
AGENDA ADDITIONS  
January 7, 2025 at 5:30pm 

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
Oath of Offices:  
 Mayor Heidi Omerza 
 Council Members Jerome Debeltz, Emily Roose, and John Lahtonen 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 
2. ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, 

and Mayor Omerza 
 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
(3-9) Approve minutes from the December 17, 2024 Regular Council Meeting  

 
 
4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  

A. Additions 8.A Park and Recreation Board  
B. Additions 13.C. Edible Compliance Checks – Schedule hearing, 3-day suspension and 

fines 
 

 
5. MAYOR’S REPORT:  

(10) Council Committee Representatives  
 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda.  
B. Call for sealed bids for the 2025 legal newspaper 

 
 
7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR: 

 
 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
A. Standing/Special   

a. (11-12) Ely Utilities Commission (EUC)  
i. Recommendation from EUC to move ahead with Phase 2 of MPCA DC Fast 

Charging Corridor – Car Charging Hub agreement at the new Trailhead.  
ii. Recommendation from EUC to Pay Mick Shusta $500 for A Operator Services.  
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b. (13-20) Planning and Zoning Commission  

i. Matter of Information: Board of Adjustment approved the Conditional Use Permit 
submitted by Andrea Kannas at 224 E Harvey St to allow a Chiropractic Business 
in Residential (R2) zoning.  

ii. Recommendation from Planning and Zoning Commission to approve the sub 
division of 143 E Harvey and 15 S 2nd Ave E which are in a C1 district and the 
proposal meets all of the requirements for C1 zoning.  

 
c. (Additions A1-A4) Park and Recreation Board  

i. Recommendation from Park and Recreation to make a tab on the city website for 
Park and Recreation information as city staff sees fit.  

ii. Recommendation from Park and Recreation board to have future meetings at 5pm 
on the second Wednesday of the month.  

iii. Recommendation from Park and Recreation Board to appoint Jill Swanson to the 
Park and Rec Board as the new ERC Representative 
 

d. Other Committee Meetings 
 
 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
A. Clerk-Treasurer 

 
B. Fire Chief  

 
C. Library Director 

 
D. Police Chief 

i. Consider the conditional job offer for the open Police Officer Position to Ashlan 
Barthope. Pending passing background investigation, psychological exam, and 
medical examination.  

ii. Request permission to hire 1 additional part time officer, Nils Deremee. Pending 
passing background investigation, psychological exam, ad medical examination.  

iii. (21-22) Consider agreement between the Ely Veterinary Clinic and the Ely Police 
Department for animal pound services.   

 

E. City Attorney   
i. (23) 2nd Reading Ordinance No 384 An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, 

Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 6, Section 6.41, Entitled Pubic Use of 
Cannabinoid Products 
 

F. City Engineer 
 
 
10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. (24) 2025 Committee Seats Expiring  
B. (25) Correspondence from Senator Tina Smith’s Office regarding the FY25 

Congressionally Directed Spending   
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11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 

A. (26-37) City and EUC Claims for January 7, 2027 for $690,518.83. 
B. (38-39) League of Minnesota Cities Membership Dues for 2025 - $4247.00 
C. (40) Minnesota Mayors Association 2025 Membership Dues for $30.00 
 
 

12. OLD BUSINESS: 
A. (41) Committee Seat 

Housing Redevelopment Authority (HRA) 
Mark Zupec Renewing  - New Term Expiring 12/31/2027 

 
 
13. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. Approve 2025 official city depositories:  Frandsen Bank & Trust, Highland Bank and 4M 
Fund. 

B. (42) Ely Winter Festival In Kind Services  
C. (Additions A5) Edible Compliance Checks – Schedule hearing, 3-day suspension and 

fines  
 
 

14. OPEN FORUM: 
 
 
15. ADJOURN: 
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Ely Park and Recreation Board Meeting Minutes 
(Unapproved) 

Monday January 61\ 2025 Ely 

City Hall- Council 

Chambers 

I. Park and Recreation Called to Order @ 5:02pm. Members present: Abby Dare, Bud Ahrens, 
Kristen Anthony, Steve Toddie and Alyssa Richards. Council Rep Adam Bisbee. Planning and 
Zoning Administrator Scott Kochendorfer. 

Also Present: Jill Swanson w/ ECR 

Excused: Jen Westlund 

II. Approval of Minutes from December 161\ 2024 

Richards Motion to approve the November Minutes /second Anthony. Motion carried. 

Additions or Deletions from Agenda 

la. Bisbee- Open Committee Seats- This will be discussed under "project Delegation" 

Bisbee added discussion related to the new "Green Team". Kochendorfer explained that Park 
and Rec don't necessarily have a representative on the Green Team. Add discussion under 
"New Business". 

Motion Anthony/Second Richards to add "Green Team" to the agenda. Motion Carried. 

III. Staff Reports and Updates 

Kochendorfer updated the board on the lease agreements. They are still a work in progress, and 
more to come in the upcoming months. Reminder that Ely Winter Fest is February 6 th through the 
l 6111

• Usual events, and snow sculptures. Be sure to check out the website for current events. Bisbee 
asked if we could consider adding other city facilities to the winter fest event, snow sculptures, 
etc., and utilizing Semers Park. Anthony will reach out to the Ely Winter Fest Committee with 
regard to this. 

Kochendorfer updated the board on the progress of the Dog Friendly Field/ Dog Park, and recently 
met with Bruce Wheelright to discuss the next steps. Wheelright wants to make some 
improvements to the field, but will first need to apply for a conditional use permit to allow the use 
of the field as a dog park. There will also be the lease agreement for use of the field. The 
organization currently received there 501C3, and they have established a board. 

The outdoor rec rink is back open after the warm weather. The hours are posted on the city 
website. Bisbee inquired about having the hours posted at the rec center. Swanson advised that 
ECR can handle posting the hours of the rink at the Rec Center. 

The Trezona Trial will not be groomed until more snow is received per the Bike and Ski Club 
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website. 

IV. Requests to Appear 

V. New Business 

Project Delegation: 
Dare mentioned topics of the Trail center grand opening, Parks and Rec resource site, and Dog 
awareness pamphlet project. 

Trail head Building- Discussion on what topics need to be handled tonight. Kochendorfer updated 
the board on the current timeline of the Trail Head Building. It's looking the like interior work is 
on track, but there may be a delay in the parking lot and storm sewer piping in the spring, weather 
dependent. The building wouldn't open until the parking lot, and sidewalks are complete, possibly 
June or July. Bisbee recommends that a 2-3-person ad hoc works with City staff for the trail head 
grand opening. Consensus of the board to assign this tonight. Dare and Toddie both interested in 
being a part of this. 

Motion Anthony/ second Richards to assign Dare and Toddie to the ad hoc for the trail head 
grand opening. Motion carried. 

Park and rec resource site- Bisbee inquired if Richard Stuart is already working on this? 
Kochendorfer mentioned that he wasn't aware of any work Richard Stuart was doing on the 
website other than EEDA, its usually city staff that updates the website. Ahrens is interested in the 
data collection process. Discussion on where to obtain all of the information on Clubs, and 
organizations. Further discussion related to a "Park and Rec" "tab" on the city website as well. 
PDF's and maps, and information that could be uploaded, along with rules and regulations. 
Richards offered support in helping with the project. Kochendorfer explained the current tabs, and 
layout of the website. Discussion on including a Park and Recreation Tab on city website. 

Ahrens Motion to make a tab on the city website for Park and Recreation on however they 
see fit ( city staff) / Second Richards. Motion carried. 

Dog awareness pamphlet-Kochendorfer mentioned that, Brnce Wheelright has some ideas with 
the Dog Park and how to incorporate education, and working with the Ely Vet on vaccinations, 
licensing, etc. This will be added to old business. 

Rescheduling of February Meeting Date 

Discussion amongst the board on what dates work best for everyone, and where conflicts exist. 
Further discussion related to the location of the meetings. Consensus was to continue to hold the 
meetings at City Hall through-out the cold weather months, and bring them outside in the summer. 
Bisbee mentioned that there seems to be better community engagement at the meetings when they 
are outside of City Hall and in the parks. The Febrnary meeting will be during winter fest, but it 
doesn't conflict with any events. 

Motion Anthony to move all future meetings to 5 PM on the second Wednesday of the month/ 
Second Toddie. Motion carried. 
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Introduction of new members 

Dare mentioned that everyone, new and old, should introduce themselves and what your role on the 
board is, and anything else anyone would like to share. 

Jill Swanson- New ECR Director position 
Alyssa Richards- College representative 
Bud Ahrens- Community at large 
Abby Dare- Citizen of Ely, as well as the Chair 
Kristen Anthony- New member within the last few months, and a citizen of Ely 
Adam Bisbee- Council representative 
Steve Toddie- Morse Township, and a new member. 
Scott Kochendorfer- Planning and Zoning Admin, and other duties as assigned. 

Bisbee inquired if City Council approved Jill Swanson on the board to replace Julie Hignell. 
Further discussion related to the number of members on the board, and if the council rep is a voting 
member. The board is made up (9) total voting members, which does include the council rep. 
Kochendorfer will clarify this. 

Motion Richards/Second Anthony to appoint Jill Swanson to the Park and Rec Board. Motion 
Carried. 

Green Steps- Kochendorfer explained the history of the creation of the Green Team, and what the 
Green Steps Program is. The "Green Team" will be made up of (1) council rep, (1) project 
committee rep, (1) EUC rep, (4) at large, and the Planning and Zoning Administrator (non-voting 
member). Kochendorfer explained more of what the Green Steps Program is. Its more of a guiding 
principle for sustainability, and process and procedures for cities, and being aware of energy 
consumptions, etc. There are 29 best practices for cities, with over 180 actions that cities can 
participate in. The program is completely voluntary. Certain projects can help with future state 
funding, and it helps guide cities with future projects and priorities. There are (5) steps total, and 
Ely is at step 2. The city is already completing a lot of tasks, but a lot of them just needed to be 
documented. Further discussion on whether a park and rec member are necessary on the Green 
Team or not. It was further discussed that since Kochendorfer is on both park and rec and the Green 
Team, information sharing can exist, as well as any member from park and rec can apply to the 
Green Team as an at large member. Kochendorfer will print off Ely's actions progress for next 
months meeting for park and rec to review. This will be added to next months agenda, as well as 
updating the board after the quarterly Green Team meetings. 

VI. Old Business 

- Comp Planning 

Kochendorfer explained the process that planning and zoning is ClllTently using to update the 
applicable sections of the comprehensive plan, and making changes in real time. The vision statement 
is something all groups can look at, and then park and rec would look at park and rec specific items. 

Discussion amongst the board on the changes that should be made to the comp plan related to park 
and rec, including short, mid, and long-range goals. For next month, bring the working document that 
Dare put together and incorporate that into the comprehensive plan to discuss at the February 12th 

3 



A004

meeting. 

Vice Chair - This was tabled at the last meeting and needs to be added to "Old Business" on the 
agenda. This will be added to "old business" for the February meeting. 

Adjounrment @ 6:05 PM without objection. 

Next Park and Recreation Meeting Febmaty 12°1
, 2025 at 5 PM. City Hall Council Chambers. 

4 
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ChadJ.Houde 

Chief of Police 

Date: 

TO: 

From: 

SUBJECT: 

January 7, 2025 

POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

209 E. Chapman St. 

Ely, Minnesota 55731 

Mayor and Council Members 

Chief Houde 

Telephone: 218-365-3222 

Fax: 218-365-3038 

2024 Edible Cannabinoid Products Compliance Checks 

On Friday, December 20 th , 2024 The Ely Police Department conducted 
compliance checks on the licensed businesses that sell Edible 
Cannabinoid Products. Of the ten licensed businesses, three sold to 
our underage buyer. The businesses that sold were Ely Liquor, Mike's 
Liquor, and Stinky Pete's. 

In Chapter 6, Section 6.40 of the Ely City Code any licensee found to 
have violated or whose employee violated the ordinance, shall be 
charged an administrative fine of $300 along with a three (3) days 
license suspension. The employee found in violation shall be charged 
an administrative fine of $500. 

I'm requesting the Council schedule a hearing and issue the three (3) 
day license suspension to the three businesses in violation. 

If you have any question please let me know. 

To Protect and Serve 




