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AGENDA ADDITIONS 
August 5, 2025 at 5:30pm 

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
  
 
2. ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, 

and Mayor Omerza 
 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
(4-10) Approve minutes from the July 15, 2025 Regular Council Meeting and Public Hearing. 
 

 
4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  

A. Additions 8.A. ii. Updated Planning & Zoning Minutes  
B. Additions 8.A. vii. Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) 
C. Additions 8.A. ix. Interview Sub Group of Employee Relations 
D. Additions 9.E. City Code Codification 
E. Additions 13.F. Resolution 2025-018 Resolution Authorizing Application for Ely Blue Line 

Club to Apply for Raffle Permit  
F. Additions 11.D. Pay Estimate #3 for the 2023 Taxilane Reconstruction to Low Impact 

Excavators for $13,954.04 
 

 
5. MAYOR’S REPORT:  
 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda 
 

 
7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  

A. (11-19) Tom Kelly -Walker, Giroux & Hahne – 2024 Audit Review 
 
 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
A. Standing/Special   

i. (20-21) Projects Committee (Action Items Approved at July 15th Council Meeting)  
 

ii. (Additions A1-A2) (22-30) Planning and Zoning Commission/Board of 
Adjustment(BOA) 
a. Recommendation from Planning and Zoning to have the city attorney look over the 

proposed IUP ordinance changes and draft new ordinance language. (Approved at 
July 5th meeting)  

b. Recommendation from Planning and Zoning to approve the Permissible and 
Conditional Uses for RV/Camping and Resort and Tattoo Shop. (Approved at July 
5th Meeting)  
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c. Dave Hernesmaa will be the P&Z representative for the Projects Committee 
d. Matter of Information from BOA: To approve the variance of a front yard setback of 

25 feet in the shoreland overlay district, from the current requirement of 35 feet at 
49 W Lakeview PL, PID 030-0030-04330.  

e. Matter of Information from BOA: To approve the variance for an 8 feet high fence; 
20 feet long on E Camp St, 240 feet long adjacent to 2040 E Camp St, and 20 feet 
long on N 21st Ave E, for TNS Adventure Properties for 115 N 21st Ave E.  

 

iii. (31-32) Budget Committee 
a. Recommendation from the Budget Committee to direct the Clerk’s office to come 

up with scenarios to cover the cost of the $37,000 deficit of the Storefront/Rehab 
loan balances. 

b. Recommendation from the Budget Committee to table an invoice from the Ely 
Winton Historical Society for the “Tour Ely” Project until more information detailing 
the cost is provided. 

c. Recommendation from the Budget Committee to table the budget request from 
HPC for $2500 until the full 2026 budget is requested and the budget picture is 
clearer. 

d. Recommendation from the Budget Committee to approve payment of $7500 to the 
Ely Senior Center out of the 2025 budget.  

 

iv. (33-35) Ely Economic Development Authority(EEDA)  
 

v. (36-38) Ely Utilities Commission (EUC) 
a. Recommendation from EUC to approve the $10,517.59 proposal from Burntside 

Electric to install new outlets for the industrial dehumidifiers at the Water Treatment 
Plant.  

b. Recommendation from EUC to move forward with the purchase of 3 transformers 
from T&R Transformers. 300 KVA for the Depot - -$14,214, 500 KVA for the 
Hotel/CC-$17,012, and a 750 KVA spare for inventory-$19,750 

c. Recommendation from EUC approve $22,979.04 for the purchase of 12 LED street 
lights and 6 standards from WESCO.   

d. Recommendation from EUC to approve $4,331.67 for the purchase of electric line 
construction materials from RESCO.   

e. Recommendation from EUC to approve $1,000 payment to Mick Shusta for May 
and June A Operator Services at the WTP and WWTP. 

f. Recommendation from EUC to approve $20,894.31 payment to AquaPower, Inc. 
for Industrial Liquid and Jet Vac Truck Services. 

 

vi. (39-44) Tree Board  
 

vii. (45) Cemetery Committee  
 

viii. (Additions A3-A4) Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC)  
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ix. (Additions A5) Interview Sub Group of Employee Relations  
a. Recommendation from Interview Sub Group to hire Wayne Bach for the position of 

Water/Wastewater Operator 1 pending background, preemployment physical and 
verification of license status.  

 

x. Other Committee Meetings 
 
9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  

A. (46-51) Clerk-Treasurer 
i. FY2026 Airport Capital, Planning, and Fuel Grant Awards 
ii. Wetland Delineation Ely Mountain Bike Phase 2 Trail Site quotes 

 
B. Fire Chief  

 
C. Library Director 

 
D. Police Chief 

 
E. City Attorney     

i. (52-62) Consider the Note and Mortgage for the Residential Rehab Loan for Carol 
Orban at 2 E Conan St for $5248.00 for new windows.   

ii. (Additions A6-A7) City Code Codification  
 

F. City Engineer 
 
 
10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. (63-65) Arrowhead Regional Development Commission(ARDC) 2026 Tax Levy 
B. (66) Invitation to Celebrate The Ely Community Center Remodel (formerly The Ely Senior 

Center) August 22nd 2025 4-8pm 
C. (67) Ely Regional Trailhead Open House, August 27th, 2025 5-8pm 
D. (68) Harvey Street Update 

 
 
11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:  

A. (69-87) City and EUC Claims for August 5, 2025 for $1,055,396.77 
B. (88-91) Partial Payment Estimate #4 to Mesabi Bituminous, Inc for $204,950.29 for the 

Ely Trailhead Site Re Bid Project. 
C. (92) Invoice 1648 to Low Impact Excavators, Inc for contaminated soil for $237,693.60 for 

the Depot Project. 
D. (Additions A8-A9) Pay Estimate #3 for the 2023 Taxilane Reconstruction to Low Impact 

Excavators for $13,954.04 
 
 
12. OLD BUSINESS: 
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13. NEW BUSINESS:  
A. Consider the Temporary Liquor License for the Ely Rotary for their event on August 15, 

2025 at The Ely Area Community Hub  
 

B. (93-94) Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association(MMUA) Delegate Appointments – 
Harold R Langowski and Rob Wilmunen EUC President  

C. (95) Consider the Liquor License renewals for 2025-2026 pending proper paperwork, 
insurance and fees.  

 
D. (96) Estimate from H&S Electric for upgrades at the Miner’s Dry Building. 

 
E. (97-98) Estimate from Custom Theaters for upgrades at the Miners Dry Building. 

 
F. (Additions A10) Resolution 2025-018 Resolution Authorizing Application for Ely Blue Line 

Club to Apply for Raffle Permit  
 
 
14. OPEN FORUM: 

 
 

15. ADJOURN: 



A001



A002



A003



A004



A005



A006



A007



A008



A009



A010




