
Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
September 20, 2022 – Minutes  
 
CALL TO ORDER:  
The regular meeting of the Ely City Council was called to order by Mayor Skraba at 5:32pm in the Council 
Chambers.  
PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Omerza, Callen, Campbell, and Mayor Skraba 
ABSENT: None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve the minutes from the September 6, 2022 Regular Council Meeting. 
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
A. Additions 9. A. ii. Surplus Equipment 
B. Additions 9. A. iii. Public Works Plow 
C. Additions 9. E. vii.  Purchase Agreement for Lot 2, Block 1, East Spaulding First Addition between the City 

of Ely and Mark T Hentzen and Audrey E. Hentzen. 
D. Additions 11. D. Partial Payment Estimate #2 for the 2022 Street Improvements/Spaulding Phase III project 

to Utility Systems of America, Inc for $303,208.80. 
E. Additions 11. E. INControl invoice #S-INV00012 for the WWTF Improvements Project for $61,738.50 
F. Additions 11. F. AE2S invoice 82607 for the WWTF Improvements Project for $41,595.58 
Kess/Callen moved to add the additions A-F. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
Mayor Skraba stated that next week RAMS is having a meeting on the fiscal disparity that he will be going to, 
Skraba stated he will take notes and bring it back to the council.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda.  
B. Approve allowing Council and Staff to attend the 2022 CGMC Fall Conference in Alexandria on 
November 17-18, 2022.  
Omerza/Campbell moved to approve the consent agenda items A and B. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Standing/Special  
Projects Committee 
Callen/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from the Projects Committee to pin the lot the 
city is selling to Daniel Krings, and to award the survey work to Bear Island Surveying for $975.00. 
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
A.Forsman asked if it would be the seller or buyer that would pay for the survey.  
Langowski indicated that he does not believe the lot was ever pinned so it would be a good time to do it. It 
would be up to the council as to who would pay.  Most of the time when we sell a lot the lot has already been 
pinned.  
A.Forsman asked if this is something we could split with him if the council is ok with it.  
Attorney Klun stated that we can amend the Purchase Agreement.  
A.Forsman/Kess moved to split the cost of the survey with Daniel Krings. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Airport Commission   
Kess/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from the Airport Commission to approve the 
proposal from TKDA for $2,700 to update and submit our industrial storm water permit. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
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Kess/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from Airport Commission to approve the quote 
of $6,422.50 from Laurel’s Workshop for reupholstering the terminal furniture and $3,079.86 from 
Serena’s Carpet for window shades.  
Omerza indicated that the last time the whole council was out at the Airport for a tour was when Gail Sheddy 
was on the Airport Commission. Omerza indicated that it is time that we tour the Airport to see all the new 
improvements that have been happening.  
Langowski stated we can have the council come out to the Airport once the furniture is completed.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.   
 
Housing & Redevelopment Authority: Minutes included in the Council Packet 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
Clerk-Treasurer 
West Shagawa Road Annexation:  
Langowski indicated that the Town of Morse has approved the annexation of 1884 and 1886 W Shagawa Rd, 
465-0260-00120 and 465-0260-00110 with the stipulation that the City of Ely provide four years of taxes to be 
retained by the township. The total lump sum of the taxes for the 4 years would be $606.36. The City of Ely will 
file for annexation of these properties and once completed we would make a lump sum payment to the Town of 
Morse.  
Omerza/Debeltz moved to approve the annexation of 1884 and 1886 W Shagawa Rd and payment of the 
lump sum for $606.36 for the property taxes. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
Attorney Klun discussed the process for annexation. First the owners of the property will need to petition in. 
The city will then agree to that petition and move forward with the Town of Morse. It will then go to the Board of 
Adjustment with the state for approval.  It should take approximately 3 months hopefully.  
 
Surplus Equipment: 
Langowski stated that we are requesting to sell the following surplus equipment by auction: Toro Wheel Hose 
Tractor with attachments – Mower, broom, snow blower that was from the airport, A Husqvarna Garden Tractor 
with mower deck from the cemetery, and a 2007 Chevrolet HD 2500 Diesel with boss snow plow from public 
works. Langowski indicated that there may be some other miscellaneous things we put on the auction also.  
Campbell/Kess moved to sell the above Surplus Equipment with Ely Auction Services. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
Public Works Plow:  
Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve purchasing an 8’ – 2” Boss Plow and installation from Trembath’s 
Machine and Welding for $9,225. Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
Fire Chief 
Chief Marshall discussed the recent calls for the fire department, and indicated that the fire department 
participated in truck night.  
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve hiring Jessie Cornwell as a probationary firefighter pending pre-
employment physical, drug test, and background check. Motion Carried Unanimously  
Chief Marshall indicated this would put the department to 33 members out of 35.  
 
Ariel Fire Truck Funding  
Chief Marshall indicated that the Ariel Fire Truck has been delivered to Fire USA in Rochester, it needs a few 
items replaced on the truck and to make it Elyized, he is asking for up to $30,000 be put into the truck.  
Kess/Omerza moved to put up to $30,000 into the Ariel Fire Truck to Elyize it. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
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Library Director 
Library Director Heinrich discussed the current programing at the Library which can be found on the Library 
website. October 7th is the 100th Anniversary of the Library 
 
Police Chief 
Chief Houde indicated that the marathon is this weekend and to be aware of road closures throughout town 
and on the outskirts of town along the Echo Trail and Winton. We will have Northland Alert giving text alerts for 
those that sign up via elymarathon to 888777. St Louis County Emergency Management will also be in town 
with their communications trailer.  
Chief Houde stated that next Wednesday, September 28th is Public Safety Night from 3-6pm in front of the Fire 
Department.  
New police officer Daniel Moore started last week and Ryan Mahoney will start next Monday, then the 
department will be at full staff again.  
 
City Attorney 
Campbell/Callen moved to approve the Note and Mortgage for the Residential Rehab Loan for Maria 
Theresa Archer and David Archer at 946 E Chapman St to replace the roof in the amount of $7,500.  
Attorney Klun indicated that they are approximately 10 years into a 20 year contract for deed.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the Note and Mortgage for the Residential Rehab Loan for 
Brittany Foster at 6 W Harvey St to replace the concrete steps which are sinking and pulling down on 
her roof and to replace some windows in the amount $9,000. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
A.Forsman/Campbell moved to approve the 1st Reading of Ordinance 360, 2nd Series An Ordinance of 
the City of Ely, Minnesota, Adding to the Ely City Code, Chapter 20, Section 20.1.28, Entitled Zoning 
Map Amendment, and to Schedule Public Hearing regarding Ordinance 360 for October 4, 2022 at 
5:00pm. Roll Called: A.Forsman – Yes, Kess – Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Omerza – Yes, Callen – Yes, 
Campbell – Yes and Mayor Skraba – Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the 1st Reading Ordinance 361, 2nd Series An Ordinance of the 
City of Ely, Minnesota, Adding Chapter 20, Section 20.2.60 Sales of Land City Code of the City of Ely, 
and to Schedule Public Hearing regarding Ordinance 361 for October 4, 2022 at 5:15pm. Roll Called: 
A.Forsman – Yes, Kess – Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Omerza – Yes, Callen – Yes, Campbell – Yes and Mayor 
Skraba – Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 
A.Forsman/Omerza moved to approve the Utility Easements North and South between the City of Ely 
and Independent School District No. 696. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Kess/Omerza moved to approve the Purchase Agreement for Lot 4, Block 1, East Spaulding First 
Addition between the City of Ely and Wild Haven Investments, LLC.  
A.Forsman asked if this is for an individual or a business.  Are they planning on building a single family home 
on the property?  
Langowski indicated that he can ask the realtor to see if they are building a residential home for their own use.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Debeltz/Omerza moved to approve the Purchase Agreement for Lot 2, Block 1, East Spaulding First 
Addition between the City of Ely and Mark T Hentzen and Audrey E. Hentzen. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
City Engineer:  
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COMMUNICATIONS:  Matter of Information 
Ely Bloomenson Community Hospital – The Pulse – EBCH Member Update- September 2022 
 
CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
A. City and EUC claims for September 20, 2022 - $643,825.58 
B. Ely Community Resource 4th Quarter Payment of $5125.  
C. Final Payment Estimate #7 for the 2020 Connector Taxiway to TNT Aggregates, LLC for $5,324.55 and to 

accept the Certificate of Final Completion.  
D. Partial Payment Estimate #2 for the 2022 Street Improvements/Spaulding Phase III project to Utility 

Systems of America, Inc. for $303,208.80.  
E. INControl invoice #S-INV00012 for the WWTF Improvements Project for $61,738.50 
F. AE2S invoice 82607 for the WWTF Improvements Project for $41,595.58 
Callen/Omerza moved to approve the claims for payment items A-F. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve Resolution 2022-026 Resolution Appointing Election Judges for 
the 2022 General Elections. Roll Called: A.Forsman – Yes, Kess – Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Omerza – Yes, 
Callen – Yes, Campbell – Yes and Mayor Skraba – Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 
A.Forsman/Kess moved to approve Resolution 2022-027 Resolution Authorizing Application for Ely 
Blue Line Club to Apply for Raffle Permit. Roll Called: A.Forsman – Yes, Kess – Yes, Debeltz – Yes, 
Omerza – Yes, Callen – Yes, Campbell – Yes and Mayor Skraba – Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously. 
 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the In kind services for the Northern Lights 5K Color Glow Run 
Race on Friday, September 23, 2022 and the Ely Marathon on Saturday, September 24, 2022. Motion 
Carried Unanimously.  
 
Kess/Debeltz moved to approve the request from the Tree Board to purchase Boulevard Trees for 
various locations around town from Ely Flower and Seed for $745.43. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
OPEN FORUM: None 
 
ADJOURN: 
Debeltz/Callen moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:21pm. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk 


