
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS 

December 17, 2024 at 5:30pm 
Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 
2. ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Kess, Debeltz, Callen, Campbell, Bisbee, and 

Mayor Omerza 
 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

A. (4-14) Approve minutes from the December 3, 2024 Public Hearing (Ordinances 381 & 
383), December 3, 2024 Public Hearing (Ordinance 378), December 3, 2024 Regular 
Council Meeting, and December 3, 2024 Truth in Taxation Public Hearing 

 
 

4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
A. Additions 8.A.f.i. Park and Recreation Board 
B. Additions 9.E.ii. Updated Ordinance 383 adding Temporary Cannabis Events as an 

Interim Use Permit in Permissible Uses Chart 
C. Additions 11.F Invoice #99304 to AE2S for the WWTF Improvements Project for 159.00 

and Invoice #99306 to AE2S for General Consulting Services for $4440.00. 
D. Additions 13.H Resolution 2024-048 Resolution Authorizing Application for Ely Arts and 

Heritage Center to Apply for Raffle Permit 
 
 
5. MAYOR’S REPORT:  
 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

A. Motion to waive readings in entirely of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda.  
B. Approve Council and newly Elected Council members to attend the 2025 Elected 

Leaders Institute Foundation Program or the 2024 Elected Leaders Institute Advanced 
Program through the League of Minnesota Cities 

 
 
7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR: 
 
 
8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

A. Standing/Special   
a. (15-17) Ely Utilities Commission (EUC) 

i. Recommendation from EUC to purchase a High Lift VFD for the Water Treatment 
Plant from Revolt Electrical Services for $18,750.00 

ii. Recommendation from EUC to purchase of a breaker panel for the Water 
Treatment Plant from Revolt Electrical Services for $36,100 plus shipping.  

iii. Recommendation from EUC to move forward with the $14,191 AquaPower Bid for 
the aerator clean out at the Wastewater Treatment Plant in the Spring of 2025.  
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iv. Recommendation from the EUC to approve the $72,549 transformer quote from 
T&R Electric.  

v. Recommendation from EUC to move forward with approving the solar application 
for 9 E Chapman St pending engineer review approval.  

vi. Recommendation from EUC to approve $14,690 payment to Fergus Power Pump 
for the biosolids press rental.  

vii. Recommendation from EUC to approve $500 payment to Mick Shusta for October 
A Operator Services at the WTP and WWTP.  
 

b. (18-19) Library Board 
 

c. (20-43) Projects Committee 
i. Recommendation from Projects Committee to submit a nomination from the City of 

Ely to ARDC for consideration for funding of a phase 1 and phase 2 environmental 
review at the Old City Garage.  

ii. (22-40) Recommendation from Projects Committee to proceed with the ZEF 
Energy proposal for the DC charging hub at the Trailhead.  

iii. (41-43) Recommendation from Projects Committee to approve the proposal from 
Ely Custom Theaters for the surveillance, security and access control for the 
Trailhead facility.  
 

d. (44-50) Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) 
i. Recommendation from HPC to reserve the $1500 received in donations in 2024 

for use in 2025 for the workman paintings.  
ii. (46-50) Recommendation from HPC to enter into an agreement with the MN 

Digital Library to add on-line digital access for oral histories projects including the 
recently completed graduates’ oral histories video.  
 

e. (51-52) Housing & Redevelopment Authority (HRA) 
 

f. (Additions A1-A3) Park & Recreation Board  
i. Recommendation from Park and Recreation to have the park and rec board be part 

of the process for the Trailhead Grand Opening.  
 

g. Other Committee Meetings 
 
 
9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. Clerk-Treasurer 
i. Interview/Scoring Committee for the Hiring of an Equipment Operator 

 
B. Fire Chief  

(53-58) Fire Department Minutes and 2024 4th Quarter Report  

 

C. Library Director 
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D. Police Chief 
 

E. City Attorney   
i. (59-76) 2nd Reading Ordinance No. 381 An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, 

Adding to the Ely City Code, Chapter 6, Section 6.41, Entitled Regulating Cannabis 
Business 

ii. (Additions A4-A6) (77-79) 2nd  Reading Ordinance No. 383 An Ordinance of the City 
of Ely, Minnesota, Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 11, Section 11.50, Entitled 
Regulation Cannabis Business (Additions Updated Ordinance adding Temporary 
Cannabis Events as an Interim Use Permit in Permissible Uses Chart)  

iii. (80) 1st Reading Ordinance No 384 An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, 
Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 6, Section 6.41, Entitled Pubic Use of 
Cannabinoid Products 
 

F. City Engineer 
 
 

10. COMMUNICATIONS: 
A. (81-82) RAMS 2025 Draft Legislative Priorities 
B. (83) Correspondence from League of Minnesota Cities Regional Safety Group Training 

Cost Increase for 2025 
C. (84-86) Correspondence from TKDA regarding the ELO Airport Master Plan Airport 

Activity Forecast Summary  
D. (87-88) Correspondence from Watercraft Inspection Program – Ely Area 2024 Season 

Update 
E. (89) Correspondence from Patti Banks at Ely Bloomenson Community Hospital regarding 

the NE Regional EMS Taskforce 
F. (90) Correspondence from the St Louis County Fair 
G. (91) Correspondence from Happy Days Learning Center 

  
 

11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
A. (92-103) City and EUC Claims for December 17, 2024 for $401,993.81 
B. (104-118) East End Development Project – Change Order #1 which increases the 

contract amount by $23,995.27, Pay Estimate #5 to Low Impact Excavators Inc for 
$99,644.86, and Final Pay Estimate #6 to Low Impact Excavators for $32,071.34.  

C. (119-121) Pay Application #6 for the Ely Regional Trailhead Building for $192,227.91 to 
Max Gray Construction Inc  

D. (122-124) Greater Minnesota Parks & Trails 2025 Membership Dues for $175.00 
E. (125) Invoice #1572 for the Depot Project for $53,428.80 to Low Impact Excavators, Inc 
F. (Additions A7-A10) Invoice #99304 to AE2S for the WWTF Improvements Project for 

159.00 and Invoice #99306 to AE2S for General Consulting Services for $4440.00. 
 
 

12. OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 



Council Agenda Additions December 17, 2024 

 

4 
 

13. NEW BUSINESS:   
A. (126) Resolution 2024-046 Resolution Supporting Grant Application to the MN DNR 

Grant-In-Aid Snowmobile Trail Assistance Program for Maintenance and Grooming 
 

B. (127-166) Resolution 2024-047 Resolution Approving the City of Ely Budget for the Fiscal 
Year 2025 

 
C. (167) Resolution 2024-048 Resolution Approving and Adopting Final Tax Levy Collectible 

in 2025 
 

D. Advertise for Open Committee Seats that the term limits will be expiring or coming due in 
January 31, 2025.  

 
E. (168) Accept the resignation of Morgan Sauls from the Park & Recreation Board.  

 
F. (169-179) Approve Walker, Giroux & Hahne Understanding of Services that they will 

provide to the City of Ely for the year ending December 31, 2024. 
 

G. (180-181) Letter of Support for RAMS Board Resolution #24-01 
 

H. (Additions A11) Resolution 2024-048 Resolution Authorizing Application for Ely Arts and 
Heritage Center to Apply for Raffle Permit 

 
 
14. OPEN FORUM: 

 
 

15. ADJOURN: 



A001



A002



A003



A004



A005



A006



A007



A008



A009



A010



A011




