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Regular Meeting Ely City Council Minutes  
April 1, 2025 at 5:30pm - City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Omerza called the Ely City Council Meeting to order at 5:30pm. 
  
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, and 
Mayor Omerza 
ABSENT: None 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the minutes from the March 18, 2025 Regular Council 
Meeting, March 18, 2025 Public Hearing on Ordinance 389, and March 18, 2025 Public 
Hearing on EUC Rates. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
Debeltz/ Bisbee moved to approve Additions 9.D Legionville Summer Camp Opportunity 
for Ely School Patrol. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  
Mayor Omerza indicated that April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month and read the 
proclamation from the Sexual Assault Program of Northern St. Louis County.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
Lahtonen/Roose moved to waive the readings in entirety of all ordinances and 
resolutions on tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  
Ely Chamber of Commerce – Eva Sebesta – Dark Sky Week Proclamation  
Eva Sebesta the director of the Ely Chamber of Commerce indicated that they are asking for 
support for the Dark Sky Week Proclamation, a template was included in the packet.  
Roose/Campbell moved to approve the Dark Sky Week Proclamation.  
Bisbee asked if we have the full shielded fixtures around town.  Langowski indicated that we are 
putting them in as we change out the light fixtures.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Standing/Special   
Planning and Zoning Commission 
Roose/ Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from Planning & Zoning 
Commission to proceed forward with the fuels mitigation project to create a 10-acre fuel 
break in the west end of town.  
A grant has been received from the St. Louis County Firewise. This would include the area by 
the hospital, and the new trailhead building. This will not be a clear cutting, but will remove the 
ladder fuels that would carry fires off of the ground. The intent is to create a 10-acre fuel break 
on the west end of town.  
Motion Carried Unanimously  



Council Mintes April 1, 2025 

 

2 
 

Ely Green Team: Minutes included in the council packet 
Roose indicated that they had their first meeting as the Ely Green Team and Roose is the Chair 
of the group.  
 
Ely Utilities Commission(EUC)  
Matter of Information: Recommendation from EUC to convey to the customer that the EUC 
Commission did not approve removal of the street light at 1402 N 19th Ave E.  
 
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the 
$11,075.10 purchase of 3 dehumidifiers for the Water Treatment Plant from Alden Pool. 
Motion Carried Unanimously  
 
A.Forsman/Lahtonen moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve the 
$13,370 for substation testing from Revolt Electrical Services.  
A.Forsman indicated that this is to check for weak spots in the substations, it has been about 3 
years since we have had this checked.  
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
A.Forsman/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from EUC to approve $500 
payment to Mick Shusta for the February A Operator Services at the WTP and WWTP. 
Motion Carried Unanimously.   
 
Telecommunications Advisory Board (TAB) 
Debeltz/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from TAB to approve the invoice 
for additional filming for February totaling $500 to be paid to Ely Area Television. Motion 
Carried Unanimously.   
 
Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from TAB to renew Todd Crego’s 
contract for another two-year term with a monthly rate of $1750 and an hourly rate not to 
exceed an additional $600 per month for additional filming of events and meetings.   
Langowski indicated that his is funded by the franchise fees that are paid by the subscribers to 
Midco. 
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from TAB to submit the support 
letters to the legislatures concerning franchise fees to support public access television 
stations.  
Langowski indicated that efforts are being made to collect franchise fees from internet 
subscribers. Langowski indicated that communication was received from the MN Association of 
Community Telecommunications Administrators concerning the issue with cable subscribers 
cutting their cable service and using internet streaming services to watch franchise supported 
public access. This is causing a reduction in franchise fees to operate these services. This is the 
exact issue we knew would happen and the reason you need to subscribe to Midco Cable to get 
our programming. An effort is being made to add franchise requirements to data services. This 
would provide revenue from data subscribers to allow for the streaming of meetings on the 
internet. Crego’s wage is paid for by Midco subscribers that pay a franchise fee.  
Motion Carried Unanimously. 
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Employee Relations (ER) 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from ER to approve the 
temporary part time list for seasonal workers including: Wayne Bach – WTP/WWTF, 
Steve Lampman – Utilities/WTP/WWTP, Gunnar Hart – Utilities, Alex Merriman – Utilities, 
Cade Chittum – Public Works, Kohner Baltich – Public Works, Brady Eaton- Public 
Works, Bennett Leeson – Public Works, Jim Kappes – Cemetery, and Jeanie Zaverl – 
Cemetery. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Debeltz/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from ER to approve Council 
members Roose, Lahtonen, Mayor Omerza and EUC Commissioner Colarich to the City 
negotiating Committee with Clerk Langowski and Attorney Klun also participating. 
Motion Carried Unanimously.   
 
Range Association of Municipalities & Schools: Minutes Included in the Council Packet.  
Campbell indicated that on April 7th Campbell and Roose will be attending the Ranger Reception 
with RAMS.  

 
Roose discussed the potential for the new International Mosquito Center in Whiteside Park and 
also reminded everyone that it is April 1st today. Roose thanked the many people that were 
behind this and thanked everyone for sharing on social media. Ely received some great 
recognition again for this April Fools campaign.  
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
Clerk-Treasurer 
 
Fire Chief  
Chief Marshall discussed the Fire and Medical calls that the Ely Fire Department and First 
Responders went on.  
Marshall indicated that he had a meeting with the DNR and other emergency officials to discuss 
the upcoming fire season, the meeting was very well attended. The college also conducted a 
prescribed burn today on Savoy Road, that went really well, we had a fire truck there in case.  
Marshall reminded everyone that burning permits are needed when we do not have 3 inches of 
snow.  
 
Library Director 
Library Director Heinrich discussed the upcoming programs at the Library which can be found 
on the Library Website.  
 
Police Chief 
Legionville Summer Camp Opportunity for Ely School Patrol 
Chief Houde indicated that Officer Olson has been working with the school patrol and the 
school.  We currently have 40 students in school patrol. We are sponsoring the tuition for 2 boys 
and 2 girls to attend Legionville camp this summer from the Cops and Kids funds.  
Houde also indicated that interviews for another Police Officer will be next Tuesday with the 
Police Commission 
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City Attorney    
A.Forsman/Campbell moved to approve the Revised 2nd Reading Ordinance 389 An 
Ordinance of the City of Ely, Minnesota, Amending Chapter 20, Section 20.2.41 of the Ely 
City Code Regarding the Sale of Lots in the Plat of East Spaulding First Addition.  
Attorney Klun indicated that we found a couple errors from the transfer from the old original 
ordinance that did not get into the new ordinance No. 389 including the prices of the lots that 
have already been sold and the information regarding generators. This is the final reading of the 
ordinance.  
Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – 
Yes, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
Lahtonen/Debeltz moved to approve the 2nd Reading Ordinance 379 An Ordinance of the 
City of Ely, Minnesota, adding to the Ely City Code, Chapter 20, Section 20.13.26, Entitled 
Vacation of A Portion of City-Owned Property (ROW Vacation for Warren Johnson)  
Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – 
Yes, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
Campbell/A.Forsman moved to approve the 2nd Reading Ordinance 380 An Ordinance 
adding Chapter 20.1.31 to the City Code of Ely, Minnesota, Relating to the rezoning of 
various properties. Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, 
Debeltz – Yes, Roose – Yes, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. 
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
City Engineer 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Matter of Information  

• Press Release from Arrowhead Transit Show Ridership Growth in 2024 

• St Louis County Household and Business Hazardous Waste Collection days for 202 
- Household - Ely Joint Public Works Facility June 12th from 10am – 2pm  
- Household – Northwoods Transfer Station August 28th from 10am-2pm 
- Business – Northwoods Transfer Station June 5th from 11am-3pm 

• Take it to the Box – Pharmaceutical collections  
 

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
A. City and EUC Claims for April 1, 2025 for $392,565.23 
B. Ely Community Resource 2nd Quarter Payment of $5,637.50  
Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the Claims for Payment items A and B. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Campbell/Bisbee moved to approve the Amendment to Listing Contract between the City 
of Ely and Keller Williams Classic Realty Jim Burke – Extension for Lots 9 and 10 in 
Block 1 of East Spaulding Addition till April 21, 2026. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
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Lahtonen/Roose moved to approve Resolution 2025-008 Resolution Authorizing Water, 
Sewer, and Electric Rate Increase. Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, 
Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – Yes, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor 
Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
Roose/Bisbee moved to approve the Temporary Liquor License for Ely Folk School for 
May 7, 2025 at Semer’s Park Beach for their annual Spring Bonfire. Motion Carried 
Unanimously.  

 
Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the request from the Ely Events Group to consider the 
4th of July Parade Route and to work with Clerk Langowski on the route since Harvey 
Street will be reconstructed this year and to have the police department secure 
necessary permits and to consider the 4th annual Rock the Park event in Whiteside Park 
on July 5th from 4-11pm.  
Invitation to the City Council, Ely Police Department, and Ely Fire Department to 
participate in the 2025 4th of July Events.   
Motion Carried Unanimously.  
 
OPEN FORUM: None 
 
ADJOURN: 
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 6:16pm without objection.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk 


