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Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
July 1, 2025 -Minutes  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Omerza called the council meeting to order at 5:30pm.  
  
Present: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Campbell, Bisbee, and Mayor 
Omerza 
Absent: Council Member Roose  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Debeltz/Bisbee moved to approve the minutes from the June 17, 2025 Public Hearing on 
45 E Boundary Street and the Regular Council Meeting. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose 
Absent.  
 
ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  
A. Additions 9.A. Award FRTP grant for the Prospectors Loop for ATV Maintenance Equipment 
B. Additions 9.D Charles Petersen completed 1 year probation  
C. Additions 11.B Pay Estimate #13 for the Ely Regional Trailhead Bldg to Max Gray 

Construction for $141,792.24 
D. Additions 13.A Resolution 2025-014 Resolution Authorizing Application for Ely Arts and 

Heritage Center to Apply for Raffle Permit 
Bisbee/Debeltz moved to approve the additions A-D. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose 
Absent.  

 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  
Mayor Omerza stated that herself, Council Members Campbell and Bisbee and Clerk Langowski 
attended the League of Minnesota Cities Annual Conference in Duluth last week. A lot was 
learned and they built many relationships with other cities.  
Mayor Omerza and Council Member Campbell attended the Puddlejumper Pocket Park Ribbon 
cutting. This space has turned into a really neat space in the downtown.  Brad Pearce from 
OzFab made a Beaver Floatplane that kids can climb on for the Pocket Park.  
Mayor Omerza also attended the dedication for the two sculptures in Whiteside Park that were 
donated by Dr. Bill and Holly Rom that are in Memory of the Ely Wilderness Canoe Guides.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda 
B. Approve Council and Staff to attend the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities Regional 

Meeting in Hibbing on July 9th from 5pm-7pm.  
Lahtonen/Debeltz moved to approve the consent agenda items A and B. Motion Carried 
6-0-1 with Roose Absent.  
 
REQUESTS TO APPEAR: None  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Standing/Special   
Ely Economic Development Authority (EEDA): Minutes included in the Council Packet 
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Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z) 
Campbell/Bisbee moved to approve the recommendation from P&Z to have the city 
attorney look over the proposed Interim Use Permit (IUP) ordinance changes and draft 
new ordinance language.  
Langowski indicated that at the League conference they had a session on planning and 
organizing large events.  
Campbell left the meeting at 5:42pm 
Motion Carried 6-0-2 with Roose and Campbell Absent  
Campbell returned to the meeting at 5:44pm  
 
Debeltz/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from P&Z to approve the 
proposed permissible uses changes as presented for RV/Camping and Resort, and 
Tattoo Shops. (1st reading of ordinance is under City Attorney).  
A.Forsman suggested on Ordinance 390 Subd 43 to remove the last line that “Occupancy shall 
not exceed 14 consecutive days unless approved by CUP.” Forsman indicated that every RV 
park that he has seen it is very common to have people stay seasonally. You have the seasonal 
people that want to spend 6 months up here and 6 months in Arizona for example, and these 
are people that you do not want to discourage to come here.  
Campbell asked how many RV sites is this for?  
Langowski indicated that this is not talking about a specific RV park just in general what the 
ordinance would say.  
Attorney Klun indicated that the language regarding the14 days is something that came directly 
from Planning and Zoning to add this further restriction into the ordinance. This is something 
during the 1st and 2nd reading that we can change in the ordinance if the council choses.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent.  
 
Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC): Minutes included in the Council Packet 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
Clerk-Treasurer 
Award FRTP grant for the Prospectors Loop for ATV Maintenance Equipment 
Langowski stated that we have been working with the Prospectors Loop, they applied for 
additional funding for maintenance equipment and they were successful. They are also applying 
for additional money from the regional trail funding to be able to match this to go towards the 
purchase of a Dump Truck to be able to maintain the trails.  
Debeltz/Campbell moved to accept the FRTP grant for the Prospectors Loop for ATV 
Maintenance Equipment. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent.  
 
Fire Chief  
Chief Marshall discussed the fire and medical calls that the Ely Fire Department and First 
Responders went on. Chief Marshall indicated that two of the fire calls were for lines down in 
town, and one was a live line.  If you see a line down and are questioning whether it is an 
electric line or not call 911, do not go near it.  
Chief Marshall indicated that the fire department is continuing to train on the 3rd Thursdays and 
sometimes on the 1st Wednesday of the month and will be out and about in the community doing 
the trainings.  If you see them out training feel free to come and say Hi.  
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Chief Marshall stated that the Fire Department is getting ready for the big 4th weekend with the 
parade, fireworks, and selling beverages at Rock the Park.  
 
Library Director 
Library Director Heinrich discussed the upcoming programs at the library which can be found on 
the Library Website.  
 
Police Chief 
A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve Charles Petersen’s completion of his 1-year 
probation. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent. 
Chief Houde discussed the 4th of July Parade and putting chairs out ahead of time, remember to 
respect the right of way.  The parade route and line up area will have no parking after midnight 
on it, so the Police Department can make sure the route is clear by the morning.  
Officer Courtney Olson indicated that she is working on planning Ely’s first National Night Out on 
August 5th. Olson discussed that National Night Out is a community event that brings police and 
neighbors together. They are planning on inflatables for the kids, a dunk tank, yard games, face 
painting, the patrol cars will be on display and several other things. Farmers market is also that 
night so there will be additional Food Trucks and activities in the park for that. Many other things 
are in the works for a fun night in the park, stay tuned for more information.  
 
City Attorney    
Lahtonen/Bisbee moved to approve the Quit Claim Deed for Jennifer L Keis at Lot 3, 
Block 1, East Spaulding First Addition to extinguish the reversionary interest.  
Attorney Klun stated that Keis is selling the property and this will place the reversionary on the 
new owner.  
Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent. 
 
A.Forsman/Bisbee moved to approve the 1st Reading Ordinance 390 An Ordinance of the 
City of Ely, Minnesota, Amending and Adding to the Ely City Code Chapter 11.01 
Attorney Klun indicated that she would propose that the council approve this as presented and 
then between the 1st and 2nd readings any changes can be made. Klun indicated that with the 
discussion from earlier, she checked the MN State Statute and it is a MN DNR standard that the 
DNR uses within their campgrounds, we can certainly make the change to take out the 14-day 
language. Attorney Klun indicated that we can have the change in the ordinance for the next 
meeting for the 1st reading we should approve as.  
Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – 
Absent, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 
with Roose Absent 
 
Bisbee/Debeltz moved to Schedule a public hearing for July 15, 2025 at 5:15pm regarding 
Ordinance 390 & Ordinance 391. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent.  
 
A.Forsman/Bisbee moved to approve the 1st Reading Ordinance 391 An Ordinance of the 
City of Ely, Minnesota, Revising the Ely City Code Chapter 11, Section 40 Conditional 
Uses. Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, 
Roose – Absent, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 
6-0-1 with Roose Absent 



Council Minutes July 1, 2025 

 

4 
 

 
Lahtonen/Debeltz moved to approve Resolution 2025-012 Resolution and Order of the 
City of Ely – A Resolution and Order of the City of Ely, Minnesota, Declaring the Real 
Property at 45 East Boundary Street Blight Pursuant to the Ely City Code 
Attorney Klun stated that she made the changes to the order from the council discussions at the 
last meeting regarding this property. Klun made the changes staying the current penalties and 
fines on the condition that the property owners Gillson and Herman comply with our request.  
They are to pull a building permit and work with a licensed contractor.  
A.Forsman asked Building Official Whitney if he has had any interaction with the homeowners 
since the last meeting.   
Whitney indicated that on June 4th he received a call from Jason Gillson. At that time Gillson 
claimed that he had a property claim estimate from the insurance company, and some of the 
repair had been started by a contractor. Gillson admitted that he does not have permit on file for 
this work. The plumbing, electrical, and heating work had not been completed per Gillson. On 
June 18th Whitney called Mark Herman and left a message. On June 24th Whitney called Mark 
Herman and got no answer on that same day Whitney received a call from Jason Gillson. 
Gillson indicated that he has no interest in letting the city in the house and he is not going to 
start anything or contact any contractors until he is out of jail. Gillson then said that he was 
planning on getting an attorney and fighting this thing. Whitney indicated that at this time it 
seems as though Gillson or Herman have no interest in doing some of the things we have 
requested them to do.  
A.Forsman indicated that on page 35 of the agenda as part of the Order is #4 Collaboration with 
Authorities.  Forsman indicated that pulling the building permit and allowing for inspections is 
exactly what Collaboration with Authorities is all about. It seems like we have already seen a 
turnabout from what Gillson originally said that he would work with the Building Official and get a 
licensed contractor. We can choose to move forward without working with him if he chooses not 
to work with the city, and not stay the fines.  
Lahtonen stated that he semi agrees with Forsman, but we have also given them in this order 
until August 15, 2025 to pull a building permit and to work with a licensed contractor to have all 
the work completed by September 26, 2025.  
Langowski indicated that the conditions to stay the fines was that they were going to cooperate 
with the city. Whitney tried to call Herman the next day, and Langowski also tried to call him 
today and neither received an answer. The council made their intentions very clear that if Gillson 
and Herman were willing to comply and follow the rules, the council would work with them. 
During the hearing Gillson indicated that he would do whatever he needed to comply.  Then 
Gillson calls Whitney and indicates that he is unwilling to work with him.  
Attorney Klun stated that if Gillson or Herman do not follow through, the fines will be assessed 
to the property.  
A.Forsman indicated that in the order the condition is that a building permit is pulled by August 
15, 2025.  
Attorney Klun indicated that Gillson’s release date is August 5th, so he would have 10 days to 
pull the permit. By approving this order, time will tell, we are honorable to what we initially said 
and if they do not comply then our alternative is to assess and then to look at the building and 
the remedies needed and how those should be done.  
Mayor Omerza stated that her thoughts are with the neighbors that have to deal with this.   
A.Forsman stated that the way the order is written the house is uninhabitable and if he is there 
outside of the working hours then the police need to make an immediate move.  
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Chief Houde stated that they will document all the calls that the Police Department gets 
regarding this property.  
Attorney Klun indicated that they can forward this order to the County Attorney’s Office also.  
Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – 
Absent, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 
with Roose Absent 
 
Bisbee/Lahtonen moved to approve Resolution 2025-013 Resolution Approving a Petition 
for Order Removing Court Oversight of Trustee Appointment of the Gardner Humanities 
Trust 
Attorney Klun indicated that this comes from a request from the Gardner Trust Board. The 
Board members are appointed by the City of Ely then their names go to district court for 
approval. The cost of going to district court has become expensive and excessive for the trust. 
Their goal is to streamline this by asking the court to just have the council approve the board 
members.  
Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – 
Absent, Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 
with Roose Absent 

  
City Engineer 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Matter of Information 
Notice of Vacancy: Community Development Block Grant(CDBG) Citizen Advisory Committee 

 
CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT: 
A. City and EUC Claims for July 1, 2025 for $899,099.56 
B. Pay Estimate #13 for the Ely Regional Trailhead Bldg to Max Gray Construction for 

$141,792.24 
Lahtonen/Debeltz moved to approve the Claims for Payment items A and B. Motion 
Carried 6-0-1 with Roose Absent 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Committee Seats:  
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve Richard Stuart a non-resident to the Heritage 
Preservation Commission for a Mid Term seat Expiring 1/31/2026. Motion Carried 6-0-1 
with Roose Absent 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Campbell/Debeltz moved to approve Resolution 2025-014 Resolution Authorizing 
Application for Ely Arts and Heritage Center to Apply for Raffle Permit. Roll Called: 
Council Members A.Forsman – Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz – Yes, Roose – Absent, 
Campbell – Yes, Bisbee – Yes, and Mayor Omerza – Yes. Motion Carried 6-0-1 with Roose 
Absent 
 
 
 
 



Council Minutes July 1, 2025 

 

6 
 

OPEN FORUM: 
John Esse - 344 W Harvey St 
Esse distributed a spreadsheet with all of the IRRR grants the City of Ely has received since 
2020.  From 2020 – 2025 the city has received $11,013,562.30 in grants for various projects 
around town. The Ely area has received $19,532.766.09 from 2020 – 2025 from the IRRR, of 
that $18,500,000 was for ISD 696. Esse thanked City Clerk Langowski for putting together all 
these projects together and applying for the grant funds. Esse also discussed the BER program 
and the Taconite funding that cities on the Iron Range receives based on production.  
 
ADJOURN: 
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 6:34pm without objection.  
 
Casey Velcheff 
Deputy Clerk 


