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AGENDA ADDITIONS 
February 18, 2025 at 5:30pm 

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
  
 
2. ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, 

and Mayor Omerza 
 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
(4-7) Approve minutes from the February 4, 2025 Regular Council Meeting.  

 
 
4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  

A. Additions 8.b.ii. Correspondence from Ely Pickleball Club 
B. Additions 10.D Correspondence from Overom Law regarding the Joint Powers Lodging 

Tax Board not requiring Board Members to be elected officials.  
C. Additions 10.E Correspondence from FEMA regarding approving the Floodplain 

Management Ordinance by March 25, 2025.  
 
 
5. MAYOR’S REPORT:  
 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda.  
B. Local Board of Appeal meeting scheduled for April 17th from 5-6pm in Ely Council 

Chambers.  
 

 
7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR: 

A. (8-13) Dave Holt – President of WICOLA (White Iron Chain of Lakes Association)  
 
 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
A. Standing/Special   

a. (14-16) Projects Committee 
i. Recommendation from projects committee to direct Clerk Langowski to apply for 

the Housing Trust Fund and Small Cities Housing Aid Programs.  
ii. Recommendation from projects committee to submit an application to FRTP for a 

truck to support the Prospector Loop Trail Maintenance.  
iii. (16) Recommendation from projects committee to approve Resolution 2025-006 

Resolution Supporting Grant Application to the MN DNR Federal Recreational 
Trail Program to Purchase Trail Maintenance Equipment for the Maintenance of 
the Prospectors Loop Trail.  
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b. (17-20) Park and Recreation Committee  

i. Recommendation from Park and Recreation Board move forward with purchasing 
of the hockey boards pending funding sources and pickle ball commitment.  

ii. (Additions A1-A2) Correspondence from Ely Pickleball Club 
 

c. Other Committee Meetings 
 
 
9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. Clerk-Treasurer 
 

B. Fire Chief  
 

C. Library Director 
 

D. Police Chief 
i. Consider hiring Nils DeRemee as a full-time police officer pending background 

investigation, psychological exam, and medical examination and pending another 
officer’s resignation who has a conditional job offer for another department. 

 
E. City Attorney   

i. (21-23) 2nd Reading Ordinance No 385 An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, 
Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 6.36, Second Hand Goods Dealer 

ii. (24) 2nd Reading Ordinance No 386 2nd Series An Ordinance of the City of Ely, 
Minnesota, Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 11, Entitled Land Use Regulations 
(Fees)  

iii. (25) 2nd Reading Ordinance No 387 An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, 
Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 12, Entitled Subdivision Regulations(Platting) – 
(Fees)  

iv. (26-49) 1st Reading Ordinance 388 An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, 
Amending the City Code, Chapter 11, Entitled Land Use Regulation (Floodplain) 

v. Schedule a public hearing for March 4, 2025 at 5pm regarding Ordinance 388 in the 
Council Chambers.  

vi. (50) Mortgage Satisfaction for Joseph and Nicole Shusta recorded as Document 
#01477715 on November 8, 2023.  

vii. (51) Mortgage Satisfaction for E Chapman St Properties LLC recorded as Document 
#01346829 on December 18, 2018.  

 
F. City Engineer 

 
 
10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. (52-65) 2025 and 2026 Congressionally Directed Spending requests and applications 
from Congressman Stauber’s office 

B. (66-68) Letters from concerned citizens regarding Paul Kess’s appointment to the Joint 
Powers Lodging Tax Board  

C. (69-70) Iron Range Brownsfields and Land Redevelopment Conference April 3, 2025 at 
Iron Trail Motors Event Center 
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D. (Additions A3) Correspondence from Overom Law regarding the Joint Powers Lodging 
Tax Board not requiring Board Members to be elected officials.  

E. (Additions A4-A6) Correspondence from FEMA regarding approving the Floodplain 
Management Ordinance by March 25, 2025.  
 
 

11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
A. (71-73) City and EUC Claims for February 18 2025 for $199,537.90 
B. (74-77) Pay Estimate #8 for the Ely Regional Trailhead Bldg to Max Gray Construction for 

$153,199.30 
 
 

12. OLD BUSINESS: 
A. (78-81) Committee Openings 

Tree Board – 2 Openings  
- Gillian Fitzgerald – Resident 
- Molly Roske – non-resident 
Airport Commission 
- Nathan Baseman - Resident 

 
 
13. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. Consider the Commercial Renovation Loan Application for Andrea Kannas – Kannas 
Real Estate, LLC at 224 E Harvey St  for $17,500 to install new energy efficient windows 
pending proper paperwork and fees and to direct Attorney Klun to work with the applicant 
and proceed with the loan application.  
 

B. (82) Request that the Ely City Council makes the following press release twice a year.  
“The City of Ely is committed to be a community that welcomes and values diversity. We 
will work to be a place where all people, citizens and visitors alike, will feel safe and 
confident that the City of Ely respects the rights and dignity of all people. Please read the 
full mission, vision and values statement on the City of Ely Website.” 
 
 

14. OPEN FORUM: 
 
 

15. ADJOURN: 
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