Regular Meeting Ely City Council
February 4, 2025-City Hall Council Chambers

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Omerza called the council meeting order 5:30pm

Pledge of Allegiance was recited

PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, and
Mayor Omerza
ABSENT: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the minutes from the January 21, 2025 Regular
Council Meeting and the Public Hearing Minutes regarding the 3-day suspension for
selling edible cannabinoid to underage buyer. Motion Carried Unanimously

ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:

A. Additions 8.A.f Budget Committee Minutes

B. Additions 9.E City Attorney, 2117 Sibley Ct Purchase Agreement

Debeltz/Roose moved to approve to add additions A-B to the agenda. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT:
Council Committee Representatives: Mayor Omerza appointed Council Member Roose to
the Gardner Trust Humanities Board.

Lahtonen/Debeltz moved to approve to keep Paul Kess on the Ely Lodging Tax Board
Motion Carried 6-1 with Roose voting no.

Council Member Bisbee was originally appointed to the Lodging tax board but supported Paul
Kess continuing to keep his seat.

CONSENT AGENDA:

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda.
Roose/Bisbee moved to approve Consent Agenda Item A. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Standing/Special

Planning and Zoning Commission

Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from P&Z to have the City
Attorney format the Floodplain Management Ordinance that has been approved by the
DNR. Motion Carried Unanimously.
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Telecommunications Advisory Board (TAB)

Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from TAB to approve the invoice
from Ely Area Television for November, December and January for additional filming
totaling $675.00. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Employee Relations

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from Employee Relations that
the hiring committee interview applicants A, B, C, and G for the Equipment Operator
Position. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Ely Utilities Commission (EUC)

Forsman/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to renew Mick
Shusta’s A Operator services contract at the Water Treatment Plant and the Waste Water
Treatment Facility. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Forsman/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to move forward with
the Department of Energy grant application. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Forsman/Lahtonen moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to direct the new
utility rate considerations to the rates subcommittee for review. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the
Electrical Engineering Consulting Contract with Widseth for Miscellaneous Electrical
Services. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Forsman/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve
attendance to the League of Minnesota Cities Loss Control Workshop on April 22, 2025 in
Virginia, MN. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Forsman/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve
attendance to the MN Rural Water Association Technical Conference March 4-6th, 2025 in
St. Cloud, MN. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve
$14,072.02 in delinquent utility account write-offs. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Forsman/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the
$12,237.01 to purchase of a blower and parts for the Waste Water Treatment Facility from
Emery Nelson, Inc. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve $500
payment to Mick Shusta for December A Operator Services at the WTP and WWTP.
Motion Carried Unanimously.

Forsman/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve $8,383 for
2025 MMUA dues. Motion Carried Unanimously.
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Forsman/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve $425 for
MN Rural Water Association dues. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Forsman/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve
$1,047.73 payment to the MN DNR for the water use permit. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Forsman/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve $1,037.72
payment to H&S Electric for a meter base replacement at 1939 W Shagawa Rd. Motion
Carried Unanimously.

Range Association of Municipalities & Schools (RAMS)-Minutes included in packet.

Budget Committee

Lahtonen/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from Budget Committee to
approve the purchase of the desk for $2,906.32 from Innovative Office Solutions for the
Planning and Zoning Office. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Lahtonen/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Budget Committee to
approve the sale of equipment as listed in the council packet additions. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

Lahtonen/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from Budget Committee to
approve the Legal Printing Bid form from the Ely Echo as presented. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:
Clerk-Treasurer

Fire Chief
Chief Marshall discussed the current fire and medical calls for the Fire Department. Also
reminded public to slow down and move over for emergency vehicles.

Library Director
Library Director Heinrich discussed current programming at the Library which can be found on
the library website.

Police Chief

City Attorney
Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the 15t Reading Ordinance No 385 An Ordinance of

the City of Ely, Minnesota, Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 6.36, Second Hand
Goods Dealer. Roll Called- Forsman-yes, Lahtonen-yes, Debeltz-yes, Roose-yes,
Campbell-yes, Bisbee-yes, Mayor Omerza-yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Forsman/Roose moved to approve the 15t Reading Ordinance No 386 2"? Series An
Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 11, Entitled
Land Use Regulations (Fees). Roll Called- Forsman-yes, Lahtonen-yes, Debeltz-yes,
Roose-yes, Campbell-yes, Bisbee-yes, Mayor Omerza-yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.



Council Minutes February 4, 2025

Bisbee/Lahtonen moved to approve the 15t Reading Ordinance No 387 An Ordinance of
the City of Ely, Minnesota, Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 12, Entitled Subdivision
Regulations(Platting) — (Fees) Roll Called-Forsman-yes, Lahtonen-yes, Debeltz-yes,
Roose-yes, Campbell-yes, Bisbee-yes, Mayor Omerza-yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Lahtonen/Bisbee moved to approve the 2117 Sibley Ct Purchase Agreement. Motion
Carried Unanimously.

Debeltz/Roose moved to approve scheduling a Public Hearing regarding Ordinance 386
and 387 on Feb. 18, 2025 at 5:15pm. Motion Carried Unanimously.

City Engineer

COMMUNICATIONS
Habitat for Humanity January 2025 newsletter — Matter of Information
Ely Community Resource, Inc 4" Quarter Progress Report- Matter of Information

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve City and EUC Claims for February 4, 2025 for
$180,780.02. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve 2025 RAMS Dues for $864.00. Motion Carried
Unanimously. Motion Carried Unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:
Legal Newspaper Bid- Motion passed under Budget Committee

NEW BUSINESS:
Roose/Lahtonen moved to Designate the Assistant Treasurer as the designated person

to be responsible and accountable for overseeing the “nonattest/nonaudit services, for
the City of Ely for the year ending December 31, 2024. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Debeltz/Roose moved to approve City in kind services for the WolfTrack Classic Sled
Dog Race. Motion Carried Unanimously.

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the Cooperative Agreement between St Louis
County and City of Ely for the CSAH 156 (Harvey Street) Construction. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

OPEN FORUM:

Ozzie Reif spoke to council addressing his concerns for Ely’s immigrants, LGBTQ+, Federal
employees and those in education under the country’s new administration. Reif stated he would
like to work with the council on creating some sort of proclamation to show and express
community support for these people.

Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 6:36pm without objection.

Katie Richards
Account Clerk



