
Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
June 21, 2022 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The regular meeting of the Ely City Council was called to order by Mayor Skraba at 5:30pm in the 
Council Chambers.  
PRESENT:  Council Members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Callen, Campbell, and Mayor Skraba 
ABSENT: Council Member Omerza 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Debeltz/Callen moved to approve minutes from the June 7, 2022 Regular Council Meeting and 
June 7, 2022 Public Hearing. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent.  
 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
A. Addition 8.A. Ambulance Board Update 
B. Additions 11.E Pay Estimate #2 for the 2021 Partial Parallel Taxiway Project to Ulland Brothers for 

$332,841.39.  
C. Addition 13.B Resolution 2022-019 Resolution Establishing an Absentee Ballot Board for the 2022 

Elections  
Kess/Callen moved to accept the Additions A-C. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent.  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
Infants Remembered in Silence (IRIS) Proclamation – October 15, 2022 
Linda Fryer Day Proclamation – June 23, 2022 – Mayor Skraba stated that on June 23, 2022 at 10am 
at Whiteside Park we will be dedicating 7th Avenue between Harvey and Sheridan as Linda Fryer 
Way in remembrance of all things Linda to promote Ely.  
Mayor Skraba stated that Mitska’s Market (Old Organic Roots) is having there grand opening and 
ribbon cutting on Wednesday at 1pm.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Callen/A.Forsman moved  to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on 
tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent.  
 
REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Standing/Special  
Projects Committee 
Callen/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to have 
planning & zoning review the request for the purchase of PID 030-0030-02340.  
Kess stated that the lot is 34’x107’ and is too small for a house, but could maybe be used for a 
garage. The motion is to just bring it to P&Z for review.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent.  
 
Callen/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to direct 
JPJ to develop plans and specifications for the installation of the Miner’s Memorial at the 
Pioneer Mine and the installation of foundations and sidewalk at the cemetery. Motion Carried 
6-0-1 with Omerza Absent.  
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Ely Utilities Commission  
A.Forsman/Callen moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve purchasing 
power poles from Bell Lumber and Pole Company for $30,896.00.  
A.Forsman stated that last year a pole was $3XX and today it is $8XX.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent.  
 
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the $4,762.16 
proposal from EATON for Beacon Hill wireless meter relay installation project. 
A.Forsman stated that this system will go on the power pole lights on Beacon Hill to be able to 
transmit the signals for the water meters in the Beacon Hill area. 
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent.  
 
A.Forsman/Callen moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the 
attendance at the MMUA Conference August 22-24 for Staff and EUC Commissioners. Motion 
Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent.  
 
A.Forsman/Callen moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the EUC May 
Bills for $477,763.85. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent.  
 
A.Forsman/Callen moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the partial 
payment estimate #3 to Rice Lake Construction Group for the WWTF Project for $526,870.00. 
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent.  
 
Housing & Redevelopment Authority (HRA): Minutes included in the Council Packet 
 
Ambulance Board Update:  
Kess stated that he attended the Ambulance Joint Powers meeting last week. The general discussion 
of the board was they found a building to fit their needs; it is considerable less money than waiting for 
money and then building a new facility. The general consensus at the meeting was that the principals, 
Ely, Fall Lake, and Town of Morse would share a 1/3 of the burden of purchasing and renovating the 
building. The estimated price of purchase and renovation is $600,000, so each party would take on a 
debt of $200,000. This proposal is only for the capital construction, the ongoing operations of the 
Ambulance would be covered by their revenues and by the per capita costs that we all chip in.  Kess 
is bringing forward for approval, commitment from the City of Ely to pay its share for the purchase and 
redevelopment of a building for the use of the Ambulance service, the building is located at 205 
Central Ave.  
Kess/A.Forsman moved for the city to pay its share of the proposal to purchase the building 
and redevelopment of the building for the use of the Ambulance service at 205 Central Ave.  
A.Forsman stated that it is great that they were looking for other alternatives, there was a focus on 
building new, but this is a good fit.  
Mayor Skraba indicated he had some discussion with the clerk of the Town of Morse about this, and 
Winton is also a part of this, but their share will be less. This building will need some rework, but there 
are a lot of advantages to this with the drive through garage.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent. 
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 
Clerk-Treasurer: 
Velcheff gave an update on the 4th of July Activities in Ely.   
 
Fire Chief:  
Chief Marshall discussed the recent calls for the fire department. The Fire Department and Police 
Department also received Thank You’s from the 2nd Graders that visited the Departments.  
Chief Marshall indicated that the new pumper truck is in Rochester and the Ariel Truck is delayed until 
August. The pumper truck does have some items that need some attention; Marshall has talked to 
the officers and to Clerk Langowski, about trying to get most of the things fixed by the manufactures 
representative where the truck is at right now rather than getting the truck up to Ely.  
Kess/Callen moved to authorize the fire department to continue forward with the maintenance 
items that need to be done with the new pumper truck. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza 
Absent. 
 
Library Director 
Library Director Heinrich discussed the current programing at the Library which can be found on the 
Library website.  
 
Police Chief: Assistant Chief Lorenz  
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the Letter of Resignation from Joe Olufson and send 
him a Thank You for his service. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent. 
 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to accept that Assistant Chief Mike Lorenz has completed his 6 
month probationary period. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent. 
 
City Attorney 
A.Forsman/Kess moved to approve the 2nd Reading Ordinance No. 357 2nd Series An 
Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota Amending Chapter 17, the Licensing of Short Term 
Rentals with the exception of 17.03 Subd. 5 Transfers to state that “All licenses issued under 
this chapter shall be valid only on the premises for which the license was issued and only for 
the person to whom the permit was issued, and may not be transferred to another location or 
person.” Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman – Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-
Absent, Callen-Yes, Campbell –Yes, Mayor Skraba- Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza 
Absent. 
 
Callen/Debeltz moved to revisit the rental ordinance in a year and to invite Planning and 
Zoning in on the Discussion. . Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent.  
 
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the 2nd Reading Ordinance No 359 2nd Series, An 
Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota Amending Chapter 11, Section 11.40 Regulating List of 
Permissible and Conditional Uses. Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman – Yes, Kess-Yes, 
Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Absent, Callen-Yes, Campbell –Yes, Mayor Skraba- Yes. Motion Carried 
6-0-1 with Omerza Absent. 
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A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the 2nd Reading Ordinance No. 358 2nd Series, An 
Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota Amending Chapter 20, Section 20.2 Sales of Land City 
Code of the City of Ely.  
Attorney Klun indicated that we had a public hearing earlier regarding the sale of land.  
A.Forsman stated that no one from the public spoke at the hearing.  Forsman stated that this is 
exciting that this hotel is being proposed at the Community Center, thie will be generating money for 
our community with jobs, and eventually taxes.  
Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman – Yes, Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Absent, 
Callen-Yes, Campbell –Abstain, Mayor Skraba- Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1-1 with Omerza 
Absent and Campbell Abstaining.  
 
Debeltz/Callen moved to approve the Note and Mortgage for the Residential Rehab Loan for 
Madalynne Reese and Kathy Quigley at 1139 E Washington St for a new propane furnace for 
$6000. 
Attorney Klun stated that they had originally asked for the loan to be $7380, but the invoice came in 
lower so are now asking for $6000. Klun indicated that they will update the documents before they 
come in and sign.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent. 
 
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the Note and Mortgage for the Residential Rehab Loan 
for John Bowe and Rosemary Shepherd at 246 N 5th Ave E to repair and replace the roof for 
$10,000. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent. 
 
City Engineer 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  Matter of information  
D. Thank you from the Ely Food Shelf 
E. Thank you from Ely Community Resource 
F. Correspondence from the Department of Administration  
G. Correspondence from the League of Minnesota Cities  
H. Correspondence from Ely Bloomenson Community Hospital.  

 
CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
Campbell/Debeltz moved to approve the City and EUC claims for June 21, 2022 for 
$400,367.29. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent. 
 
Debeltz/Callen moved to approve the Change order #1 for the 7th Avenue/VA Clinic Site 
Improvements project and Final Pay Estimate #5 for $57,681.47 to Utility Systems of America 
Inc. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent. 
 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the Ely Community Resources 3rd Quarter Payment for 
$5,125. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent. 
 
Callen/A.Forsman moved to approve the SEH Invoices for the Prospector ATV  Phase 2– 
Invoice Number 427006 for $6732.00 and Invoice Number 426907 for $440.00. Motion Carried 6-
0-1 with Omerza Absent. 
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Debeltz/Callen moved to approve the Pay Estimate #2 for the 2021 Partial Parallel Taxiway 
Project to Ulland Brothers for $332,841.39. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the Temporary Liquor Licenses for the Dorothy Molter 
Memorial Foundation on August 17 and 18, 2022 at the Dorothy Molter Museum for their 
“Cocktails at the Cabins” event and for September 23 and 24 at Whiteside Park for the Ely 
Marathon. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent. 
 
Campbell/A.Forsman moved to approve Resolution 2022-019 Resolution Establishing an 
Absentee Ballot Board for the 2022 Elections. Roll Called: Council Member A.Forsman – Yes, 
Kess-Yes, Debeltz-Yes, Omerza-Absent, Callen-Yes, Campbell –Yes, Mayor Skraba- Yes. 
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza Absent. 
 
OPEN FORUM: 
 
ADJOURN: 
Debeltz/Callen moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:31pm. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza 
Absent. 
 
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk 


