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AGENDA ADDITIONS 
August 19, 2025 at 5:30pm 

Regular Meeting Ely City Council – City Hall, Council Chambers 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
  
 
2. ROLL CALL: Council members A.Forsman, Lahtonen, Debeltz, Roose, Campbell, Bisbee, 

and Mayor Omerza 
 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
(4-9) Approve minutes from the August 5, 2025 Regular Council Meeting.  
 

 
4. ADDITIONS OR OMISSIONS TO AGENDA:  

A. Additions 8.A.iii. Budget Committee 
B. Additions 9.D.i. Consider the conditional job offer for the open Police Officer Position to 

Helen Phenning. Pending passing background investigation, psychological exam, and 
medical examination. 

C. Additions 13.B Revised Letter from Well Being Development 
D. Additions 13.G 2025-2026 Low Potency Hemp Edible Renewals 

 
 

5. MAYOR’S REPORT:  
 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA:  

A. Motion to waive readings in entirety of all ordinances and resolutions on tonight’s agenda 
 

 
7. REQUESTS TO APPEAR:  

A. (10) Lacey Squier – Boundary Waters Connect Program Update 
B. Whitney Woods – Marketing Director for Ely Area Tourism Bureau 

 
 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
A.  Standing/Special   

i. (12) Library Board  
 

ii. (13-14) Projects Committee  
a. Recommendation from Projects Committee to recommend the City Council offer a 

ten-year payment plan on the special assessment on 726 E Camp St for the 
prospective buyer.  

b. Recommendation from Projects Committee to the City Council and EUC to direct 
the City Clerk to develop an application to the FY 2025 Disaster Supplemental 
Grant Program to improve electrical distribution.  

c. Recommendation from Projects Committee to the City Council to submit the water 
supply project for State bonding assistance.  
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iii. (A1-A4) Budget Committee  
a. Recommendation from Budget Committee to deny the $2500 funding in the 2026 

budget to the HPC for Art at the Trailhead Facility.  
b. Recommendation from Budget Committee to approve payment of the Ely-Winton 

Historical Society Invoice #2025072EWHS for $2500 that was tabled.  
c. Recommendation from Budget Committee to approve payment of the Lanyk 

Electric Invoice #20250402 in the amount of $2,690.60 
 

iv. Other Committee Meetings 
 

9. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:  
A. Clerk-Treasurer 

 
B. Fire Chief  

 
C. Library Director 

 
D. Police Chief 

i. (15-21) Request to begin the process of implementing body cams at the Ely Police 
Department 

ii. Consider the conditional job offer for the open Police Officer Position to Helen 
Phenning. Pending passing background investigation, psychological exam, and 
medical examination.  
 

E. City Attorney    
i. (22-25) Klun Law Firm Legal Representation  

 
F. City Engineer 

 
 
10. COMMUNICATIONS:  

A. (26-30) Household Hazardous Waste at the Northwoods Transfer Station on August 28, 
2025 from 10am-2pm 

B. (31-34) League of MN Cities – Representative Roger Skraba and Senator Hauschild 
selected as a League of Minnesota Cities Legislator of Distinction for 2025.  

 
 
11. CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT:  

A. (35-40) City and EUC Claims for August 19, 2025 for $743,790.36 
B. (41-43) Coalition of Greater MN Cities 2025-2026 General Membership Dues for 

$6,305.00 
C. (44-45) Partial Payment Estimate #14 to Max Gray Construction, Inc  for $3,208.14 for 

the Ely Regional Trailhead Building.  
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12. OLD BUSINESS: 
A. (46-47) Committee Seat 

Planning and Zoning Commission  
  1-Mid Term Seat Open (Term Expiring 1/31/2028) 
  Resident or Non-Resident  
  Anna Heil – Resident  

 
 

13. NEW BUSINESS:  
A. Consider the Temporary Liquor Licenses for the Ely Winton Rod and Gun Club for 

several weddings being held at the Miners Dry Building on September 13, 2025, 
September 27, 2025, and October 11, 2025.  
 

B. (Additions A5) (48-49) In Kind Service Request from Well Being Development for the 
Northern Lights Clubhouse Annual 5k Glow Run on September 19, 2025. (Revised 
Letter)  

 
C. (50) Resolution 2025-019 Resolution Authorizing City of Ely to Make Application to and 

Accept Funds from FY 25 Housing Grant Program for the Rehabilitation of Existing 
Townhomes.  

 
D. (51-59) Proposal for Geotechnical Evaluation for the Proposed Workforce Housing 

Apartment Building 
 

E. Consider the Residential Rehab Loan for Taylor Brannock and Austin Neilan for $8000 to 
update to a propane furnace pending proper paperwork and fees and to direct Attorney 
Klun to work with the applicant and proceed with the loan application.  

    
F. Consider the Temporary Liquor License for Dorothy Molter Memorial Foundation dba 

Dorothy Molter Museum for September 19 and 20, 2025 at Whiteside Park for the 
Northern Lights 5k and Ely Marathon.  
 

G. (A6) 2025-2026 Low Potency Hemp Edible Renewals 
 
 
14. OPEN FORUM: 

 
 

15. ADJOURN: 
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