
Public Hearing  
June 21, 2022 5:00pm  
City Hall, Council Chambers 

 
Call To Order: 
Mayor Skraba called the public hearing to order at 5:00pm.  
 
Present: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Callen, Campbell and Mayor 
Skraba 
Absent: Council Member Omerza 
 
Purpose:  
Ely City Council will hold a public hearing regarding Ordinance 357 and 359 2nd Series 
regarding Short Term Rental licensing in the City of Ely. The City of Ely limits 35 Short 
Term Rentals in R-1, R-2, RT and SMU, we currently have 25 licensed Short Term 
Rentals. 
 
Mayor Skraba indicated the that total number of 35 short term rental is by resolution and 
we will have another resolution for the inspection checklist for rentals.  
 
Kess indicated that currently in the ordinance it states for the transfer of the license, if a 
property sells then the current owner/new owner would have 30 days to apply for the 
license.  
 
A.Forsman indicated that with this it needs to stay as a residential area not a 
commercial; we want to protect our residents in the residential areas.  Forsman 
indicated he would like to see this changed that the license no be transferred.  
 
Attorney Klun stated that before the ordinance said “All licenses issued under this 
chapter shall be valid only on the premises for which the license was issued and only for 
the person to whom the permit was issued, and may not be transferred to another 
location or person.” 
 
A.Forsman indicated that there is a use for Short Term Rentals, for example family 
homes where the relatives live somewhere else, but spends the summers or several 
weeks up here a year and wants to rent it out in the between times as a Short Term 
Rental.  
 
Kess stated that the question is still how do we do the transfers of Short Term Rentals? 
His concern is when someone sells there Short Term Rental how do we manage that 
situation? Right now as the ordinance states they have 30 days to transfer to a new 
owner.  
 
Campbell asked how other cities or St. Louis County does Short Term Rentals? Mayor 
Skraba stated that every city/county is going through this, there is not a model right now 
to follow, and everyone is trying to figure it out.  
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Building Official Whitney indicated that having a little bit of a grace period should be 
fine, what if someone is planning on purchasing to pursue a Short Term Rental, but by 
the time they close the Short Term Rental License is not available.  
 
Mayor Skraba indicated that people are having trouble finding long term housing in Ely. 
Discussion was had on if the property was in a trust or a LLC.  
 
Attorney Klun discussed how the Forest Service transfers land. For the Forest Service 
transfer of land it cannot transfer to another person or location. Klun indicated that it 
could be transferred if it was in a trust or LLC. If the direction that the council wants to 
go that it should just be the person then the original language was correct.  
 
Kess stated that to the person is better.  
 
Mayor Skraba asked if we would allow a waiting list or not.  
 
Attorney Klun stated that we don’t want to keep waiting lists.  
 
Building Official Whitney indicated that it will be first come first serve.  
 
A.Forsman indicated that we should leave it as the original language without the 
30days.  
 
Attorney Klun indicated that we will need direction at the council meeting when the 2nd 
reading comes up.  

 
 

Adjourn 
Mayor Skraba adjourned the public hearing at 5:29pm without objection.  
 
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


