April
4 and May 16™.

City Attorney
Omerza/Kess moved to approve the 2" Reading — Ordinance 352 An Ordinance of the City

of Ely, Minnesota, Amending Chapter 20, Section 20.2.41, of the Ely City Code Regarding
the Sale of Lots in the Plat of East Spaulding First Addition (Sibley Court).

Attorney Klun stated that there were some changes in the ordinance including the pricing of the
lots, all developed lots shall connect to and remain connected to the City’s electrical grid,
generators shall not be used as a prime source of electrical energy for the developed properties
within the plat, and the minimum square footage is what is required under Residential zoning.
Kess stated that in a typical real estate transaction and offer would be made and it might go back
and forth with counter offers, but we do not do that. The prices in the ordinance are firm.

Mayor Skraba indicated that it is hard to change an ordinance, so it is difficult to change the prices.
We used prices comparable to recent sales for these pricing changes.

Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman - Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Yes, Callen-
Yes, Campbell —=Yes, Mayor Skraba- Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Omerza/Debeltz moved to add the Listing Contract Agreement Exclusive Right to Sell for
Keller Williams Classic Realty NW and Brokerage Disclosures to the March 29" Special
Council Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve the 2nd Reading of Ordinance 354 An Ordinance of the
City of Ely, Minnesota, Adding Chapter 20, Section 20.2.57 Sales of Land City Code of the
City of Ely (40 N Klondike Dr.)

Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman - Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Yes, Callen-
Yes, Campbell —=Yes, Mayor Skraba- Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.
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Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve the 2nd Reading of Ordinance 355 An Ordinance of the
City of Ely, Minnesota, Adding Chapter 20, Section 20.2.58 Sales of Land City Code of the
City of Ely. (Zup’s Parking Lot) Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman — Yes, Kess-Yes,

Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Yes, Callen-Yes, Campbell —Yes, Mayor Skraba- Yes. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

City Enqgineer:

COMMUNICATIONS: None

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:

A. City and EUC claims for March 15, 2022 - $441,129.88

B. Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc Invoice No. 421914 for $5175.00, Invoice No. 421921 for
$1530.00, and Invoice No. 422381for $8415.00 for the Prospector ATV Trail.

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the Claims for Payment items A and B.

Langowski indicated that the Prospector Bridge project was funded by 3 separate sources, IRRR,

FRTP Grant, and a dedicated ATV registration fund grant, but due to some delays on each specific

grant, we are watching the invoices and grant reimbursements very closely to make sure we don’t

go over on the project.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

A.Forsman/Campbell moved to approve the 2022 Ely Utilities Rate Recommendations to
increase the Water fixed fee rate by $0.50, the Sewer fixed fee rate by $1.00 and no change
to the current Electric rates.

A public hearing was held before the council meeting, with no comments from the public.

Motion Carried Unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:

Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve Resolution 2022-011 Resolution Authorizing Application
for Dorothy Molter Memorial Foundation to Apply for Raffle Permit. Roll Called: Council
Member A.Forsman — Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Yes, Callen-Yes, Campbell -Yes,
Mayor Skraba- Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Engagement Letter relating to the financing of a new ambulance facility through the City of Ely. —
Approved under the Projects Committee

OPEN FORUM: None

ADJOURN:
Campbell/lOmerza moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:32pm. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Casey Velcheff
Deputy Clerk



