
Public Hearing  
June 17, 2025 5:00pm  
City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
Call To Order: 
Mayor Omerza called the Public Hearing to order at 5pm.  
 
PRESENT: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee 
and Mayor Omerza 
ABSENT: None 
 
Purpose:  
The Hearing pursuant to Ely City Code Section 10-22 Subdivision 10 Abatement, to 
determine or abate blight or blighting factors at the property located at 45 E Boundary 
St, Ely, MN 55731. 
 
Building Official Whitney indicated that in September 2023 a fire took place at 45 E 
Boundary St.  Damage to the house included the floor joists, damage to the electrical 
system, heating system, the house was smoked up and windows were broken amongst 
other things. A letter was sent in October of 2023 and several other letters have been 
sent since then. Whitney indicated that at that time Gillson had not had any building 
contactors do the work and permits were not pulled. Recently there was water damage 
from a freeze up in the house.  Currently the water and power to the house are off. Last 
July a stop work order was issued when work was happening without a permit. The 
permit history that we have is a Mechanical permit was pulled in October 2024, but no 
inspection was had, we do not know if the furnace was installed properly or not.   A 
plumbing permit was pulled in October 2024 to turn the water on and to test the pipes, 
but no inspection was had. A state electrical permit was issued in October 2024 to 
update the service, but the electrician was unable to complete the work. Things that we 
are looking to be completed is to get a contractor in there to assess the damages and 
apply for permits, that has not been completed. Removal of personal property from the 
interior of the structure, Whitney indicated that some of that has been done. Repair the 
damaged drywall, flooring, and other materials and remove down to the studs as 
necessary, this has not been completed. We have no record of getting the house dried 
out with water extraction crews. We have no record of the house being properly cleaned 
of smoke, and soot or having the house deodorized to remove the lingering smoke 
odors. The house must also be sanitized to halt any mold growth. Replacing the 
electrical, replacing and repainting drywall, replacing flooring materials and other 
fixtures, we have no record of any of this being done. So far, we have not received a 
building permit application for repair of the house and we are approaching 2 years later.  
A.Forsman asked if the building is secured currently and if Whitney has been able to get 
into the building to inspect.  
Whitney indicated that the building is secure, but he has not been allowed in to inspect.  
Whitney indicated that workers are able to go into the building from 8-4:30pm to work. 
Jason Gillson property owner at 45 E Boundary Street – Gillson indicated that he is 
currently out on furlough from NERCC, he is in custody until August 5th where he is 
going through a treatment program. Gillson stated that he and his step father Mark 
Herman are owners of the property. Gillson indicated that he is working hard on his 
treatment program and he wants to get his life back on track. In February 2025 Gillson 



Public Hearing Minutes June 17, 2025 

stated that he violated probation and has been incarcerated since then. Gillson 
indicated that he has spent $17,000 on a new furnace, $2000 on plumbing, $11,000 on 
the electrical, and $1500 on the windows. Gillson stated that he did not get a permit for 
the windows. Gillson asked the council, where it stands today his incarceration ends on 
August 5th and he would like the opportunity to complete the work.  Gillson indicated 
that he will follow the guidelines in the future by hiring the appropriate contractors after 
he gets out. Gillson stated that he could have the work completed by November 1st.  He 
stated that he would like opportunities to get his life back on track and would like for the 
council to give him a chance to repair his house.  
A.Forsman indicated that Building Official Whitney works for the City of Ely and 
Forsman said he will fully support whatever Mr. Whitney requests of Gillson. Our main 
goal is to get this property to be a respectable house in the community. At the last 
hearing Gillson indicated that he was going to get these things done. You have stated 
that you have some things completed, but we have ordinances and rules for a reason. 
Forsman indicated that our goal it to get this property to livable conditions again, and we 
don’t need to be jerked around either. Forsman asked how can we be ensured that this 
will get fixed this time.  
Gillson stated that he is in a much better place now than he was back then, he 
apologizes for his erotic behavior in the past. Gillson stated that he is a sober person 
now and is working towards either fixing up the house or selling the house. Gillson 
indicated that he would hope to get the house repaired by November 1st.  
Lahtonen asked Gillson if he has the financial means to be able to fix the house, he 
already put $50,000 into some of the repairs? 
Gillson indicated that he does have the financial means to fix the house.  
A.Forsman stated that one of the issues that was had is you violated the hours of 
access to the house. You are only allowed to be in the house to work on it during certain 
hours of the day.  When you are released and the house is still uninhabitable what is 
your plan since you cannot live in the house?  
Gillson indicated that he did not follow the rules before, he did stay there some of the 
time, but spent a lot of time at his girlfriend’s house. Gillson stated he was not in the 
right frame of mind and it was part of his chemical dependency at the time. In the future, 
he will follow the rules, he is a healthier person now. Gillson stated that he might rent 
something nearby, or maybe have his probation transferred to the county where his 
parents live to live with his parents as long as contractor would do the repair.  In the 
past he was trying to do a lot of the repairs himself to save money.  
Attorney Klun asked about the health and safety of others, on page 60 and 61 of the 
Public Hearing Packet shows pictures of an electric space heater atop of a fabric couch 
and a forced air-kerosene heater next to a gas stove along with 2 other electric space 
heaters within a wood cabinet enclosure. This is not safe to be heating an interior area, 
our concern is not only getting the house repaired, but the health and safety of the 
community if there would be another fire.  
Gillson indicated the heater was brought in that day, when he was in treatment.  Gillson 
indicated that he was keeping the house warm with a wood stove in the basement. The 
people that were watching his house did not keep it warm, so the pipes ended up 
freezing. Gillson stated that he brought them in because everything was frozen. In the 
report it states that he had all the burners going on the stove, Gillson stated that he was 
just trying to bring heat into the house temporarily.  Gillson understands that was not the 
best choice that he made.  
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Lahtonen asked when you come back to the community you are going to gravitate back 
towards the people you were hanging around before. Today you are here with your 
parents and a support system, how are you going to come back and start your life over? 
Most people fail when they come back to the same community that they had the 
problems in.  
Gillson indicated that he is no longer with the girlfriend anymore. He is working with his 
case worker to become a better person and to be a success. He wants to be mandated 
to be tested often when he gets out, and wants to be held accountable.  He admitted he 
made bad choices for several years. He wants to do an aftercare program and a 
continue to work towards his recovery.  
Roose indicated that one of the first steps of the plan would be to allow Building Official 
Whitney into and complete an initial inspection to see if it is feasible to do the repairs.  
Whitney indicated that that we would want a licensed contractor at the property along 
with Whitney.  
Roose asked if Gillson has a plan to be able to meet with Whitney and a licensed 
contractor at the property.  
Gillson indicated that Whitney is more than welcome into the house and Gillson indicted 
that he will correct anything that needs to get done.   
Bisbee asked if Gillson feels capable of taking on a house renovation at this stage of his 
life along with going through recovery.  
Gillson indicated that there is not as much that needs to be done, once Whitney goes in 
the house, he will see that a lot of things have been completed and a lot less damage 
happened.  The fire that was in the house was contained to a small portion of the 
basement and the water damage was not that bad from the frozen pipes.  
Campbell asked if Gillson had family members or anyone to be fiscally be responsible, 
or to help him onsite with the contractors.  
Gillson indicated that his step father Mark Herman and his mother are supporting him. 
There is not as much that needs to be repaired as it states in the report, Building Official 
Whitney is welcome in the home to see what needs to get done.  
Mark Herman indicated that he has spent several days cleaning up the outside of the 
house and he is planning on helping with the inside the best he can. Currently the water 
and electric are turned off and once Gillson gets out of jail he can clean out the house.  
Whitney asked Gillson if he currently has home owners’ insurance on the property? 
Gillson indicated that he does not have insurance.  
Whitney asked if Gillson is able to get insurance on the house to be able to cover the 
City and the workers that are on the property?  Gillson indicated that he believes he 
could.  
Whitney stated that Gillson has said that he has a cost estimate from the insurance on 
the damages how come you have not provided that to the City so we know what the 
scope of the work is?  
Gillson indicated that he has trust issues with Whitney, but would be happy to share 
anything with Whitney at this point.  
 
Adjourn 
Mayor Omerza adjourned the Public Hearing at 5:30pm without objection.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk 
 


