
Study Session Meeting – Council Chambers, Ely City Hall 
October 25, 2022 at 6:30pm  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Acting Mayor A.Forsman called the study session to order at 6:30pm in the Council 
Chambers  
PRESENT: Council Members Debeltz, Omerza, Callen, Campbell, Acting Mayor 
A.Forsman 
ABSENT: Council member Kess and Mayor Skraba 
Also Present: Cemetery Committee Members  Bill Erzar, Mike Banovetz, and Jeanie 
Zaverl 
 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS: None 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
A. Cemetery Monuments and Stone installation – Discussion with the Cemetery 

Committee  
 
Bill Erzar – Chair of Ely Cemetery Committee – 1232 E Heather St 
Erzar indicated that the reason for calling this meeting is the issues of proper installation 
of headstones and footstones. Some people and installers are putting in footstones 
without foundations. Erzar stated that he doesn’t believe the lots are being marked 
before the stones are being placed. Also some headstones are larger than what is 
allowed in the cemetery rules are being installed. These are all ongoing issues we have 
had with our installers. The Cemetery Rules have been posted in the kiosk, and signs 
have been placed at the beginning of the road going into the cemetery. It is 
disappointing when stones are not in alignment and exceeding size limitations. Erzar 
stated he is not sure what we can do, but has suggested at the last cemetery meeting 
that the city mark the lots and maybe the city contracts with a local concrete mason to 
install the foundation so they are put in properly.  
 
A.Forsman indicated that it is important that the lots get marked.  Forsman stated that 
usually the foundations are pre poured concrete foundations.  
 
Erzar indicated that they are usually pre poured concrete foundations, but a lot of the 
time they are not put in flush to the ground so it is easier for the grounds keepers.  Erzar 
indicated that he does not think the rules are that hard to understand, we now have 
drawings along with the brochure and rules that indicate how the foundations and 
stones are supposed to be placed and the sizing of the foundations/stones.  
 
Langowski indicated that the foundation under the footstones was added a couple years 
ago to help with the frost heaving. We could talk to forest concrete to make pads for the 
foundations. Langowski stated that the city workers locate and gets the spot ready for 
the cremains and full burials. Sometimes the stones are placed years later and 



sometimes people do not call to get the lot marked for the stone placement. Some of 
the pictures that are in the cemetery minutes have been there for a very long time.  The 
cemetery rules have changed overtime, at one point no upright headstones were 
allowed, but now they are allowed again. Langowski indicated that we need to figure out 
a way so placement is correct when the stones are placed. Langowski suggested 
working with Forest Concrete about pouring foundation pads and making those 
available to those coming to install footstones and markers.  
 
Mike Banovetz from the Cemetery Committee stated that preformed foundations are a 
good idea. Once the foundation is taken care of properly, everything else flows from 
there. In the end we just want a cemetery that looks good.   
 
Langowski indicated that we do not want to have to move any monuments.  
 
Banovetz indicated that Jeanie Zaverl and Dave Klaesges did a great job this summer. 
The rules signs look great and we are working on a book pedestal for in the kiosk to 
have all the names of the people buried in the Cemetery in it.  
 
Omerza indicated that we don’t always plan on a death and when it does happen the 
families look toward their funeral director and/or clergy for direction as to what needs to 
happen.  We need to make sure that these people have our cemetery rules also.  
Langowski indicated that we have sent out the rules to anyone we think might have 
something to do with a burial in the Ely Cemetery. We also have a QR Code in the 
Kiosk to direct people to our website for information. If we have standard sized 
foundations that will help, they will also be able to be put in easily.  
 
A.Forsman appreciates the work that went into the cemetery rules and regulations, a 
consistent foundation will help and then we can work out the details from there.  
 
Erzar indicated that we would only have 2 different sized foundations for a single plot 
and a double plot.   

 
ADJOURN 
Acting Mayor A.Forsman adjourned the meeting at 7:04pm without objection.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk  
 


