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Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
June 3, 2025 -Minutes  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Omerza called the council meeting to order at 5:30pm.   
 
PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Campbell, Bisbee, and Mayor 
Omerza 
ABSENT: Council Member Roose 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Debeltz/Lahtonen moved to approve the minutes from the May 20, 2025 Regular Council 
Meeting. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent.  
 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
A. Additions 9. E. iv. Subordination Agreement for the Residential Rehab Loan for Thomas 

Teigen dated May 22, 2025 as Document No. 01511005.  
B. Additions 10.E Arrowhead Coalition of Trails Gathering June 24th from 2-5pm Eveleth 

Auditorium 
C. Additions 11.D. Ely Regional Trailhead Building Pay Estimate #11 for $62,809.70 and Pay 

Estimate #12 for $23,556.38 both to Max Gray Construction.  
D. Additions 10.E. Ely International Hotel Pay Estimate #2 for $212,716.59 to Max Gray 

Construction 
Campbell/Debeltz moved to accept the additions A-D. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose 
Absent. 
 
Lahtonen/Campbell moved to Omit under Committee Reports Ely Green Team 
Subcommittee and under New Business RETAP Assessment Waiver Form for Ely City 
Hall, Ely Wastewater Treatment Plant, and Ely Water Treatment Facility.  
Mayor Omerza indicated that the Ely Green Team runs under the Projects Committee so this 
should go to projects first before coming to the council.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent. 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
Mayor Omerza indicated that she attended the Memorial Service at the Ely Cemetery, the 
service was very nice and the cemetery looked beautiful.  
Mayor Omerza reminded everyone that schools is out and we have a lot of people in town again 
for summer, slow down and be aware of pedestrians and kids on bikes, scooters etc. Harvey 
Street is now closed for construction we need to be aware of the routes we are taking around 
town and watch out for others.  
Mayor Omerza stated that the Housing Project should be able to get started now, the IRRR 
voted to give and additional  $3,737,2024 for a total of $4,587,204 to go towards the Housing 
Project. Thanks to Clerk Langowski, John Fedo, and HRA Director Kristen Zobitz for attending 
the IRRR meeting.  
Mayor Omerza thanked to everyone that worked the water main break on Friday night.  
Langowski indicated that we had a main water line break on our 10” line that comes from the 
water plant to the water tower. This shows the importance of our Burntside water supply line 
project that we have been promoting and pushing on to our legislatures for a few years now.  
We did not have a water outage because of this; the utilities and public works workers were able 
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to isolate the break. Langowski indicated that we have a 10” and 12” line that feeds the water 
tower. Langowski thanked the utilities and public works workers for coming in late at night to 
isolate the break. We were able to replace the approximate seven-foot portion of the 10” line 
that had the break in it yesterday. The break was near the trail that goes down to Semer’s Park 
beach that goes along West Shagawa Road. The line is all back up and operational, and 
hopefully the congressionally spending money will come through that we have requested 
through our Senators and Congressmen’s Office.  Hopefully that money will come through and 
we will be able to go out for bids this year and starting the work at the beginning of next year. 
Thanks to the quick actions of the staff for responding to this water line break late on a Friday 
night when several of the workers had high school graduation that same evening for their kids.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
Debeltz/Campbell moved to waive the readings in entirety of all ordinances and 
resolutions on tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent.  

 
REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  
Margaret Egan and Pam Turnbull co-chairs of HPC- Heritage Preservation Commission Update 
Egan indicated that they are trying to make the HPC and its mission more visible. They have 2 
vacant seats on the commission and they would like to get the word out about the exciting and 
innovative things that the HPC does, they are not just about old stuff.  
Turnbull discussed the Tour Ely Brochure and launching of the www.tourely.visitelymn.org. HPC 
has had great success with the Historic  Walking Tour that Celia Domich has put together, but 
they wanted to expand to more of the Ely area. This was a project that HPC could not have 
done on their own with limited resources and expertise. Last fall Egan and Turnbull were able to 
attend the Preserve MN conference in Red Wing, which was important to connect with other 
HPCs from around the state to learn from each other. During one of the break-out sessions they 
learned about historic tours in other towns.  HPC has been working with the Ely Tourism Bureau 
on the Tour Ely Brochure and website that goes along with the tour. HPC would like to thank all 
the individuals and groups that helped put this together: the Ely Area Tourism Bureau, Ely 
Chamber of Commerce, Ely-Winton Historical Society, and the Department of Iron Range 
Resources & Rehabilitation.  
Egan indicated that they just finished the 2nd season of History Happy Hour which delves into 
the history of the area with pint-sized stories that are informative & entertaining, that are led by 
Jess Edberg. Egan discussed the HPC’s Mission, which has four pieces to it and only one part 
of their mission is on the city website, they are hoping to get the other portions on the website 
soon. Egan discussed some of their challenges and opportunities in the future.  Egan indicated 
that they are excited to be a part of the grand opening for the Ely Regional Trailhead Building, 
and they are working with the MN Digital Library Services for the oral histories and videos. They 
are looking forward to having the HPC’s information refreshed on the City’s website and have 
been trying to recruit for the 2 vacancies on the HPC Commission. Egan indicated that with the 
2026 budget requests, she feels like the council is missing the opportunity to engage with the 
commissions, she feels the council needs to ask the commissions what kind of projects they 
may have, which should be seen as an opportunity not a burden and to encourage the 
commissions to be involved in the budgeting process. Egan stated that we cannot ignore 
training the commission members, even if it is just a once-a-year training.   
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Standing/Special   
Ely Economic Development Authority(EEDA): Minutes included in the council packet 

  
Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC): Minutes included in the council packet 

 

Cemetery Committee: Minutes included in the council packet 
 
Planning and Zoning Commission(P&Z) 
Bisbee/Lahtonen moved to table the recommendation from P&Z to accept the 
Recreational Camping Area/RV Park and Resort Definitions Ordinance as proposed. 
(Ordinance will be brought forward in July along with the Permissible Uses List.) Motion 
Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent. 
 
Omitted - Ely Green Team Subcommittee 
Matter of Information: Mission Statement - Function as a conduit between the Ely City 
Administration, the Community of Ely, and the surrounding area by planning and promoting the 
GreenStep City Initiative, advancing sustainability, environmental stewardship and climate 
resilience, and by communicating on a regular basis to inform Ely Area residents for the plans 
for future sustainable goals as we operationalize the GreenStep program. 
Ely’s GreenStep Short-Term Goals –  

• Application to the RETAP assessment program 

• Evaluation of the current recycle and solid waste processes in the community and creation of 
a proposal to improve  

• Strategically place air quality monitors in at least six locations within the city limits to 
determine levels of air pollution during winter heating months and report finds to the Ely City 
Council for debate and action 

 
Range Association of Municipalities & Schools (RAMS): Minutes included in the council packet 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
Clerk-Treasurer 
Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve the additional Summer Workers in Utility 
Department – Jesse Oelke and Jason Kalar. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent. 
 
Langowski indicated that Harvey Street is going to be milled from Central to 4th Avenue tomorrow, 
no parking is allowed on Harvey Street.  If you have any questions or concerns about parking let 
Langowski or Chief Houde know.  

   
Fire Chief  
Chief Marshall discussed the fire and medical calls that the Ely Fire Department and First 
Responders went on.  
Marshall indicated that we are still in high fire danger for our area, campfires are allowed, but no 
other open burning is allowed.  
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Library Director 
Library Director Heinrich discussed the upcoming programs at the library which can be found on 
the Library Website.  
Heinrich also indicated that the stained-glass windows in the library will be down for the duration 
of the Harvey Street Project.  
 
Police Chief 
Chief Houde indicated that it is getting very busy in town.  Today was the first day of Farmers 
Market, also Little League is going on and construction on Harvey Street, remember to SLOW 
DOWN and watch for people.  
 
City Attorney    
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the Note and Mortgage for the Residential Rehab 
Loan for Eric Glasson and Lacey Squier at 417 W Shagawa Rd for $7750 to fix the 
drainage and foundation of the house and to replace the front steps. Motion Carried 6-0-1 
with Roose Absent. 
 
Bisbee/Campbell moved to approve the Amendment to Listing Contract for Keller 
Williams Classic Realty NW- Ely – Lori Schulze. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent. 
 
Lahtonen/A.Forsman moved to approve the Mortgage Satisfaction for Myron J 
Tinklenberg recorded as Document No. 01096927 on October 23, 2008. Motion Carried 6-
0-1 with Roose Absent. 
 
Debeltz/Bisbee moved to approve the Subordination Agreement for the Residential 
Rehab Loan for Thomas Teigen dated May 22, 2025 as Document No. 01511005. Motion 
Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent. 
 
City Engineer 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Matter of Information 
- Correspondence from Arrowhead Transit regarding new bus routes connecting Ely to 

Virginia and access across the Iron Range.  
- Household Hazardous Waste Collection at the Ely Joint Public Works Facility June 12, 2025 

from 10am-2pm.  
- Business Hazardous Waste Collection at the Northwoods Transfer Station June 5, 2025 from 

11am-3pm 
- Information regarding Take it to the Box Pharmaceutical Collections  
- Arrowhead Coalition of Trails Gathering June 24th from 2-5pm Eveleth Auditorium 
 
CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
A. City and EUC Claims for June 3, 2025 for $266,400.95 
B. Trailhead Site Rebid Partial Pay Estimate #3 to Mesabi Bituminous Inc for $129,953.59 
C. Harvey Street Project Pay Request #1 to St. Louis County for $548,743.25 
D. Ely Regional Trailhead Building Pay Estimate #11 for $62,809.70 and Pay Estimate #12 for 

$23,556.38 both to Max Gray Construction.  
E. Ely International Hotel Pay Estimate #2 for $212,716.59 to Max Gray Construction 
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Lahtonen/Bisbee moved to accept the claims for payment items A-E.  
Bisbee asked that the pay request for the Harvey Street Project is 95% of our project cost, so 
we will only have 5% left to pay afterwards. Langowski indicated that we are in a cooperative 
agreement with St Louis County on this project. The council had already approved to pay our 
portion through this agreement; we pay upfront then the work is done.  After this invoice is 
approved, we will submit it to our funding agencies IRRR and CDBG to get our grant funds for 
this project, and St Louis County will pay the contractors.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Campbell/Bisbee moved to approve Resolution 2025-010 Resolution Authorizing 
Application for Ely Arts and Heritage Center to Apply for Raffle Permit. Roll Called: 
Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – Absent, 
Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose 
Absent 
 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve Resolution 2025-011 Resolution Authorizing 
Application for Sportsmen for the Boundary Waters to Apply for a Raffle Permit  
Lahtonen asked who the Sportsmen for the Boundary Waters is and stated that we should know 
who they are before we give them a permit.  
A.Forsman indicated that it would need to be a non-profit if they are filing for a gambling permit 
through the state, whether or not we support their mission, they should have the ability to ask for 
this permit.  
Lahtonen indicated that we should know who they are and what they are using the funds for.  
Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-No, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – 
Absent, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 5-1-1 
with Lahtonen voting No and Roose Absent 
 
Omitted RETAP Assessment Waiver Form for Ely City Hall, Ely Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
and Ely Water Treatment Facility 
 
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve Young Life’s request for In-Kind Services from the 
City of Ely for their 4th of July activities in Whiteside Park.  
Mayor Omerza indicated that she hopes they will help in picking up and emptying the trash 
containers in the park during the 4th Activities.  
Motion Carried 5-1-1 with Lahtonen voting No and Roose Absent 
 
OPEN FORUM: None  
 
ADJOURN:  
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 6:20pm without objection.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk 
 


