Regular Meeting Ely City Council — City Hall, Council Chambers
July 15, 2025 — Minutes

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Omerza called the meeting to order at 5:30pm.

Present: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, and
Mayor Omerza
Absent: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve minutes from the July 1, 2025 Regular Council
Meeting. Motion Carried Unanimously

ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:

A. Addition 8.A Projects Meeting Action Items

B. Addition 13.J Joe Prioreschi resignation from Planning and Zoning Commission

C. Addition 13.K Resolution 2025-016 Resolution Authorizing City of Ely to Make Application to
and Accept Funds from IRRR FY26 Public Works Grant Program

D. Addition 13.L Resolution 2025-017 Resolution Authorizing City of Ely to Make Application to
and Accept Funds from the IRRR FY26 Culture and Tourism Grant Program

Lahtonen/Bisbee moved to approve the additions A-D. Motion Carried Unanimously.

MAYOR’S REPORT:

Mayor Omerza indicated that she attended the RAMS Mayors Meeting and the CGMC Regional
meeting which were held the same day. At the RAMS meeting they discussed some of the
struggles that other cities are having and it made her proud that Ely has already gone through
some of the struggles like childcare for example. We have a great team that gets things done.
At the CGMC meeting they discussed what happened at the legislature during the last session.
Mayor Omerza thanked the Ely Events Group for putting on the 4t of July Activities. Velcheff
(President of Ely Events Group) stated that EEG is a small group of dedicated individuals that
spends many months planning these events and thanked the group for all they do. Velcheff
thanked all the sponsors for donating to make these events happen, and to the vendors,
including the Ely Fire Relief and the Food Trucks. Velcheff also thanked the City of Ely workers
that help with the parade and getting the park ready for the 4t" Events.

Mayor Omerza discussed Northland Alert which you can sign up for on the city website under
Emergency Preparedness. 2" Assistant Chief Called explained the different sirens that go off,
the fire whistle tone goes up and down and the tornado or severe weather siren is a straight
tone.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Roose/Bisbee moved to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on
tonight’s agenda. Motion Carried Unanimously

REQUESTS TO APPEAR:

Tom Coombe — State Legion Baseball Tournament July 301" — August 2™

Coombe indicated that on July 30™" town will be invaded by 8 baseball teams from around the
state. The teams will be qualifying soon and include a lot of small towns just like ours.
Wednesday night is check in and the Banquet is at Miners Dry at 6pm. On July 315t games will
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begin and that evening their will be a Veterans Ceremony and all 8 teams will be on the field
that night. On Thursday there will be 4 games played, Friday 5 games and Saturday 3 games.
This is the 50" Anniversary of the State Legion Tournament, Ely has hosted several state
tournaments over the years. This event brings a lot of people into town and fans will be staying
in Ely and around the Iron Range. Coombe invited the council to come to the field to watch
some games or to enjoy the concession stand.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Standing/Special

Airport Commission

A.Forsman asked how many fixed based aircraft we have at the Ely Airport.

Bisbee indicated that we have 15, but 2 are questionable as to whether they are operational or
not.

Langowski indicated that general aviation has seen a decrease overtime, but we still need to
maintain the airport. The Hangers are currently 52 years old, and are getting to the point where
do we remove some of them and allow private hangers to come in.

Park and Recreation Board

Bisbee/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from Park and Rec to approve the
Dog Park Request as presented on page 15-17 of the agenda which includes a proper
double gate passage way at the main entrance, the Northwest Corner of the field where
the 7-9 foot fence has failed(Approximately 170 feet in length), Southwest Corner (12foot)
Gap that needs to be closed, and the South Gate (Approximately 30 feet) needs fencing
to the ground.

Lahtonen stated that the first time this was discussed they were going to put up a new fence,
and now they are discussing just fixing the fence.

Bisbee indicated that originally, they thought that the old fence would need to be totally changed
out, but now it looks like some of the fencing is usable.

Lahtonen stated that when the fence is installed, will a city employee go out and inspect it.
Langowski indicated that either himself or Kochendorfer would go out there to make sure it is
secure and up to city standards.

A.Forsman indicated that our lease agreement will ensure that they will keep it in working order.
Langowski indicated that the fence will be chain link.

Motion Carried Unanimously

Bisbee/Roose moved to approve the recommendation from Park and Rec to approve the
MN Power Utilities Easement as presented, but with the stipulation that the land will be
graded level, and a usable gravel space be provided to accommodate parking.

Langowski indicated that the area being cleared is across the Pioneer Road to the south. There
is an old road bed there, a parking area will not be created with this project.

Motion Carried Unanimously

Housing & Redevelopment Authority (HRA): Minutes included in the Council Packet

Ambulance Joint Powers:
A.Forsman stated that the meeting was to approve the additional SHPO requirements.
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Projects Meeting Action ltems

Roose/Debeltz moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to
approve the easement for Minnesota Powers proposed transmission line on City property
at Pioneer and CH 88. Motion Carried Unanimously

Roose/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to pay
the $3,078.36 lease for the proposed mountain bike trails at Hidden Valley. Motion Carried
Unanimously.

Roose/A.Forsman moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to
approve the proposed infrastructure plan for necessary capacity improvements be
advertised for bids near the Train Depot redevelopment project.

Langowski indicated that this is for the water line replacement for the Depot Project. They need
to put in a 6-inch line for the fire system, additional usage and improve the sewer. We will apply
for IRRR funds and any additional cost will be at the developer’s expense.

Motion Carried Unanimously

Roose/Campbell moved to approve the recommendation from Projects Committee to
authorize application to the Culture and Tourism program at the IRRR for matching funds
for the FRTP grant for ATV trail maintenance equipment. Motion Carried Unanimously

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:
Clerk-Treasurer

Fire Chief

2" Assistant Chief Ryan Callen discussed the fire and medical calls for the Ely Fire Department
and First Responders.

Callen indicated that Rock the Park over the 4t of July was a great event and thanks to all that
were involved in making it a success, including the Ely Events Group. Callen indicated that the
Blueberry Art Festival is coming up in a couple of weeks, the Fire Department will be in it selling
Pork Chops and Beverages again.

Library Director
Library Director Heinrich discussed the upcoming programs at the library which can be found on
the Library Website.

Police Chief

Chief Houde stated that the 4" events went well and ran smoothly with no major issues.

Chief Houde stated that Blueberry Arts Festival is in a couple of weeks. Reminder we will have
a lot of people coming to our community, we need to have patience and slow down. They will
have the alert system in place again, text ElyBlueberry to 888777 to get updates.

Bisbee indicated that he has seen a lot of failure to use turn signals and lots of people on cell
phones. Houde indicated that the officers are actively looking for distracted drivers.
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City Attorney
A.Forsman/Lahtonen moved to approve the 2" Reading Ordinance 390 An Ordinance of

the City of Ely, Minnesota, Amending and Adding to the Ely City Code Chapter 11.01.
A.Forsman stated that as presented this does remove the 14-day limit, which seemed to be
agreed upon by the council.

Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman — Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz — Yes, Roose —
Yes, Campbell — Yes, Bisbee — Yes, and Mayor Omerza - Yes. Motion Carried
Unanimously

A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve the 2"d Reading Ordinance 391 An Ordinance of
the City of Ely, Minnesota, Revising the Ely City Code Chapter 11, Section 40 Conditional
Uses.

Attorney Klun indicated that this is updating the Permissible and Conditional Uses List by adding
Recreational Camping Area/RV Park and Tattoo Shop.

Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman — Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz — Yes, Roose —
Yes, Campbell — Yes, Bisbee — Yes, and Mayor Omerza - Yes. Motion Carried
Unanimously

City Engineer

COMMUNICATIONS:
MN GreenStep Cities — City of Ely received award for being a Step 3 in the MN GreenStep
Program.

CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:

A. City and EUC Claims for July 15, 2025 for $85,578.67

B. Ely Community Resource 3™ Quarter Payment for $5637.50

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve the Claims for Payment items A & B. Motion Carried
Unanimously

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

A.Forsman/Roose moved to approve Engagement Letter with Northland Securities for the
Workforce Housing Project.

Langowski indicated that this is required for them to work on the project for the possibly General
Obligation Bond for the County HRA, the Ely HRA will also be signing the same engagement
letter.

Motion Carried Unanimously

Debeltz/Lahtonen moved to approve Change Order #5 for the Ely Regional Trailhead
Building to increase the contract by $3556.49. Motion Carried Unanimously.
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Roose/Bisbee moved to approve the Certificate of Substantial Completion for the Ely
Regional Trailhead Building.

Bisbee indicated that the Open House for the Trailhead will be on August 27" from 5-8pm with a
Ribbon Cutting and vendors.

Motion Carried Unanimously

Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the Temporary Liquor Licenses for Ely Winton Rod &
Gun Club at the Miners Dry for August 16, 2025 for the Heritage Fest at Ely Historic
Pioneer Mine and on August 30, 2025 for a Wedding. Motion Carried Unanimously

Lahtonen/Bisbee moved to approve the in-kind request from the Ely Chamber of
Commerce for the Blueberry Art Festival. Motion Carried Unanimously

Debeltz/Campbell moved to approve Resolution 2025-015 Resolution Authorizing
Application for Rotary Club of Ely to Apply for a Raffe Permit. Roll Called: Council
Members A.Forsman - Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz — Yes, Roose — Yes, Campbell — Yes,
Bisbee — Yes, and Mayor Omerza - Yes. Motion Carried Unanimously

Debeltz/Roose moved to approve the Residential Rehab Loan for Carol Orban at 2 E
Conan St for $5248.00 for new windows pending proper paperwork and fees and to direct
Attorney Klun to work with the applicant and proceed with the loan application. Motion
Carried Unanimously

A.Forsman/Roose moved to approve signature and payment of the MN DNR Lease for the
Hidden Valley Mt Bike Trails.

Langowski indicated this is for 6 miles of single-track Mt. Bike Trails at Hidden Valley, this is a
big stepping point for this project.

Motion Carried Unanimously

Roose/Lahtonen moved to approve the MN Power Utilities Easement in the Spaulding
Area with the addition of Attorney Klun’s language to add Indemnification and Insurance
requirements. Motion Carried Unanimously

Debeltz/Roose moved to approve Joe Prioreschi’s resignation from Planning and Zoning
Commission and to send him a Thank You for his service and to post for the opening.
Motion Carried Unanimously

Campbell/Lahtonen moved to approve Resolution 2025-016 Resolution Authorizing City
of Ely to Make Application to and Accept Funds from IRRR FY26 Public Works Grant
Program Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman - Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz — Yes,
Roose - Yes, Campbell — Yes, Bisbee — Yes, and Mayor Omerza — Yes. Motion Carried
Unanimously
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A.Forsman/Debeltz moved to approve Resolution 2025-017 Resolution Authorizing City of
Ely to Make Application to and Accept Funds from the IRRR FY26 Culture and Tourism
Grant Program Roll Called: Council Members A.Forsman — Yes, Lahtonen-Yes, Debeltz -
Yes, Roose — Yes, Campbell — Yes, Bisbee — Yes, and Mayor Omerza — Yes. Motion
Carried Unanimously

OPEN FORUM: None

ADJOURN:
Mayor Omerza adjourned the meeting at 6:20pm without objection.

Casey Velcheff
Deputy Clerk



