
AGENDA ADDITIONS 
September 19, 2023 at 5:30pm 

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Callen, Campbell, Bisbee, and 
Mayor Omerza 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

(4-14) Approve minutes from the September 5, 2023 Regular Council Meeting and August 
29, 2023 Study Session 

 
4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  

A. Addition 7.B Margaret Egan – Gardner Trust Grant Application and Award of Legacy 
Grant 

B. Additions 8.A. Heritage Preservation Commission Minutes September 5th 
C. Additions 8.A Budget Committee 
D. Additions 8.A. Park and Rec Board 
E. Additions 8.A. Lodging Tax Board  
F. Omit 9.E. Purchase Agreement for Lot 1, Block 1 in East Spaulding First Addition 

between Terry and Ellen Lowell and the City of Ely contingent on the buyers selling their 
property in Harrisville, Michigan.   

G. Addition 9.E. Subordination Agreement for the Storefront Loan Mortgage with The Ely 
Portage, LLC dated November 9, 2021 as Document No. 1429667.  

H. Addition 11.E. Invoice No: 89705 to AE2S for the Wastewater Treatment Project for 
$33,483.61 

I. Addition 13.K Consider the Quote from Schindler Elevator for a USP Blackbox Battery 
Backup Install for $2,381.00.  
 

 
5. MAYOR’S REPORT:  

 
 

6. CONSENT AGENDA:  
A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda.  

 
7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR: 

A. (15-16) Wendy Lindsay – Dogs in Ely Marathon (that finishes in Whiteside Park)  
B. (Additions A1)  Margaret Egan – Gardner Trust Grant Application and Award of Legacy 

Grant 
 
 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
A. Standing/Special   

a. (17 & Additions A2-A3) Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) 
i. Recommendation for that the HPC coordinate a grant application to the Gardner 

Humanities Trust for funding for a conservator to complete an assessment of the 
Workman paintings “Education” and “Industry” and to send a support letter from 
the council.  
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ii. Recommendation from HPC to have the co-chairs meet with City Attorney Klun for 
an understanding of the public realm as it relates to project work of the HPC.  

 
b. (18) Library Board 

 
c. (19-21) Planning & Zoning Commission -Board of Adjustment  

i. Matter of Information – Board of Adjustment approved a variance at 1906 Savoy 
Road requested by the land owner (to construct and 8-foot-tall, 100-feet long, 
fence along Savoy Rd to reduce noise, control dust from roadway and provide 
privacy) 
 

d. (22-23) Projects Committee 
 

e. (24-25) Ambulance Joint Powers Board 
i. Make the Joint Powers Ambulance Meeting on October 30, 2023 at 4pm at the 

Winton Community Center a Special Council Meeting so all Council Members can 
attend if they choose.  

 
f. (Additions A4-A34) Budget Committee  

i. Recommendation from Budget Committee to keep the donation budgeted amount 
of $7500 for the Senior Center in 2024.  

ii. Recommendation from Budget Committee to increase the 2024 Ambulance Joint 
Powers Budget to $20.20 per capita or $64,900 and the $9,000 for building 
operations for a total of $73,900.  

iii. Recommendation from Budget Committee to keep the Maximum 2024 City of Ely 
Budgeted Levy at 2.99% or lower after adding the additional ambulance funding. 

iv. Recommendation from Budget Committee to receipt the $48,815.95 petro fund 
cleanup reimbursement from the Community Center to the Capital Projects fund 
when received.  

v. Recommendation from Budget Committee to approve the purchase of the Sander 
from Mid-State Truck Service for $20,401.75.  

vi. Recommendation from Budget Committee to purchase the ArcGIS software from 
Prowest Associates for $7,954.63 using the one-time Public Safety money.    

vii. (Additions A6-A33) 2024 Proposed Budget 
viii. (Additions A34) Resolution 2023-022 Resolution Approving and Adopting 

Proposed Tax Levy Collectible in 2024 
 

g. (Additions A35-A36) Park and Rec Board  
i. Recommendation from Park and Rec to approve a wood fire oven at Semers 

beach near the open-air pavilion built by the Ely Folk School and available to the 
public.  

ii. Recommendation from Park and Rec to install dog friendly signs in unleashed dog 
areas, and waste disposal stations.  

iii. Recommendation from Park and Rec to approve a mural on the side of the 
building at Semers as a community project and for some supplies of paint and 
brushes for a “cool” mural.  

 

h. Lodging Tax Board – support for Local Organizations 
 



Council Agenda Additions September 19, 2023 

3 
 

 
i. Other Committee Meetings 

 
 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
A. Clerk-Treasurer 

 
B. Fire Chief  

 
C. Library Director 

 
D. Police Chief 

i. Dan Moores completed 1 year probation  
iv. Request permission to hire 2 part-time police officers, Troy Bissonette and Scott 

Kochendorfer pending background check, psychological evaluation and medical.  
v. Post for a Police Administrative Assistant Backup Position.  

 
E. City Attorney   

i. (26-49) 1st Reading Ordinance 372, 2nd Series An Ordinance of the City of Ely, 
Minnesota, Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 10 

ii. (50-51) 1st Reading Ordinance 373, 2nd Series An Ordinance of the City of Ely, 
Minnesota, Deleting From the Ely City Code, Chapter 6, Section 6.32, Entitled 
Kennels.  

iii. (52-54) 1st Reading Ordinance 374, 2nd Series An Ordinance of the City of Ely, 
Minnesota, Adding to the Ely City Code, Chapter 5, Section 5.01, Alcoholic Beverages 
Licensing and Regulation 

iv. Omitted (55-74) Purchase Agreement for Lot 1, Block 1 in East Spaulding First 
Addition between Terry and Ellen Lowell and the City of Ely contingent on the buyers 
selling their property in Harrisville, Michigan.   

v. (Additions A37-A39) Subordination Agreement for the Storefront Loan Mortgage with 
The Ely Portage, LLC dated November 9, 2021 as Document No. 1429667. 
 

F. City Engineer 
 
 

10. COMMUNICATIONS:   
A. (75)Ely Bloomenson Community Hospital The Pulse Member Update September 2023 

 
 
11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 

A. (76-87) City and EUC Claims for September 19th, 2023 for $234,991.89.  
B. (88-90) Pay Estimate #1 for the Ninth Avenue East Project to Low Impact Excavators for 

$234,269.37.  
C. (91-96) Pay Estimate #2 for the East End Development Project to Low Impact Excavators 

for $158,258.81.  
D. (97) Ely Community Resource fourth quarter payment of $5,125.  
E. (Additions A40-A42) Invoice No: 89705 to AE2S for the Wastewater Treatment Project for 

$33,483.61 
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12. OLD BUSINESS: 

A. (98-99) Committee Seat Application 
Police Commission 
1 Seat Open – Mid-Term Expiring 1/31/2024 - New Applicants: Resident or Non-Resident 
  Lawrence Reedy - Resident 
 

 
13. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. (100-103) In kind services for the Northern Lights 5K Color Glow Run Race on Friday, 
September 22, 2023 and the Ely Marathon on Saturday, September 23, 2023   
 

B. Consider allowing dogs in Whiteside Park during the Ely Marathon on Saturday, 
September 23, 2023  

 
C. (104) Resolution 2023-019 Resolution Authorizing Application for Ely Blue Line Club to 

Apply for Raffle Permit.  
 

D. (105-113) Resolution 2023-020 Resolution Authorizing to Execute Minnesota Department 
of Transportation Grant Agreement for Airport Improvement Excluding Land Acquisition  

 
E. (114-120) Bids for the Trailhead Site Rebid project were received on September 14, 2023 

the low bidder was Mesabi Bituminous at $549,413.00 
 

F. Residential Rehab Loan for Michael Dusich Jr and Alyce Dusich at 129 S 16th Ave E for 
up to $10,000 for a new funace pending proper paperwork, fees and to direct Attorney 
Klun to work with the applicant and proceed with loan application.  

 
G. (121) Commercial Rehab Loan for Surrey Trail, LLC – Abby Dare – at 15 E Sheridan St 

for $17,500 for a new heating system pending proper paperwork, fees and to direct 
Attorney Klun to work with the applicant and proceed with loan application.  

 
H. (122) Resolution 2023-021 Resolution Authorizing City of Ely to Make Application to and 

Accept Funds From FY23 Development Infrastructure Grant Program 
 

I. (123) Ely Student Council at Ely Memorial High School would like to request permission 
for a homecoming parade for Friday, September 29th from 1-2pm.  

 
J. Approve Mayor Heidi Omerza and Clerk Harold Langowski as signers on the City of Ely’s 

bank accounts at Highland Bank and Frandsen Bank and Trust.  
 

K. (Additions A43-A46) Consider the Quote from Schindler Elevator for a USP Blackbox 
Battery Backup Install for $2,381.00.  

 
 
14. OPEN FORUM: 
 
 
15. ADJOURN: 
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