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Regular Meeting Ely City Council  
March 18, 2025  - City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  
Mayor Omerza called the council meeting to order at 5:30pm.  
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Bisbee, and Mayor 
Omerza 
ABSENT: Council Member Campbell 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the minutes from the March 4, 2025 Regular Council 
Meeting and March 4, 2025 Public Hearing on Ordinance 388. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Campbell Absent.  
 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
A. Additions 6.D. Approve council and staff to attend Celebrate Ely Event put on by the 

Chamber of Commerce on April 3rd at the Grand Ely Lodge.  
B. Additions 9.A.iv Used Hockey Boards  
C. Additions 9.A.v. Public Works Vehicle 
Debeltz/Bisbee moved to approve the addition items A-C. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Campbell Absent.  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  
Mayor Omerza stated that she attended the League of Minnesota Cities Day on the Hill and met 
with Senator Hauschild and discussed housing.  Mayor Omerza also testified to allow the ATVs 
on State Highways in smaller towns.  
Mayor Omerza also indicated that the congressionally directed funding has been shut down for 
now, we had money potentially earmarked for our Burntside Water Line Project.  We need to 
figure out how to get this passed through since our 25,000 feet water line from Burntside needs 
to be updated. Mayor Omerza thanked the EUC commissioners for working on our EUC rates.  
Roose indicated that last Tuesday and Wednesday she met with our Range Senators and 
Representatives with RAMS and brought up our Housing needs.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda.  
B. Approve council and staff to attend the League of Minnesota Annual Conference in Duluth 

on June 25-27, 2025. 
C. Approve council and staff to attend the Coalition of Greater MN Cities Summer Conference 

in Bemidji on Jule 23-25, 2025.  
D. Approve council and staff to attend Celebrate Ely Event put on by the Chamber of 

Commerce on April 3rd at the Grand Ely Lodge.  
Lahtonen/A.Forsman moved to approve the consent agenda items A-D. Motion Carried 6-
0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Standing/Special   
Library Board: Minutes included in the council packet 

 
Projects Committee 
Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to 
establish a negotiating committee to work on a lease with the Ely Chamber of Commerce 
for the current facility.  
Council members should contact the clerk’s office if they are interested in being on the 
negotiating committee.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
Roose/Lahtonen moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to 
make application to the IRRR for infrastructure funds for the utilities for the Depot 
Project. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
Roose indicated that several constituents have asked her a couple of questions.  
Roose asked to explain how the Ely International Hotel (old Community Center Building) will 
benefit the City of Ely.  
Langowski indicated that it will be on the tax rolls, and before the city was responsible for the 
snow removal and the maintenance of the building.  
Roose asked if the International Hotel and Depot Project are using any city funds?  
Langowski stated that no city funds are being used, just some city time to help with the funding.  
 
Tree Board 
Bisbee/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Tree Board to no longer 
approve requests for tapping any city trees. However, if John and his wife would like to 
tap just the four trees on the 2nd block of E Conan St that are slated for removal this 
spring, that would be fine and for John to work with Harold regarding the timeline for 
tapping and removal of the trees.  
A.Forsman indicated that this has come up each year and at some point, we limited it to local 
residents. We were trying to find the language for this before the meeting but couldn’t find the 
actual minutes where the council had indicated this. As late as 2023 we had approved Mr. 
Perkins to tap trees, but it we could not find a request where we denied anyone. Forsman 
remembers making a policy to not allow non-residents to tap trees, if we have a policy against 
this, we should not approve this for this reason.  
Bisbee stated that last spring the Tree Board  put forth to not allow the tapping of trees, but 
these four trees are going to be removed this Spring.  
Lahtonen indicated that his only concern is someone is going to see these trees tapped and 
potentially tap others around town.  
Langowski indicated that he talked to John Lindquist and he won’t be hurt if he cannot tap the 
trees. With it only being 4 trees it might not be worth it. Langowski indicated that it might be 
good to have a written policy for tapping the trees.  
A.Forsman stated that he will be voting against this.  
Motion failed 0-6-1 with A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Bisbee, and Mayor 
Omerza voted No and Campbell was Absent.  
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A.Forsman/Roose moved to request that the Tree Board have a policy about tapping the 
city boulevard trees. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
Park and Recreation Board 
Bisbee/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Park and Recreation to use 
the Board Safe Dock for the ADA compliant Kayak Launch/dock at Miners Lake.  
Langowski stated that we have been working with the DNR with this and approval of this would 
be contingent upon the DNR reimbursing us for the dock.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
Housing Redevelopment Authority: Minutes included in the council packet 

 
Donald G Gardner Humanities Trust: Minutes Included in the council packet 
Roose indicated that the application period is open now for the Gardner Trust grant program.  
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
Clerk-Treasurer 
Langowski indicated that the recycling center will get muddy at some point with the spring thaw  
and we might have to close it and put barricades around it so people do not get stuck in the 
mud. We will post it on out website and Facebook page when and if this happens.  
 
Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve hiring Josh Pohlman for Equipment Operator 
Trainee pending pre-employment physical, testing and background check. Motion 
Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
Set up a negotiating committee for Employee Union Contracts that are up in 2025.  
Langowski indicated that we can use the same committee that will be set up for the Chamber 
lease, so contact the Clerk’s Office if interested.  
 
Depot Contaminated Material Clean Up 
A.Forsman/Bisbee moved to approve going out for bids for the excavation, replacement, 
stockpiling and disposal of contaminated material from the Depot project, this will be 
funded by a DEED grant. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
Used Hockey Boards  
Langowski indicated that we have been working for a few months on this. The current boards at 
the rec center were built with volunteered labor and materials. The Hockey Boards will be 
available at the Hoyt Lakes Hockey arena and new they are around $300,000 and we would get 
them for $25,000. The replacement of the boards and paving the rink with concrete is a project 
that may take a couple years to complete with planning and funding. The purchase of the 
boards would be the first step in completing this project. Culture and Tourism funds will be 
available in July again, hopefully we will be able to get some funds from that for this project. We 
will use funds from the unrestricted fund balance to pay for these.  
Lahtonen/Debeltz moved to purchase the used hockey boards from Rink Systems for 
$25,000. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
 



Council Minutes March 18, 2025 

 

4 
 

Public Works Vehicle 
Langowski indicated that the city council approved the sale of excess city property at a previous 
council meeting. One of the vehicles is a 2008 Ford F550 4x4 dump truck chassis with a plow. 
We have found a vehicle that is available for trade that would fill a need in public works. J & A 
Enterprises has a 2011 Ford F250 4x4 extended cab pickup with a lift gate we would like to 
trade the 2008 F550 chassis and plow for.  
Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve of the trade of the City of Ely’s 2008 Ford F550 
dump truck chassis with a plow for a 2011 Ford F250 4x4 extended cap pickup with a lift 
gate.  
A.Forsman indicated that the trade gives us a more solid value than our truck going out on bid, 
this would be a good trade.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent.  
 
Fire Chief 
Chief Marshall discussed the current fire and medical calls for the Fire Department. 
Fire Department Meeting Minutes and Training  
Chief Marshall indicated that they had all the ladders tested last week and all of them passed.  
Chief Marshall stated that burning permits are now required with the loss of snow and spring 
warm up. 
 
Library Director 
2024 Minnesota Public Library Annual Report and Library Usage Groups by Circulation Report 
Library Director Heinrich stated that if anyone has any questions on the annual reports to let her 
know.  
Library Director Heinrich discussed current programming at the library which can be found on 
the library website. 
 
Police Chief 
Roose/Bisbee moved to Post for full time Police Officer. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with 
Campbell Absent.  
Chief Houde stated that today was Officer Barthorpe’s first day.  
On April 26th it is National Prescription Drug Take Back day – City Hall has a drop box that is 
available on normal business days from 8am-7pm and it we will be open on April 26th also.  
Langowski reminded people to NOT flush any kind of medications down the toilet or drains, it is 
not good for our sanitary sewer system.  
 
City Attorney    
Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve the Note and Mortgage for a Residential Rehab 
Loan for Adam Bisbee at 1004 E Chapman St for $6000 to install a high efficiency 
propane furnace. Motion Carried 5-0-1-1 with Campbell Absent and Bisbee Abstaining.  
 
Lahtonen/Roose moved to approve the 2nd Reading of Ordinance 389 An Ordinance of the 
City of Ely, Minnesota, Amending Chapter 20, Section 20.2.41 of the Ely City Code 
Regarding the Sale of Lots in the Plat of East Spaulding First Addition. Roll Called: 
Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – Yes, Campbell 
– Absent, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell 
Absent 
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Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the Mortgage Satisfaction for Mauro and Dafne Caruso 
recorded as Document #01337130 on July 24, 2018. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell 
Absent. 
 
Bisbee/A.Forsman moved to approve the 1st Reading of Ordinance 379 An Ordinance of 
the City of Ely, Minnesota, adding to the Ely City Code, Chapter 20, Section 20.13.26, 
Entitled Vacation of a Portion of City-Owned Property (ROW Vacation for Warren 
Johnson)  
Attorney Klun indicated that the land owner requesting the vacation will pay the fees.  
Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – 
Yes, Campbell – Absent, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 
with Campbell Absent. 
 
Debeltz/Bisbee moved to Schedule a Public Hearing regarding Ordinance 379 for April 1, 
2025 at 5pm. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent. 
 
A.Forsman/Lahtonen moved to approve the 1st Reading of Ordinance 380 An Ordinance 
adding Chapter 20.1.31 to the City Code of Ely, Minnesota, Relating to the rezoning of 
various properties.  
Roose asked if #7 Parcel #030-0500-00740 we currently have it listed for P2, this is a lot over by 
the softball fields.  Roose was thinking this might be good for Manufacturing(M).  
Langowski indicted that this area is really wet, we did have some logging done a few years ago.  
Part of the reason for it to be P is the north west corner is where the St Louis County salt 
building is, which it would be public zoning because of that.  It is not really feasible to do much 
on that land other than the corner that is already being used as public. If someone is interested 
in that land in the future, we could look at zoning it at that time.  
Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – 
Yes, Campbell – Absent, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 
with Campbell Absent. 
 
Roose/Bisbee moved to schedule a Public Hearing regarding Ordinance 380 for April 1, 
2025 at 5:15pm. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent. 
 
City Engineer 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Matter of Information 
International Dark Sky Week Proclamation  

 
CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
A. City and EUC Claims for March 18, 2025 for $106,794.59 
B. Pay Estimate #9 for the Ely Regional Trailhead Bldg to Max Gray Construction for 

$266,558.73. 
Lahtonen/Debeltz moved to approve the claims for payment items A and B. Motion 
Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 
Committee Openings – 
Bisbee/Roose move to approve the appointment of Lindsey Dare to the Park and 
Recreation Board for a mid-term seat which the term expires 1/31/2026. Motion Carried 6-
0-1 with Campbell Absent. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
2025 Ely Utilities Rate Recommendations  
Mayor Omerza indicated that we had a hearing before the council meeting for residents to 
speak.  
Lahtonen/A.Forsman moved to approve the 2025 Utility Rate Recommendations.  
A.Forsman commended the rates committee. No one wants to raise the rates, but with that we 
also have to provide infrastructure for our citizens. These rate increases are not taken lightly, we 
had an electrical consultant help us out with the electrical rates this year also.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent. 
 
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation letter for the Ely International 
Hotel for the execution of Work Scope 02-A (selective demolition) and Work Scope 02-B 
(abatement of asbestos and hazardous materials) to VCI Environmental, Inc for $381,913.  
A.Forsman indicated that this is positive to see the progress beginning on this project, lots of 
work has been done behind the scenes.  Forsman stated he is happy to see this moving 
forward.  
Langowski indicated that Mr. Stupnik has hired Max Gray Construction as their General 
Contractor.  We received 6 Bids for this project.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Campbell Absent. 
   
OPEN FORUM: None  
 
ADJOURN: 
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 6:22pm without objection.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk  


