
AGENDA 
April 16, 2024 at 5:30pm 

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Callen, Campbell, Bisbee, and
Mayor Omerza

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
(4-8) Approve minutes from the April 2, 2024 Regular Council Meeting

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:

5. MAYOR’S REPORT:

6. CONSENT AGENDA:
A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda.
B. Schedule Special Council Meeting for April 23, 2024 at 5pm in City Hall Council

Chambers to Finalize the MN Housing Finance - Workforce Housing Application and
Certification

7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
A. Standing/Special

a. (9-10) Tree Board

b. (11-12) Telecommunications Advisory Board (TAB)
i. Recommendation from TAB to approve the quote #4672 and #4673 for cabling

and routers required for HD conversion totaling $1,168.92 from Custom
Theaters.

ii. (12) Recommendation from TAB to approve Ely Area Television$150.00 for the
additional filming in March.

c. (13-19) Employee Relations (ER)
i. Recommendation from Employee Relations to direct an MOU to be drafted to

clarify step up pay language in the current agreement with AFSCME.
ii. Recommendation from Employee Relations to allow the use of FMLA and

direct staff to draft a policy of its use as has been past practice and recognizes
that the City currently falls below the employee count of fifty, required to
provide FMLA.
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iii. Recommendation from Employee Relations to remove Jay Poshak from the Ely 
Fire Department due to his attendance not meeting the minimum standards of 
the department over the previous three years.  

iv. (15-19) Recommendation from Employee Relations to approve the Job 
Description for the Public Work Foreman and to post the position following 
approval of the description by AFSCME Local 1490.  

 
d. (20) Heritage Preservation Commission  

 
e. (21-22) Library Board 

 
f. (23-25) Cemetery Committee 

i. (25) Recommendation from Cemetery Committee to go with the partial project 
hitch with Northern Bedrock Historic Preservation Corps in June and have 
them work on the entrance gate columns for $9000. 

 
g. (26-27) Projects Committee 

i. Recommendation from Projects Committee to allow for a two-year extension to 
build for 2221 Sibley Drive.  

ii. Recommendation from Projects Committee to proceed with the replacement of 
the decorative lighting on Sheridan Street from 8th to 17th.  

iii. Recommendation from Projects Committee to sponsor the funding application 
to DEED for the cleanup of the property near the depot. 

iv. Recommendation from Projects Committee to direct JPJ Engineering to revise 
the final pay estimate for the 2022 Street Projects to include the $7,360 for 
additional work completed by Mesabi Bituminous.  

 
h. (28-30) Range Association of Municipalities and Schools 

 
i. (31-33) Housing & Redevelopment Authority of Ely  
 
j. Other Committee Meetings 

 
 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
A. Clerk-Treasurer 

 
B. Fire Chief  

 
C. Library Director 

 
D. Police Chief 
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E. City Attorney   
i. (34-42) 2nd Reading Ordinance 376 2nd Series – An Ordinance of the City of Ely, 

Minnesota, Revising the Ely City Code Chapter 11, Section 4 Conditional Uses  
ii. (43-66) Resolution 2024-016 and Order of the City of Ely – A Resolution and Order of 

the City of Ely, Minnesota, Declaring the Real Property at 45 E Boundary Street Blight 
Pursuant to the Ely City Code 

 
F. City Engineer 

 
 
10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. (67-68) Communication and press release from the Arbor Day Foundation congratulating 
Ely on earning recognition as a 2023 Tree City USA.  

B. (69) Communications from Ely Bloomenson Community Hospital March 2024 Member 
Update – The Pulse.  

C. (70-77) Ely Community Resource, Inc – Quarter 1 Progress Report  
 
 

11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
A. (78-94) City and EUC Claims for April 16, 2024 for $506,682.85 
 
 

12. OLD BUSINESS: 
 

 
13. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. (95) Resolution 2024-015 Resolution of the City of Ely to apply to the Minnesota Public 
Facilities Authority for the Burntside Waterline  

B. (96-98) Resolution 2024-017 Resolution by the City of Ely, Committing Property and City 
Resources for the Construction of Workforce Housing  

C. (99-109) DRAFT - Workforce Housing Development Program – 2024 Application and 
Certification 

D. (110-111) 2024-2026 Golf Course Ground Lease between the City of Ely and the Ely Golf 
Club Corporation  

E. (112) Resolution 2024-018 Resolution Governing Write in Voting Counting 
F. (113) Amendment to the Listing Contract with Keller Williams Classic Realty – Duluth, 

Jim Burke for the listing of Lots 9, 10, 11 in East Spaulding Addition until April 25, 2025.  
 
 
14. OPEN FORUM: 
 
 
15. ADJOURN: 
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