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Regular Meeting Ely City Council  
February 18, 2025 – City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Omerza called the council meeting to order at 5:30pm.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited 
  
PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, and Mayor 
Omerza 
ABSENT: Council Member Lahtonen 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the minutes from the February 4, 2025 Regular 
Council Meeting. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.  
 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
A. Additions 8.b.ii. Correspondence from Ely Pickleball Club 
B. Additions 10.D Correspondence from Overom Law regarding the Joint Powers Lodging Tax 

Board not requiring Board Members to be elected officials.  
C. Additions 10.E Correspondence from FEMA regarding approving the Floodplain 

Management Ordinance by March 25, 2025.  
Bisbee/Roose moved to approve adding the additions A-C. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Lahtonen Absent. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  
Mayor Omerza thanked the city crew for working on the outage this morning.  
Clerk Langowski gave a timeline of the power outage. At 2:56am the first report of an outage 
came through and MN Power Dispatch was called. In Ely, Substation A had single phase power, 
and Substation B had full power. Law Enforcement had HWY 169 blocked off for a downed 
powerline right outside of town on the west end. Lake Country Power and MN Power fixed the 
downed line and power was restored by 9am. When law enforcement had the road blocked a 
black chevy pick-up truck went around the emergency vehicles and ran over the downed line. 
This could have been catastrophic for the driver of the vehicle and for the workers if the line 
would have moved when the driver rode over the line. Whenever you see emergency vehicles 
please stop and follow the detours. The outage happened because of the cold temperatures the 
metal wires contracted, got tight and a splice in the line broke.  
Langowski thanked Morse/Fall Lake Fire Department, Ely Police Department, St. Louis County 
Sheriff’s Department, Ely Fire Department, MnDOT, Ely Public Utility workers, and thanks to 
everyone for their patience during the outage.   
Mayor Omerza thanked everyone for their hard work in very cold temperatures.  
 
Mayor Omerza indicated that herself and council member Campbell attended the Coalition of 
Greater Minnesota Cities Legislative Days in St Paul and they both met up with Hauschild and 
Skraba.  
Council member Campbell complemented Mayor Omerza for her mentorship when talking with 
the Legislatures.  
Mayor Omerza indicated that Senator Hauschild and Representative Skraba both know Ely and 
our priorities, so it is easy to talk with them about Ely.    
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CONSENT AGENDA:  
A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda. 
B. Local Board of Appeal meeting scheduled for April 17th from 5-6pm in Ely Council Chambers.  
Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the consent agenda items A and B. Motion Carried 6-0-
1 with Lahtonen Absent. 
 
REQUESTS TO APPEAR: 
Dave Holt 651 Osprey Road – Acting President of WICOLA (White Iron Chain of Lakes 
Association)  
Holt indicated that WICOLA currently represents residents on Birch, White Iron, Farm and 
Garden Lakes, those lakes are part of the Rainy River Watershed which feeds most of the 
BWCA. The mission of WICOLA is to preserve the natural ecology of the lakes for all to enjoy. 
They work closely with Lake County and St. Louis County on Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 
mitigating efforts and educating the public about how to mitigate the spread of AIS. Holt 
indicated that he is asking the Ely City Council for a letter of support for a LCCMR grant 
application that WICOLA will be submitting mid-March.  WICOLA is also asking the City of 
Babbit, Fall Lake Township, Bois Fort, Grand Portage, and Fond du Lac Reservations for the 
same letters of support. The Northshore mine in Babbitt discharges waste water into the Dunka 
River, this results in dangerously high levels of sulfate entering the White Iron chain of lakes. 
The Northern Lakes Scientific Advisory Panel (NLSAP) has shown scientific correlation between 
these high sulfate levels and the high levels of mercury in fish samples in our lakes. WICOLA 
has been measuring water quality in our lakes for over two decades. This year they are trying to 
take a positive action towards fixing the problem by collaborating with two environmental firms, 
Bay West and Clearwater BioLogic on this grant application. The goal is to implement a test 
system to remediate the sulfate pollution. The test will occur on the Dunka River below the 
Northshore Mine discharge site, the test will run for a full year so operational capability will be 
tested during all seasons and weather conditions. If they are awarded the grant, they will not 
require any action or funding from the city, they just want the city’s support for the grant 
application. They feel this is a best of both world approach, as it is affordable for the mines and 
results in clean water for outdoor recreation.  Holt indicated that they included a template for the 
letter of support that the city can use.  
Bisbee/Roose moved to draft a letter of support for the AIS grant application to put on 
the next council agenda for approval.  
A.Forsman indicated that it has been a policy of the City to not take action on Request to 
Appear items, unless it is on the agenda somewhere else. 
Mayor Omerza asked who is going draft the letter. Langowski indicated that with the direction of 
the council he can draft the letter and it can go on the next council agenda for approval, then the 
council would know what is in the letter. 
A.Forsman indicated that Holt did provide some information in the packet, and wanted to point 
out that one of the sponsors of this is the Friends of the Boundary Waters, whom Forsman has 
learned over the years is something that we cannot trust, and they have a tendency to put forth 
information that is unreliable and unworthy of support from this council. What is being proposed 
has no direct effect on Ely and for Ely to be requested to support something that does not 
directly affect us and could potentially could harm us if we would support something like this. 
Forsman indicated that he will not support this.  
Motion Carried 4-2-1 with Lahtonen Absent and A.Forsman and Debeltz voting No.  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Standing/Special   
Projects Committee 
Roose/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from projects committee to direct 
Clerk Langowski to apply for the Housing Trust Fund and Small Cities Housing Aid 
Programs. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent. 
 
Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from projects committee to 
submit an application to FRTP for a truck to support the Prospector Loop Trail 
Maintenance. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent. 
 
Roose/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from projects committee to 
approve Resolution 2025-006 Resolution Supporting Grant Application to the MN DNR 
Federal Recreational Trail Program to Purchase Trail Maintenance Equipment for the 
Maintenance of the Prospectors Loop Trail. Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – 
Yes, Lahtonen- Absent, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – Yes, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and 
Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent. 
 
Park and Recreation Committee  
Bisbee/Campbell move to approve the recommendation from Park and Recreation Board 
to move forward with purchasing of the hockey boards pending funding sources and 
pickle ball commitment.  
Bisbee indicated that Park and Rec will not meet until after the deadline.  
A.Forsman asked for clarification if it would be the city purchasing the boards or if pickleball 
would be. Bisbee indicated that the city would be purchasing the used boards from Hoyt Lakes 
for $30,000 and the new boards that Hoyt Lakes is getting cost around $300,000.  
Langowski stated that the current boards were built over 15 years ago with plywood. The current 
wooden boards were constructed with donated labor and materials and have been maintained 
overtime, but would need complete replacement soon.  With the interest of pickleball we would 
have to remove the current boards to put in concrete.  This would be a several step process.  
We can reach out to the IRRR regarding their Culture and Tourism Grant to see if any funds are 
available. The council could forward this request to budget, since this is an item that is not 
budgeted for.  
A.Forsman indicated that he is in favor of a good deal if we can get them. What is the condition 
of the current boards at the Rec Center Ice Rink? Would Public Works be able to help to remove 
the boards to save the $5000 
Langowski indicated that it is a constant maintenance issue to replace boards every year. We 
might be able to send a couple workers to Hoyt Lakes to help take down the boards and bring 
them here, but it will all depend on timing, snow, and work scheduled. Langowski stated that if 
the council is in agreement we can forward this on to budget and see what the timeline is for the 
boards and how many employees it would take to help take them down and bring them to Ely.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent. 
 
Correspondence from Ely Pickleball Club 
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
Clerk-Treasurer 
Langowski stated that with the warm up that we are going to have this weekend, if your water 
lines have froze up in the past do not shut your water off, keep it running even with the warm 
weather.  The frost is approximately 6 feet deep in the man holes and will continue to go down 

farther with the warm up.  If your water temperature gets to be 40 and dropping you should run 
your water from a faucet the size of a pencil lead.  
 
Fire Chief  
Chief Marshall discussed the current fire and medical calls for the Fire Department. 
Chief Marshall indicated that they had good communication today between the city departments 
as to what was happening with the power outage.  Marshall also pleaded that if you see flashing 
lights please slow down and follow the detours.  We want everyone to get home safe at the end 
of the day.  
 
Library Director 
Library Director Heinrich discussed current programming at the library which can be found on 
the library website. 
 
Assistant Police Chief 
Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to hire Nils DeRemee as a full-time police officer pending 
background investigation, psychological exam, and medical examination and pending 
another officer’s resignation who has a conditional job offer for another department. 
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent. 
 
City Attorney   
A.Forsman/Roose moved to approve the 2nd Reading Ordinance No 385 An Ordinance of 
the City of Ely, Minnesota, Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 6.36, Second Hand 
Goods Dealer. Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen- Absent, 
Debeltz – Yes, Roose – Yes, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. 
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent. 
 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the 2nd Reading Ordinance No 386 2nd Series An 
Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 11, Entitled 
Land Use Regulations (Fees). Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen- 
Absent, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – Yes, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – 
Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent.  
 
Campbell/Roose moved to approve the 2nd Reading Ordinance No 387 An Ordinance of 
the City of Ely, Minnesota, Amending the Ely City Code, Chapter 12, Entitled Subdivision 
Regulations(Platting) – (Fees). Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen- 
Absent, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – Yes, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – 
Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent. 
 
A.Forsman/Bisbee moved to approve the 1st Reading Ordinance 388 An Ordinance of the 
City of Ely, Minnesota, Amending the City Code, Chapter 11, Entitled Land Use 
Regulation (Floodplain).  
Attorney Klun indicated that included in the packet tonight is a letter from FEMA discussing the 
timeline and importance of this ordinance. If we do not approve this ordinance residents would 
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be ineligible for flood insurance through the National Flood Insurance Program(NFIP), new 
insurance policies cannot be sold and existing policies cannot be renewed.  
Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen- Absent, Debeltz – Yes, Roose 
– Yes, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Lahtonen Absent. 
 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to schedule a public hearing for March 4, 2025 at 5:15pm 
regarding Ordinance 388 in the Council Chambers. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen 
Absent. 
 
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the Mortgage Satisfaction for Joseph and Nicole 
Shusta recorded as Document #01477715 on November 8, 2023. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Lahtonen Absent. 
 
Roose/Bisbee moved to approve the Mortgage Satisfaction for E Chapman St Properties 
LLC recorded as Document #01346829 on December 18, 2018. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Lahtonen Absent. 
 
City Engineer: Not Present 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
- 2025 and 2026 Congressionally Directed Spending requests and applications from 

Congressman Stauber’s office 
- Letters from concerned citizens regarding Paul Kess’s appointment to the Joint Powers 

Lodging Tax Board  
Roose stated that these letters were from concerned citizens about Kess on the lodging tax 
board. They wish it would have gone through the typical application process.  
A.Forsman indicate that he was comfortable with this since we just reappointed him to the 
board.  
Roose and Bisbee stated that they will also be attending the lodging tax board meetings.  

- Iron Range Brownsfields and Land Redevelopment Conference April 3, 2025 at Iron Trail 
Motors Event Center 

- Correspondence from Overom Law regarding the Joint Powers Lodging Tax Board not 
requiring Board Members to be elected officials.  

- Correspondence from FEMA regarding approving the Floodplain Management Ordinance by 
March 25, 2025.  

 
CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the City and EUC Claims for February 18 2025 for 
$199,537.90 and the Pay Estimate #8 for the Ely Regional Trailhead Bldg to Max Gray 
Construction for $153,199.30. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Bisbee/Roose moved to approve the following Committee Openings: Tree Board – 2 
Openings Gillian Fitzgerald – Resident and Molly Roske – non-resident both terms 
expiring January 31, 2028 and Airport Commission – 1 opening - Nathan Baseman – 
Resident term expiring January 31, 2028. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Lahtonen Absent. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  
Campbell/Debeltz moved to approve the Commercial Renovation Loan Application for 
Andrea Kannas – Kannas Real Estate, LLC at 224 E Harvey St  for $17,500 to install new 
energy efficient windows pending proper paperwork and fees and to direct Attorney Klun 
to work with the applicant and proceed with the loan application. Motion Carried 5-0-1-1 
with Lahtonen Absent and Roose abstaining. 
 
Roose/Debeltz moved to Request that the Ely City Council makes the following press 
release twice a year.  “The City of Ely is committed to be a community that welcomes and 
values diversity. We will work to be a place where all people, citizens and visitors alike, 
will feel safe and confident that the City of Ely respects the rights and dignity of all 
people. Please read the full mission, vision and values statement on the City of Ely 
Website.” 
A.Forsman stated that we worked very hard on this and they are published on our website, he 
doesn’t see why we need to spend taxpayer money to publish this in the paper. We all believe in 
the mission, vision, and values statements why do we need to publish it in the paper.  
Roose indicated that this is in response to Ozzy’s Open Forum at the last council meeting. 
Roose indicated that she was originally thinking for it to be published Quarterly, but decided on 
twice a year.  
Debeltz stated that he can see this as a positive for people coming to the area to visit to see 
this.  
Bisbee indicated that this is worth sharing with others.  
Mayor Omerza stated that she doesn’t know if this is necessary to publish in the paper, the 
school puts there’s on there letterhead.  
Campbell agreed with Roose and Bisbee to publish it in the paper, the more we can get it out 
the better.  
Motion Carried 5-1-1 with Lahtonen Absent and A.Forsman Voting No. 

 
OPEN FORUM: None  
 
ADJOURN: 
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting without objection at 6:44pm.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk 


