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AGENDA ADDITIONS 
March 4, 2025 at 5:30pm 

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
  
 
2. ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, 

and Mayor Omerza 
 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
(5-11) Approve minutes from the February 18, 2025 Regular Council Meeting and February 
18, 2005 Public Hearing on Ordinance 386 and 387.  

 
 
4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  

A. Additions 9.E.iv Schedule a Public Hearing for March 18, 2025 at 4:45pm regarding 
Ordinance 389.  

B. Additions 10.E Letter from the Chamber of Commerce in support of Paul Kess on the 
Joint Powers Lodging Tax Board 

C. Additions 10.F Letter from Dave Holt to Council Member Bisbee regarding WICOLA’s 
Letter of Support 

D. Additions 10.G Letter of Thanks from Riley “Ozzie” Reif regarding the Values Statement 
E. Additions 13.D Resolution 2025-007 Resolution Authorizing Application for Ely Events 

Group to Apply for Raffle Permit 
 
 
5. MAYOR’S REPORT:  
 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda.  
 

 
7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  

 
 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
A. Standing/Special   

a. (12-15) Ely Economic Development Authority (EEDA) 
 

b. (16-17) Airport Commission 
 

c. (18) Employee Relations/Interview Subcommittee   
i. Recommendation from Employee Relations Interview subcommittee to hire Cody 

Lehn for Equipment Operator Position pending preemployment physical, testing 
and background check and to keep Josh Pohlman on the hiring list for one year if 
a position becomes open for Equipment Operator Trainee.  



Council Agenda Additions March 4, 2025 

 

2 
 

d. (19-32) Planning and Zoning Commission 
i. (19-20) Recommendation from Planning and Zoning to approve the Right of Way 

Vacation for Warren Johnson, property owner at 1003 S 2nd Ave E, requesting 
that the City of Ely vacate platted, but unimproved Street Right-of Way, described 
as: E 10th St S from S 1st Ave E, to S 3rd Ave E, Tower View Estates Addition, 
from Block 1, Lot 5, to Block 1, Lot 4 and to have City Attorney move forward with 
the Ordinance process for the ROW Vacation.  

ii. (21-27) Matter of Information from Board of Adjustment: The Board of Adjustment 
approved a Conditional Use Permit(CUP) submitted by Bruce Wheelright, on 
behalf of the Ely Dog Park; proposed location of 2100 Old Airport Rd (South East 
Field), Parcel #030-0500-00780. The CUP would allow for the use of a portion of 
the property as a Dog Park with the following conditions:  
1. Follow all rules and regulations of the lease agreement established by the city 

of Ely 
2. Require a minimum of a 4-foot fence around the outer perimeter of the dog 

park 
3. The Ely Dog Park non-profit is responsible for the mowing and general 

maintenance of the field, including trash, dog waste, and providing a portable 
restroom 

4. Hours of operation, dawn to dusk 
5. Alcohol, cannabis/cannabinoid, and tobacco use and possession are prohibited  
6. Any modifications to the land other than already approved, must first seek city 

approval 
7. The dog park organization must demonstrate the liability being sufficient 

insurance 
8. It is desired that dogs are vaccinated and up to date on those vaccinations 
9. Defined age usage of the park, under 8 years old are not allowed to use the 

park, age 8 to 16 may use the park under adult supervision 
iii. (21-27) Recommendation from the Board of Adjustment to waive the conditional 

use permit application fee due to the non-profit status of the Ely Dog Park. 
($250.00) 

iv. (28-32) Recommendation from Planning and Zoning to approve the two ordinance 
updates regarding the definitions of Camping area/RV Park and Resort and to 
have Attorney Klun update the ordinances. 
 

e. (33-42) Ely Utilities Commission (EUC) 
i. Recommendation from EUC to approve attendance to the Northeast Water 

Operator School in Grand Rapids, MN April 15-17, 2025.  
ii. (35-42) Recommendation from EUC to move forward with the rate 

recommendations from the Rates Committee with an amendment to the sewer 
fixed rate. The sewer fixed rate will be increased by $1.00 instead of $2.00 as 
noted in the recommendations from the Rates Committee and to schedule a Public 
Hearing for March 18, 2025 at 5pm regarding the EUC rate recommendations.  

iii. Recommendation from EUC to approve $6,465.50 payment to InControl for 
SCADA work at the Water Treatment Plant.  
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f. (43-44) Sanitation Committee  
i. Recommendation from Sanitation Committee to not advance the dumpster 

ordinance as presented from Planning and Zoning.  
ii. Recommendation from Sanitation Committee to have the Spring Clean Up days on 

May 2nd and 3rd.  
 

g. (45-47) Range Association of Municipalities and Schools (RAMS) 
 

h. Other Committee Meetings 
 

 
9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. Clerk-Treasurer 
 

B. Fire Chief  
 

C. Library Director 
 

D. Police Chief 
 

E. City Attorney    
i. (48-71) 2nd Reading Ordinance 388 An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, 

Amending the City Code, Chapter 11, Entitled Land Use Regulation (Floodplain) 
ii. (72-82) Note and Mortgage for Kannas Real Estate LLC for the Commercial 

Renovation Loan at 224 E Harvey St  for $17,500 to install new energy efficient 
windows contingent on proper titling.  

iii. (83-84) 1st Reading Ordinance 389 An Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, 
Amending Chapter 20, Section 20.2.41 of the Ely City Code Regarding the Sale of 
Lots in the Plat of East Spaulding First Addition  

iv. Schedule a Public Hearing for March 18, 2025 at 4:45pm regarding Ordinance 389.  
 

F. City Engineer 
 
 
10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. (85) Letter from concerned citizen regarding Paul Kess’s appointment to the Joint Powers 
Lodging Tax Board  

B. (86-87) Letter from Abby Dare regarding support and appreciation for sharing the 
mission/values statements and her letter to the editor.  

C. (88-91) Northwoods Partners Annual Newsletter 2025 
D. (92-93) Letter from Up North Jobs – Gerald Tyler in response to Dave Holt’s request to 

appear and request.  
E. (Additions A1) Letter from the Chamber of Commerce in support of Paul Kess on the 

Joint Powers Lodging Tax Board 
F. (Additions A2) Letter from Dave Holt to Council Member Bisbee regarding WICOLA’s 

Letter of Support  
G. (Additions A3) Letter of Thanks from Riley “Ozzie” Reif regarding the Values Statement 
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11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
A. (94-101) City and EUC Claims for March 4, 2025 for $393,458.46 
B. (102-104) Pay Estimate #7 for the Ely Regional Trailhead Bldg to Max Gray Construction 

for $193,221.69. 
C. (105-106) Invoice #100901 to AE2S for General Consulting Services for $1524.00 

 
 

12. OLD BUSINESS: 
A. (107) Committee Openings - Gardner Trust Board – Laurie Kess (NLAA Board)  
B. (108-109) Draft Support Letter for WICOLA request for LCCMR Funds and Draft Letter 

Opposing the LCCMR Grant Request 
 
13. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. (110) Contract Change Order #2 for the Trailhead Site Rebid Project regarding the 
completion date.  

B. (111-116) Contract Change Order #4 for the Ely Regional Trailhead Building  
C. Consider the Residential Rehab Loan Application for Adam Bisbee at 1004 E Chapman 

St for up to $6000 to install a high efficiency propane furnace pending proper paperwork 
and fees and to direct Attorney Klun to work with the applicant and proceed with the loan 
application.  

D. (Additions A4) Resolution 2025-007 Resolution Authorizing Application for Ely Events 
Group to Apply for Raffle Permit 
 
 

14. OPEN FORUM: 
 
 

15. ADJOURN: 
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