
Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
January 7, 2025 
 
Oath of Offices:  
 Mayor Heidi Omerza 
 Council Members Jerome Debeltz, Emily Roose, and John Lahtonen 
Clerk Langowski had the Mayor and Council Members read the oath of office.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The regular meeting of the Ely City Council was called to order by Mayor at 5:32pm in the 
Council Chambers.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, and 
Mayor Omerza 
ABSENT: None 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Campbell/Debeltz moved to approve minutes from the December 17, 2024 Regular 
Council Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
A. Additions 8.A Park and Recreation Board  
B. Additions 13.C. Edible Compliance Checks – Schedule hearing, 3-day suspension and fines 
Debeltz/Bisbee moved to add the additions A and B to the agenda. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  
Mayor Omerza presented Bob Anderson with a plaque for his 44 year and 22 days of service to 
the City of Ely as the Building Engineer.  Mayor Omerza thanked Bob for his countless hours of 
working for the city, and being the main boiler operator for the city buildings along with helping 
out with the HRA and School’s boilers during the times that they did not have an operator.  
Omerza and Langowski thanked his family, and especially his wife Michelle for all the time and 
dedication that Bob did for the city.  
 
Council Committee Representatives  
Mayor Omerza told the council to look over the council committee list and to get in touch with 
the clerk’s office or Omerza as to what committees they would like to be on and we will discuss 
it at the next meeting.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda. 
B. Call for sealed bids for the 2025 legal newspaper 
Lahtonen/Roose moved to approve the consent agenda items A and B. Motion Carried 
Unanimously  
 
REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Standing/Special   
Ely Utilities Commission (EUC)  
A.Forsman/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to move ahead with 
Phase 2 of MPCA DC Fast Charging Corridor – Car Charging Hub agreement at the new 
Trailhead.  
Lahtonen asked if this will be a free charger or if there will be a fee involved.  
Langwoski indicated that it will be fee based, and the rates will be set in the future. 
Motion Carried Unanimously 
 
A.Forsman/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to Pay Mick 
Shusta $500 for A Operator Services. Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 
Planning and Zoning Commission  
Matter of Information: Board of Adjustment approved the Conditional Use Permit submitted by 
Andrea Kannas at 224 E Harvey St to allow a Chiropractic Business in Residential (R2) zoning.  
 
Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Planning and Zoning 
Commission to approve the sub division of 143 E Harvey and 15 S 2nd Ave E which are in 
a C1 district and the proposal meets all of the requirements for C1 zoning. Motion Carried 
Unanimously  
 
Park and Recreation Board  
Bisbee/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Park and Recreation to 
make a tab or rename a tab on the city website for Park and Recreation information as 
city staff sees fit. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Bisbee/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from Park and Recreation board to 
have future meetings at 5pm on the second Wednesday of the month. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
Bisbee/Campbell Recommendation from Park and Recreation Board to appoint Jill 
Swanson to the Park and Rec Board as the new ECR Representative. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
Clerk-Treasurer 
Clerk Langowski discussed the 2 water service leaks that happened over the weekend. One 
was behind the Potluck in the alley, which was a water service line that was leaking.  Today the 
city crew fixed a leaking water service in the alley of Pattison and James St on 2nd Avenue. Both 
of the fixes went really well, even with the cold weather. The frost is down 2-3 feet, keep and 

eye on your water temps, if it is 41 and dropping start running water a trickle.  A trickle is the 
size of a pencil lead.  
Langowski indicated that the Rec Center skating rink is back open after the warm up and the 
hours are listed on the website.  
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Fire Chief  
Chief Marshall discussed the current fire and medical calls for the Fire Department. 
Chief Marshall indicated that he had a meeting with Gloria Erickson, Brad Roy, and others about 
Firewise and making a fire break around town.  
 
Library Director 
Library Director Heinrich discussed the current programming for the Ely Library which can be 
found on the library website. Heinrich also indicated that WDIO “the Lift” had a story on the 
stained-glass windows, which can be found on their website. 
 
Police Chief 
Lahtonen/Debeltz moved to approve the conditional job offer for the open Police Officer 
Position to Ashlan Barthope. Pending passing background investigation, psychological 
exam, and medical examination. Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
Debeltz/Roose moved to approve to hire 1 additional part time officer, Nils Deremee. 
Pending passing background investigation, psychological exam, and medical 
examination.  
Chief Houde explained that by hiring this additional part-timer it would help out filling some of 
the open shifts and could be a back up if one of our officers’ leaves.  Currently one of the full-
time officers is being backgrounded by another agency.  
Lahtonen asked if Houde would dismiss one of the current part-time officers.  
Houde stated that the other part-time officers are not costing the city anything, they are already 
trained and backgrounded.  
Lahtonen indicated he will be voting no on this, since he does not see the need for 3 part-time 
officers. Nothing against Deremee, but since the one current part-timer only worked a couple 
shifts last year, why keep them on.  
A.Forsman asked that the part-timers fill open shifts correct.  
Chief Houde indicated that first the open shifts are offered to LELS Officers, then to the part-
timers.  
Debeltz stated that having another person on as part-time it will help to fill open shifts.  
Houde indicated that it has been hard to get applicants for police officers, not just in Ely, but in 
the police force in general.  This last time they interviewed 6 people with was actually a good 
turnout. Houde indicated that it is also a contract year, so we can bring this up during contract 
negotiations rather than just having it as a MOU.  
Motion Carried 6-1 with Lahtonen voting No.  
 
Lahtonen/Debeltz moved to approve the agreement between the Ely Veterinary Clinic and 
the Ely Police Department for animal pound services.  Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Chief Houde discussed dog/animal licenses- Life time licenses are available for $35 and yearly 
licenses are $10.  
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City Attorney   
A.Forsman/Bisbee moved to approve the 2nd Reading Ordinance No 384 An Ordinance of 
the City of Ely, Minnesota, Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 6, Section 6.41, Entitled 
Pubic Use of Cannabinoid Products.  
Attorney Klun indicated that we had a public hearing before the meeting tonight regarding this 
ordinance.  
Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Kess- Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Callen – Yes, 
Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
City Engineer 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
-2025 Committee Seats Expiring  
A.Forsman indicated to add Sanitation at large resident to the list.  
-Correspondence from Senator Tina Smith’s Office regarding the FY25 Congressionally 
Directed Spending  - Langowski indicated that this is for the $2 Million for the Burntside Water 
Line project.  
 
CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
A. City and EUC Claims for January 7, 2025 for $690,518.83. 
B. League of Minnesota Cities Membership Dues for 2025 - $4247.00 
C. Minnesota Mayors Association 2025 Membership Dues for $30.00 
Bisbee/Lahtonen moved to approve the Claims for Payment items A-C. Motion Carried 
Unanimously   

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Committee Seat 
Debeltz/Lahtonen moved to approve Mark Zupec for Renewing  his seat on the Housing 
Redevelopment Authority (HRA) with the Term Expiring 12/31/2027. Motion Carried 
Unanimously  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Roose/A.Forsman moved to approve the 2025 official city depositories:  Frandsen Bank & 
Trust, Highland Bank and 4M Fund. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Omerza abstaining since 
her husband works at Frandsen.  
 
Debeltz/Bisbee moved to approve the Ely Winter Festival In Kind Services. Motion 
Carried Unanimously  
 
Edible Compliance Checks – Schedule hearing, 3-day suspension and fines  
Chief Houde indicated that 3 businesses sold to an underage buyer, Ely Liquor, Mikes Liquor 
and Stinky Petes. We will need to schedule a hearing for them to have an opportunity to be 
heard regarding the 3-day suspension.  
Attorney Klun indicated that this occurred under the old ordinance No.367, under that ordinance 
it is a $300 fine for the business and a 3-day suspension, along with a public hearing to have the 
opportunity to be heard. The employee that sold to the underage buyer will also receive a $500 
fine.  
Chief Houde indicated that for the suspension they cannot sell Cannabinoid products, but can 
be open to sell other items.  
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A.Forsman/Lahtonen moved to schedule a pubic hearing at 5:15pm on January 21st in the 
Council Chambers at Ely City Hall. Motion Carried Unanimously  

 
OPEN FORUM: 
Lacey Squier indicated that Boundary Waters Connect and the Ely Folk School are hosting a 
free community movie night on January 14th at the State Theater from 6-8pm. The documentary 
Join or Die is about the important of club and organization involvement, and they will facilitate a 
discussion after the film if anyone wants to join. Squier invited anyone to attend the community 
movie night.  
 
Angela Campbell indicated that this Thursday, January 9th at 6:30pm in the Council Chambers 
will be the State of the City Address by Mayor Omerza.  This is being presented by the AAUW 
and the Ely Rotary.  
 
Carley Wogen at 345 E Chapman  
Wogen discussed the Boulevard parking and snow removal.  Is there a timing of when the signs 
go out for the snow removal? A couple of weeks ago their car was towed.  The signs went out 
around 3-4pm the day before and she had parked her car for the evening around 2pm.  
 
ADJOURN: 
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 6.32pm without objection.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk  


